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Each semester the Office of Civic Engagement (OCE) collects quantitative and qualitative information
regarding the civic engagement of Southwestern students. The OCE captures this outreach so it can be
shared with the campus and greater communities, and raise awareness about the diverse and substantial
contributions Southwestern students make to communities as volunteers and activists.
As you think about civic engagement please be aware that there is no stringent definition. It can include (but is
not limited to) helping out at a local non-profit, mentoring/tutoring, sponsoring an event which contributes to
the betterment of one’s knowledge, participating in a voter registration drive, voting, helping to organize a fundraising event for an organization, donating, and much more. Please be open and creative as to how you define
your own community involvement!

See the description(s) below that best suits you and/or your organization(s). You are more than welcome to
submit your activities as they come up, but please have all information sent to Suzy Pukys at
pukyss@southwestern.edu the week BEFORE finals! Student names will be kept confidential, but are used for
accurate tracking of civic engagement hours (as to avoid double counting).
Individual Students
To save you time and stress at the end of each semester, we ask that you keep track of the following as they
occur:
 the number of hours you have spent civically engaged,
 and a list with descriptions of your activities
Paideia Cohorts
To save you and your Paideia Cohort time and stress at the end of each semester, we recommend you keep track
of the following as they occur:
 a list of your active members that have been involved in civic engagement activities sponsored by your
Paideia Cohort,
 the number of hours each active member participated in such activities,
 and a list with descriptions of your activities
Student Organizations
To save you and your organization time and stress at the end of each semester, we ask that you keep track of the
following as they occur:
 a list of your active members that have been involved in civic engagement activities sponsored by your
organization,
 the number of hours each active member participated in such activities,
 and a list with descriptions of your activities

