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Art and Art History Department

Assessment Pla (Studio Art)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The mission of the Art and Art History Department is to educate students in two different disciplines, studio art
and art history, which deal with the visual arts as an expressive medium. The major in studio art exists in two
forms: the Bachelor of ArtB(A.) degree and the Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A) degree programs. Both intend
that each student should produce artworks with technical proficiency in a principal medium, supported by
knowledge of a variety of media processes, as well as liberal aatsttoia critical and verbal skills. In advanced
classes, students focus on a body of related creative works, locating their ideas and artworks within a
contemporary cultural and theoretical context. The studio art program is preparation both for sitetetitgyito

apply to Master of Fine Arts programs and to work professionally as artists; and for students who wish to acquir
a liberal arts degree that can lead to work in a wide variety of fields in graduate school both inside and outside t
world of at (such as art history, architecture, commercial art, design, arts administration, teaching art in
elementary and secondary schools, etc.).

1. Goal
To develop
inform art as a discipline.

studentsdé6 abilities to think crsthat c al

Learning Outcome
la. Students will demonstrate critical thinking through the technical, formal and conceptual choices made in
solving visual problems.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students whose works ar;
selected by the faculty for public
exhibition will demonstrate
excellent critical thinking in visua
terms. All studio faculty select 2
T 7 works from each of their
classes based on the standards
quality described in thegyllabi
and conveyed through class
lectures and critiques. The studi
faculty use th&reative Thinking
Rubricprovided by the
Association of American College
and Universities to form the basi
of their class assessment

mechanisms.

The faculty reviewethe annual
student art exhibition and
discussed its quality in the secor
annual spring assessment meeti
The goal of 80% excellence was
exceeded; approximately 90%
were determined to have been
excellent. There were
approximately 90 works of art in
the2011 student art exhibition;
approximately 80 were considerg
to be excellent (100% were
considered to be very good or
excellent).

The faculty decided to continue
this method of programmatic
review from yeatto-year.




1b. Students will demonstragn understanding of the elements of art and principles of design and knowledge

of formal analysis in a variety of media.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In applicable courses,
representative assignments will
havespecific components devote
to the formal elements of art and
principles of design.

Last year, the faculty reviewed
our collective strategies in
teaching formal analysis,
identified the courses in which w|
teach the elements of art and
principles of designhand

identified the texts we use in our
courses. This year, we
incorporated the strategies into t
appropriate syllabi and made
assignments more explicit.
Because all art majors and mino
must take painting, sculpture ang
ceramics, students are intraxhal
to a range of media approaches
the use of formal analysis.

All studio art faculty are teaching
the formal elements and principl¢
in our classes in various ways
with different texts, and these arg
now made explicit and
documented in course syllabBihe
faculty took this initiative
seriously in 201@.1and
incorporated it into beginning
courses by direct methods.

Collectively, the studio art faculty
determines whether a
comprehensive and thorough
approach to this educational gog
is reached by reviewg the
annual student exhibition. A goal
of 100% of students whose work
are displayed in the student
exhibition should demonstrate a
basic understanding of the
elements of art and principles of
design with increasing
sophistication in the advanced
classs.

Roughly 95% of the works in the
spring 2011 student exhibition
demonstrated a basic
understanding of the elements o
art and principles of design.
(approx. 85 works of art of the 9(
exhibited).

This year, the faculty agreed to
identify the specifielements of
art to be explored in assignment
more explicitly. Concentrating on
this approach in 20101 may
have resulted in the increased
quality of the 2011 student art
exhibition. In 201112, the faculty
intends to: a) increase the
sophistication of tb use of the
elements of art and principles of
design in intermediate and
advanced courses; and b) in selg
classes, require reflective papers
after major assignments and
critiques that use the associated
ideas and terms (This initiative ig
also part ofthe Writing Across
Disciplines program.)

2. Goal
To impart a basic knowledge of the central historical and contemporary concepts of art in global cultures

Learning Qutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic theoretical frameworks india)stactice and
contemporary artand b) historical and global cultures

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Regarding theoretical knowledge
in studio practice and
contemporary art): 70% of
students in advanced studio art

Because works of art, like paper
and exams, demonstrate what

students know, faculty assess ed
student 6s prmorg I

This year, the faculty considered
how we currently teach

contemporary issues and how w
might integrate these topics mor




classes will demonstrate an
understanding of contemporary ¢
through the ideas evidenced in
their artworks and other
coursework; and

of the following methods: i)
private grading, ii) critiques with
individual students; and iii) groug
critiqgues. Grades and evaluation
are sometimes delivered to
students with written comments.

Contemporaneous approaches i
art and architecturare evident in
the artwor kos f
its relevance to current societal,
political, economic or aesthetic
topics. As demonstrated in the
works presented in the annual
student art exhibition, which
includes all advanced studio art
st udent759% of theo2d k
students achieved this learning
outcome (as demonstrated in
approx. 16 artworks and
architectural designs).

effectively and efficiently into the
studio classroom. We also
identified which texts we use in
order to coordinate our
departmental efforts for the
coming year. In June, we
participated in a departmental
workshop to learn comparative
teaching strategies (led by Pro
Patrick Veerkamp), and discussg
how we might incorporate new
technologies to achieve learning
outcome 2a.

Regarding theoretical framework
of historical and global cultures):
all students will receive a passini
grade in four art history classes 1
graduate, including one Asian or
Latin American course and one
course in modern art.

This portion of
edwcation is taught by the art
history faculty and is required in
the studio art curriculum. The
grade information is available
through the Reg
students must meet the art histo
facultyds stangd

and graduate.

The art hisbry faculty in the
department isesponsible for
learning outcome 2b. Whereas ti
ideas and historical knowledge
that studio artists learn from the
study of art history are essential
their intellectual and artistic
development, these ideas are ng
necesarily visible or implied in
their art works. Therefore, we rel
on art history grades to determin
the effectiveness of this learning
outcome. (See art history
document.)

2b. Students will gain knowledge of contemporary approaches to art practicettlaibeigdance at lectures,
presentations, and demonstrations by visiting artists

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of studio art majors will
attend lectures, presentations, ali
demonstrations by visiting artists
andwill document their
experiences in short reports that
require students to: describe the
exhibition (event or lecture)
briefly; write a brief formal
analysis of a selected work of ari
(or for lectures, a description of &
main point and how it was
developed)and report how the
exhibition, lecture or event

changed their perceptions.

Each faculty member requires
students to attend artist and
scholar lectures, exhibitions, and
workshops on or off campus and
collect student reports for each
event attended. Thexperience is
part of the grade in many studio
art courses.

The faculty developed a
departmental form for student
reports last year, which was use
in most studio courses. In
addition, adjunct faculty member
are now using the departmental
form or a sinilar format to
encourage more substantive
observations and analysis of
exhibitions and lecture material.




3. Goal

To provide the basis for a life of sustained intellectual and creative inquiry.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will demonstrate the abilitydeeate ideas anew from their own and other disciplines.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of artworks produced by
senior art majors will combine,
synthesize, juxtapose, or
superimpose interdisciplinary
ideas to createaw ideas in visual
forms that are documented in the
final portfolios and projects.

The faculty asked whether or nof
creative invention (versus mere
imitation) andinterdisciplinary
are evidenced in the works of thi
year 6s senior e
assessment meeting. They
determined that 100 percent of
this yeards 6 s
were significantly
interdisciplinary with fresh ideas
dealing with art and: 1) religion
(in the work of Rebecca De Los
Santos); 2) medieval symbolism
integrated with Christian
iconography (Mary Scoville); 3)
philosophy (Christine Harris); 4)
the postmodern pattern and
decoration movement and
feminism (Jessica Cragqg); 5)
animal behavior expssed
through Medieval Christian
inconography (Ellen Burtner); an
6) Mogul cultural forms integrate
with western still life conventiong
(Adams). (|l magse
statements will be available onlir|

in the fall semester.)

In 201611, the faculty discised
ways to deepen the
interdisciplinary experience in
advanced classes. During the
studio faculty workshop this Jung
Ms. Katherine Hooker, Visual
Resources Librarian in the Art ar
Art History Department, delivere
a presentation on how to use thg
Moodlecourse management
system to incorporate texts,
videos, films, Powerpoint and
ArtStor presentations.

In the fall of 2011, the faculty wil
gain a new opportunity from the
Writing Center to ask their
personnel to present lessons on
reflective writing; thestudio
faculty (including adjuncts) were
encouraged to request these
presentations for their classes af
to require short reflective papers
after every major project as our
studio art component of the
Writing In the DisciplingWID)
experience.

3b. Students will demonstrate skills and professional strategies that will provide opportunities for their furthe

development as artists or in preparation for graduate study.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of studicart major seniors
will graduate from Southwestern
with a final portfolio, resume and
artistods stater
quality; and 100% will use
professional standards of
presentation.

The faculty and department chai
reviewed the capstone portfolios
and determined that all of this
year s seniors
quality work, which was
presented in a professional
manner in their capstone
portfolios. These capstone
portfolios will be kept in
permanent departmental archive

201011 is the inaugural yearf
the B.F.A. program; The three
B.F.A. students presented their

This year, advanced students
learned professional exhibition
practices in &eparate, new
course Exhibition Practicumand
developed websites for their wor,
as artists. The faculty will
continue to monitor the value of
this experience.

This year, select student works
from all senior capstone portfolig
(B.A. and B.F.A.) are bag
placed on the departmental web
page al ong witHh




senior exhibition to the public an
gave an oral defense to the
faculty; all were determined to bé
excellent. The B.A. students are
not required to present a senior
exhibition, but all chos& do so
and all 3 were of high quality
(equivalent to the B.F.A students
We attribute this to the quality of
the ol der curri
B.A. of which they were a part.

statements.

The faculty will monitor the
guality and depth of work
produced by the new 30 hr. B.A.
(which requires only one semina
course) compared to the former
hour degree (wlsh requires two
seminar courses) and will
recommend change if we are no
satisfied with the new B.A.
program.

New this year

80% of graduating seniors will
assess their undergraduate
experience in studio art as very
good to excellent in an exit
survey.(The survey asks student
to rate their understanding of the
goals and learning outcomes list|
in this document.)

The four seniors who were on
campus in the spring semester
filled out the senior survey.
Results exceeded the expectatio
(Two seniors wex in the GLCA
New York Arts program.)

This year, the department
administered the survey during g
senior brunch (held after grades
had been turned in). Anonymou
survey responses were placed in
an envelope to be opened only
after graduation to encourage
forthright responses. All studio
seniors on campus participated
compared to | asg
successful attempt to gethaail
responses.




Art and Art History Department

Assessment PlargArt History)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission
The ArtHistory program enables students to assess the complex meanings of visual culture, including its
ideological, historical, and political di mensions

contextual interpretation, written commigation, critical analysis, and historical research. It also provides an
awareness of the basic theoretical models of the discipline and the global diversity of artistic production. The
major provides the basis for a life of continued intellectual engagewith the history of art, regardless of future
occupation, but also prepares those who specifically plan on pursuing graduate study in the field.

To devel op stdrecdgaize}desoribeaahd ahalyze ynformational and formal elements of works of
art and their contexts.

Learning Outcome
la. Students will recognize, describe and analyze the foeteatents of works of art (i.e. visual literacy).

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
80% of students will demonstrat¢ Fall 2010: 95% of students Standard achieved. Will continue
good to excellent proficiencys demonstrated good to excellent | to monitor.
evidenced by written formal proficiency in this area. Spring
analyses. 2011: 93% of students

demonstrated good to excellen
proficiency in this area.

Capstone research papers will bj Fall 2010: 100% of students Standard ackived. Will continue
rated good to excellent in their u{ demonstrated good to excellent | to monitor.
of formal analysis byaculty. proficiency in this area. Spring

2011: 100% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

1b. Students will be able to recognize, describe and analyze the informational elements of works of art and
their contexts.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
80% of students in relevant Fall 2010: 83% of students Standard achieved. Will continug
courses will be rated good or demonstrated good to excellent | to monitor.
excellent on written responses | proficiency in this area. Spring
requiring accurate recognition of| 2011: 89% of students
information about works of art, | demonstrated good to excellent
and the cultural and contextual | proficiency in this area.
historical/cultural issues.




1c. Students will be able to interpret works of art within their specific cultural and historical contexts.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of stidents in relevant
courses will be rated good or
excellent on written responses
requiring them to describe the
relationship of art to its cultural
and historical context.

Fall 2010:89% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 93% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved. Will continue
to monitor.

80% of students will demonstrat
good to excellent proficiency as

evidenced by research papers in
which students analyze works of
art within their historical context.

Fall 2010: 92% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 95% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved. Will continue
to monitor.

In capstone courses, 80% o
majors will be rated good or
excellent on by research papers
which students analyze works of
art within their historical context.

Fall 2010: 100% of students
demonstrated good excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 100% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved. Will continug
to monitor.

1d. Students will communicate their ideas in written form effectively in a variety of contexts

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students will demonstrate
good to excellent proficiency in
written communication on short,
nonresearctwriting exercises
(e.g. formal analyses, critical
responses, etc.). formal researcth
papers and essay question(s) or]
final exams.

Fall 2010: 92% of students
demonstrated good to exlait
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 91% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved. Will continug
to monitor.

le.Students will communicate their ideiasoral form effectively in a variety of contexts.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone oral presentations will
be rated good to excellent by
faculty.

Fall 2010: 100% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 100% of students
demastrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

This assessment mechanism wa
added in 2012011 in order to
address the oral component of o
capstone rubric. Standard
achieved. Will continue to
monitor.

1f. Students will think critically an

d inventively about the history of art.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

By survey, 90% graduating
majors willagreéstrongly agree
wi t h st &eé¢aequedhthe:
ability to think critically and
inventively about art historical

i ssues. 0

100% of May 2011 survey
respondents agreed or strong|
agreed with the statement.

100% response rate achieved (5
graduates). Standard achieved.
Will continue to monitor.




1g. Students will demonstrate the ability to conduct art historical research.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In applicable courses 80% of
students will demonstrate good t
excellent proficiency as evidence
by research papers

Fall 2010: 90% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 95% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved. Witlontinue
to monitor.

80% of students will demonstrat
proficiency in creating an
annotated bibliography.

Fall 2010: 87% of students
demonsrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 88% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved, but the
percentage of students achieving
proficiency is several points lowe
this year. Department will discus
ways to sustain high proficiency
in this area. Will continue to
monitor.

2. Goal
To provide an awareness of the basic theoretical lnad¢he discipline.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will become versed in the methodological and theoretical frameworks typically used by art

historians.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In the Theories and Methods
course, 80% of students will
demonstrate good to excellent
proficiency as evidenced by
research papers.

This course is offered only in the
fall of oddnumbered years. No
data this year.

Course will be offered again in
fall 2011. Will monitor at that
time.

In relevant courses, 80% of
students will demonstrate good t
excellent proficiency as evidence
by essays.

Fall 2010: 90% of students
achieved good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 90% of students
demonstrated good to excellent

proficiency in this area.

Standard achievedlVill continue
to monitor.

2h. Students will demonstrate the ability to read art history texts carefully and critically.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In applicablentroductory courses
80% of students will demonstrats
good to excellent proficiency as
evidenced by exam essays whic
specifically address the argumer
presented in art history texts.

Fall 2010: 83% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 89% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area.

Standard achieved, but the
percentage of students achieving
proficiency is several points lowe
this year. Department will discus
ways to sustain high proficiency
in this area. Will continue to
monitor.

In capstone courses, 100% of ar
history majors will demonstrate
good to excellent proficiency as

evidenced by seminar disgsion

Fall 2010: 100% of students
demonstrated good to excellent
proficiency in this area. Spring
2011: 100% of students

Standard achieved. Will continue
to monitor.




and reading responses. demonstrated good to excellent

proficiency in this area.

3. Goal
To provide the basis for a life of continued intellectual engagement with the history of art.

Learning Outcome
3a. Students will demonstrate a level of preparedness that will allow them to succeed in graduate school in
history and related fields.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

By survey, 80% of seniors and
recent graduates who choose to
apply to a graduate program in g
history or related field will be
accepted.

100% of seniors and recent
graduates met this goal.

One graduating major (out of 5)
applied and was accepttda
graduate program in Art History.
Will continue to monitor and
collect data about the programs
students are entering.

By survey, 80% of alumni who
continued to graduate school wil
agree or strongly agree with the
statement : i My
Southwestern asn Art History
major prepared me well for
graduate school
three years, to be first
implemented in 2010).

Alumni survey was distributed in
April 2011 to 47 alumn{2000
2010 graduates). 23 responded
(48% response rate.) 100% of
survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed with this
statement.

Standard achieved. Will continue
to monitor. (Alumni survey to be
distributed every 5 years).

3b. Students will demonstrate a commitment to continued learning and engagement with art and its histories

Assessmertlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

By survey, 80% of graduating
majors will agree or strongly
agree with the
my work in the Art History major
has significantly enhanced my
understanding of and interest in
the history of

100% of May 2010 survey
respondents agreed or strongly
agreed with the statement.

100%response rate achieved (5
graduates). Standard achieved.
Will continue to monitor.

By survey, 80% balumni will
agree or strongly agree with the
statement: "Whether for
professional or personal reasong
continue to be interested in and
learn about the history of art, ang
my Art History degree from
Southwestern provided a strong
basis for this contired
engagement with art and its

hi story. o

Alumni survey was distributed in
April 2011 to 47 alumni. (2060
2010 graduates.) 23 responded
(48% response rate.) 100% of
survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed with this
statement.

Assessment mechanism addied
20102011 to provide additional
data in the area of continued
learning and engagement with a
and its histories. Standard
achieved. Will continue to
monitor. (Alumni survey to be
distributed every 5 years).




Biology Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Student Learning Assessment, General Findings

The Biology Department learning assessment grid is found below. Student performance was generally quite go
and largely met the stated goals for our learning objectives. Severmkamaed substantial improvement over

last year, including X&knowledge of biological systems, 2a, use of bibliographic resources and 4b, use of
standard research equipmdntspite of generally positive student performance, there are some concerns about
student writing, which in some instances did not quite meet desired levels of performance. There are also some
concerns about whether we are adequately capturing student performance in quantitative reasoning, as anecdc
evidence suggests poor studentfqenance in this area, although this is not seen for our advanced students in the
formal assessment. There are questions of how well students are learning statistical analysis, and how effective
our sophomore Methods in Ecology and Evolution class hasdigeaching statistical analysis. Since it appears
that few of our advanced courses require statistical analyses of our students, further conversation is required to
consider the role of statistical analysis in our curriculum. Similarly, the lack aofsiocl of graphical presentation

on any of the assignments used to assess senior writing either this year or the previous year suggests that it is
desirable for us to consider the place of graphical data presentation in our curriculum.

Mission

The BiologyDepartment fosters student understanding of diverse questions and concepts about living systems
and the procedures used to study them. We help de
reasoning and analysis, written communicationiafarmation fluency. The courses and experiences offered by
the Biology Department prepare students for postgraduate education and a variety of personal and career
objectives. The faculty members in the Department teach with rigorous academic standecasnaitichent to
student learning.

1. Goal
Students will understand and apply knowledge and concepts about the functioning of living systems.

Learning Outcome
la. Students will understand and apply detailed knowledge and concepts in cellular, moleculamaiganis
ecological, and evolutionary biology.

Assessment Results
Sophomore: 67%

Assessment Mechanisms
Faculty in representative classe

Program/Dept Improvement
Student performance met desire

10

will evaluate student answers tc
set of questions on the topics in
the class. The set of answers w
beevaluated on a-goint scale
(Excellent, good, fair, poor). 759
of advanced students should
perform at a good or excellent
level.

Assessment is done in the form
of final exam or overall course
grade in the sophomore course

222:232) and advance biology

performance was excellent or gog

Advanced courses: 76 % of 105
studentsdé perfo
excellent or good.

We did this in a prand postest
format for advanced classes. For
students meased in this fashion,
average scores increased from 24
pretest to 84% po4gest.

levels, and there appears to be
improvement from sophomore tg
advanced levels. Student
performance in advanced coursé
substantially improved ecopared
to the previous academic year.

Both of the topics that student
selfassessment indicated low
confidence in mastery were onej
that are not emphasized in our
curriculum. They were included
in the survey because they are




courses (30@00 level)

topics that are emphasized raor
at some other institutions. We w
consider whether to emphasize

them more here.

On the Senior Survey, we will
examine students' sekported
mastery of 15 core topics in
Biology.

For 12 of the 15 topics, 80% or
more of students reported that the
agreed or strongly agreed that tha
had attained mastery of that topic
The exceptions were:

N cycling: 50%

Major events in evolutionary
history: 50%

Compare organisms and make
inferences about evolutionary

processes: 78%

Same as Above

2. Goal
Students willaccurately and thoughtfully identify, evaluate and critique research and research literature on

biological phenomena.

Learning Qutcome

2a. Students will accurately and thoughtfully use bibliographic resources in identifying and evaluating
research literate of potential relevance to a biological question of interest.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
evaluate each student on-gdint
scale. 75% of students should
perform at a good axcellent
level.

Assessment in the form of a
written assignment with citations
in our sophomore level Methods
course (5232; 50222) and all
our advance level biology classe
(300-800 level

Sophomores: 98¢
performance was excellent or
good

Advanced95 % of 74
performance was excellent or
good

.Student performance met desirg
levels. Formatting of citations an
reference lists received increase
attention in our advanced classe
this year, due to disappointing
student performase last year.
This appears to have been
successful.

Assessment of senior writing
using Departmental writing rubriq
will show 75% of students makin
appropriate use of the biological
literature.Assessed in the form o]
a written assignment with
citationsin all our advance level
biology classes (30800 level).

Seniors: Students exhibiting an
exemplary or satisfactory
performance:

Citing literature when appropriatg
13 of 13 (100%); Appropriate
choice of literature to cite 12/13
(92%); Citations approprialy
formatted, 13/13 (100%);
References list appropriately
formatted 13/13 (100%)

Same as Above

75% of students on the
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agree that they
have effectively learned to use

such resources.

Seniors: 17 of 18 oftadents
(94%) agreed or strongly agreed
that they had learned to use suc
resources.

Same as Above

2b. Students will accurately and thoughtfully interpret, evaluate and critique biological primary research

literature.
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3.

12

Assessment Mechanisms

AssessmerResults

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
evaluate each student on-pdint
scale. 75% ohdvanced students
should perform at a good or
excellent level.

Assessed in the form of an
assignment such as a formal
written critique of grimary
literature papem our sophomore
level Methods course (5232; 50
222) and all our advance level
biology classes (36800 level)

Sophomore: 67 ¢
performance was excellent or
good

Advanced courses: : 87% of 53
student soewpser f
excellent or good

Student performance in this areg
showed improvement from
sophomore t@advanced classes
Student performance at the
advanced levahet desired levels

75% of students on the
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agrdkat they
learned to critique scientific
information

Seniors: 17 oil8 94%) of
students agreed or strongly agre
that they had learned to do so.

Same as Above

Goal

Students will clearly, accurately and in appropriate styles, communicate about bighbgicamena and
research orally, in writing and graphically.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will write clear, accurate and stylistically appropriate reports and will effectively present their

results to a scientifically literate audience.

Assessment Mech&ams

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

75% of senior studentsill
performat an exemplary or
satisfactory level for each of 10
aspects of writing evaluated with
the Biology Dept. writing rubric.
Assessed in the form of scientific
report based on experiment(s)
conductedn all our advance leve
laboratory classes (3€8D0 level)

Seniors: For 9 010 measured
aspects of writing, greater than
84% of students performed at an
exemplary or satisfactpievel.
The one exception was in
following an appropriate researc
paper format, in which only 69%
of students performed at an
exemplary or satisfactory levels.

Senior writing performance
largely met desired levels.
Performance at other levels was
close b meeting desired levels
Only 72% of seniors agreed that
the sophomore Methods classes|
had prepared them for writing
assignments in the advanced
courses. We will consider ways t
make the sophomore course mo
useful as preparation for the
advanced courses

Faculty in selected classes will
eval uat e s tcanhe 1
skills on a 4pt scale. 75% of
advanced studensghould perform
a good or excellent level.
Assessed in the form of scientific
report based on experiment(s)
conductedn soph level Methods
course (5232; 50222) and all
advance level laboratory classes
(300-800 level)

Sophomore: 71%
performance was excellent or
good

Advanced courses: 74% of 92
studentsdé perf(
excellent or good.

Same as Above

75% of stuénts on the

departmental senior survey will

Seniors: 18 018 (100%) agreed

or strongly agreed that they had

Same as Above




agree or strongly agrdkat they
have learned to communicate
scientific information by writing.

learned to communicate scientifi
information bywriting.

75% of senior students will
perform at an exemplary or
satisfactory level for each of 5
aspects of graphic data
presentation measured with the
Biology Dept. writing rubric

We did not collect any data of th
kind this year, for th second yeatr
in a row. This is because none o
the writing assignments used in
the writing assessment (a cross
section of the most substantial
writing assignments used in our
advanced classes) incorporated

this aspect of presentation.

The Departmental wikonsider
how important this aspect of
performance truly is to us,
considering that we do not inclug
it in many of our assignments.

3b. Students will make clear, accurate and stylistically appropriate oral presentatibicogical topics.

Assessmentlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
eval uat e
skills on a 4point scale. 75% of
advanced studenshould perform
at a good or excellent level.

studen

Advanced courses: 96% of 46
stbent s6 perfor
excellent or good

Performance in this area met
desired levels.

75% of students on the
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agrekat they
had learned to communicate
scientific information orally.

Seniors: 18 o018 (100%) agreed
or strongly agreed that they had
learned to communicate scientif
information orally.

Same as Above

4. Goal
Students will accurately, appropriately and safely perform physical techniques of biological investigation.

Learning Outcome
4a. Students will accurately and carefully follow laboratory protocols.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
evaluate each student on-pdint
scale.75% ofadvanced students
should perform at a good or
excellent level.

Sophomor e: 1009
performance was excellent or
good

Advanced9 4% of 64
performance was excellent or
good

Performance in this area met
desired levels.

75% of students on the
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agrdkat they
learned to accurately and safely
follow research protocols

18 of 18 students surveyed (100
%) agreed or strongly agreed tha
they had learned to accurately a
safely follow research protoksn

Same as Above

4b. Students will accurately use standard research instruments, includingrpjdittis, balances, calipers,

etc.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
evaluate each student on-pdint

Sophomore: 97%
performance was excellent or

Performance in this area met
desired levels. Greater attention

13



scale.75% of upperlevel
students should perform at a gog
or excellent level.

good instruction in this area appears t
have improved performance
compared to the previous

academic year.

Advanced courses: 98% 50

st u d pafotmarie was
excellent or good

18 of 18 students surveyed (100
%) agreed or strongly agreed tha
they had learned to use standarg
research equipment

75% of students on the Same as Above
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agrekat they
learned to use standard researck

equipment

5. Goal
Students will accurately arappropriately apply quantitative reasoning and methods to biological problems.

Learning Outcome
5a. Students will choose and accurately conduct appropriate analytical (statistical) methods to quantitative
data.

14

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selected classes will
evaluate each student on-pdint
scale.75% of uppeilevel students
should perform at a good or
excellent level.

Sophomore: 69%
performance was excellent or
good

Advancedcourses: 100% of 14
studentsd perf(
excellent or good

Performance in advanced classg
met the desired level, and there
appears to have been
improvement from the sophomor
to the advanced level.

Student confidence in their
statistical skills des not meet
desired levels. In addition, only
50% of seniors agreed that the
sophomore Methods courses
prepared them for data analysis
performed in advanced courses.
How much this reflects that the
students feel t
statistical approads, and how
much it means that they felt that
upperlevel courses did not call
upon those skills will be
addressed wi
survey. In addition, we will
consider the role of statistical
analysis in our curriculum,
considering that relativelfew
advanced classes have been
assessing this set of skills.

t h

75% of students on the
departmental senior survey will
agree or strongly agrdkat they
learned to statistically analyze ar,

interpret data.

Seniors:12 of 18(67%) of
students agreed or strongly agre
that they had learned to
statistically analyze and interpret

gquantitative data

Same as Above




5b. Students will appropriately and accurately apply quantitative approaches in laboratory and field settings,
suchas calculation of concentrations to make solutions, use of standard curves to derive measurement valu

calculation of quantities from concentrations and volumes.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Faculty in selectedlasses will
evaluate each student on-pdint
scale.75% of uppeilevel students
should perform at a good or
excellent level.

Sophomore: 45%f31st ude
performance was excellent or
good

Advanced courses: 83% of 23
studentso perfd
excelent or good

Performance in this area met
desired levels in advanced
courses, and showed improvemg
from sophomore to advanced
level.

Anecdotal reports suggest that
student performance in this area
does not consistently meet desir
standards. This aresill be
considered for attention under ot
7-year plan.
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Chemistry and Biochemistry Department

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The goal of the Chemistry and Biochemistry Department is to present the discipline of chemistry as a dynamic
and challenging field of study that will serve students either as the primary area of expertise used to fuffill a Life

Assessment Plan

long career or as a necegsanpplement to another area of study that requires the knowledge of chemistry.

1.

16

Goal

Chemistry and biochemistry students will have a mastery of the central concepts within cof@natgasal,
biochemistry, organic, inorganic, and physical chemistryunfdiscipline.

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate a hitgvel of understanding within core courses in our curriculum. These
courses include Instrumental Methods of Bm& (analytical), Biochemistry | and I, General Chemistry |
and Il, Organic Chemistry | and Il, Intermediate Inorganic Chemistry, and Physical Chemistry | and II.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

American Chemicabociety
standardized final exams will be
administered in all courses for
chemistry and biochemistry
majors (when exams are
available). Class averages shou
be at least at the ®ercentile
nationally (collect data annually,
assess every 5 years with
submission of ACS accreditation
report to Committee on
Professional Training).

Fall 2010 resultsTwo General
Chemistry | sections had mean
scores at the 720ercentile,the
third was at the 83percentile.
The section designed for studen
with weaker lckgrounds in math
that includes an extra hour of
meeting time per week had a
mean at the 34percentile.

Spring 2011 resultsThe three
General Chemistry Il sections hg
average percentiles of /04, and
85. Instrumental Analysis had a
mean percentilecore of 81;
Biochemistry Il had an average
percentile score of 74; Organic
Chemistry Il had a mean in the
91% percentile. Results for the
Physical Chemistry exam are no
included because normalized
statistics are not available.

Overall, the standard waset for
most sections of General
Chemistry | and Il. However, the
General Chemistry | section with
the added recitation continues tg
have significantly lower mean
ACS exam scores than the other
sections. The results show that t
students in this sectistored
higher on the ACS exam than lag
year (47 percentile). This sectior
of General Chemistry was first
offered in 2009 for students with
weaker backgrounds in math wa
offered. The class includes a
recitation section (meeting for on
additional houper week), a
smaller class size, and course
content comparable to the other
sections. This year, students we
placed into the course based
solely on math SAT scores inste
of using SAT scores in
combination with an oifine
exam.

The department plane track the
success of the students in the
General Chemistry section with
recitation to determine if the
course is helping to prepare




students who may not otherwise
succeed in chemistry and to
determine if our placement
techniques are effective. Becaus
therewas some placement errorg
this past year, we were not able {
assess this particular group.

The ACS standardized exam

scores in our uppdevel courses
are consistently excellent and we
above the 7D percentile goal.

For the past few years, tleehas
been no assessment data for
physical chemistry. The
department will encourage the
faculty member to design a plan
for future assessment if statisticg
continue to not be available.

2. Goal
Majors will have competency in conducting chemical or biochemical research.

Learning Outcome

2a. All chemistry and biochemistry majors will develop competency in: conducting chemical/biochemical
research; using the library and/or electronic resourcabdarresearch; writing a scientific manuscript; and,
presenting their results to the scientific community.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement

100% of all najors will be rated
as fair to excellent in various
components afhe research
process; the primary advisor wil
provide ratings following studen
participation in a substantive
(minimum 8&week) summer
research experience.

All of our 6 graduates complete
substantive research experience
during our Welch Summer
ResearclProgram, participating
in at least 8 weeks of summer
research in addition to an
Introduction to Researctourse
during the academic year. Two
of our graduates did an honors
capstone projectAll of our
students were rated fair to
excellent by theiresearch
advisors in the specific criteria
related to research. 3 of the 6
graduates received excellent
scores in each of the criteria.
Results from research advisors
(n=6) (1= Excellent, 2= Fair,
3=Poor): stude
interpret the primary litetture
(avg.=1.2), workingndep in the
lab (avg. =1.2), interpreting
analytical data (avg.=1.3)

Standard met. Many of our
students were involved in
research for multiple years, whig
we believe contributes to high
ratings in research areas by the
facuty mentors. The department
has made changes to encourag
students to begin doing researc
earlier in their undergraduate
career.
Interestingly,
assessment was higher than the
student 6s conf
areas.
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All majors will achiee the
experience level necessary to
successfully complete a capstor
course which requires them to
write a scientific paper based or]
their substantive research
experience, and present their
work to other faculty and
students. Students will be
evaluated byaculty based on a
set of criteria established by the
department.

In 2011, all 6 graduates
successfully completed the
chemistry research capstone
course.

Results from the evaluation (1=
Excellent, 2= Fair, 3=Poor) of th
overall quality of the capstone
paper by a zerson faculty
committee: mean overall score
per student was 1.2 (range 1.1t
1.6).

Results from the evaluation of
student presentations by the
faculty (1=Excellent, 2=Fair,
3=Poor): students ability to
provide the audience with a
sufficient introduction (avg. =
1.4; range 1.0 to 2.0), give a cle
and concise overview of the
project (avg. = 1.4, range 1.0 to
2.3), clearly describe
experimental procedures (avg.
1.6, range 1.2 to 2.4), summariz
and explain the data in a succin
way (avg. =1.6, range 1.0 to 2.3
effectively explain the scientific
implications of the results (avg.
1.6, range 1.0 to 2.1), answer
questions from the audience (ay
= 1.5, range 1.0 to 2.3)

New learning outcomes that
specifically address writing and
presentation skills were assesse
for the first time this year. Our
students met the criteria of bein
ranked fair to excellent (mostly
excellent) in both the capstone
paper and presentation. We will
continue to monitor.

A senior exit survey will be
admnistered to all chemistry ang
biochemistry majors. 75% of
graduates will rate themselves &
very confident (1) or somewhat
confident (2) in researetelated

skills. The survey will employ a
Lickert-style scale where not vel
confident (3) and not confidké at
all (4) will be the other response
options.

Results from the 2011 senior ex
survey (n = 6) indicate that
graduates: feel confident in
reading and understanding an
article from primary literature
(avg. =1.2), working safely in
the laboratory (avg= 1.2), using
library resources to investigate 4
problem related to chemistry
(avg. = 1.3), conducting chemic
research (avg. = 1.3), and giving
a scientific presentation (avg. =
1.2). Although less so, students
also indicated they were
confident in witing a scientific
manuscript (avg. = 1.6), working
independently in the lab (avg. =
1.6), interpreting the literature
(avg. =1.5), interpreting
analytical data (avg.= 1.5), and
carrying out a detailed synthesig

(avg. = 1.7).

We were very pleased with the
results from our 2011 senior
survey. Overall, our students
indicated that they were very
confident in a number of
researckrelated skills. These
numbers are similar to last year
Many of these students (5 of the
6) had conducted research for
more than oe year, like the
previous year.

The department did add an
assessment mechanism this ye:
where the faculty rated each
senior on the same set of
researckbased skills (see above




75% of our gr a
projects will be reviewed by
faculty atan excellent level, high
enough for presentation at a
regional or national scientific
conference.

In 2011, 3 of our 6 graduates
presented their research at the
American Chemical Society
National Meeting.

Although this is below our
standard of 75%, 2 of §udents
who did not at
American Chemical Society
National Meeting presented thei
research at previous national
meetings. The department will
work to encourage all faculty
members to send their students
present at meetings. Like last
year, presenting their data at a
National Meeting was one of the
highlights of
educational experience in our
department.

At least one graduate a year wil
co-author a peereviewed
scientific article with her/his

faculty mentor.

In 2011, ongyraduate (Nick Cox
co-authored an article with a
faculty mentor in a scientific
journal.

Standard met, continue to
monitor.
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Classics Area

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

Through the study of primary material (Latin and Greek téxtdhe original or in translation; archaeological and
art historical artifacts), students gain an appreciation for ancient societies that continue to illuminate our own.
Students must not only master basic factual material, but also learn how to syrshesiees disparate

material. The program provides a serious intellectual foundation for work in any field and-fong¢jfeearning.

Theintei nsti tuti onal initiative ASunoi ki sis, 0 an int
of Classics programs. Sunoikisis has yielded new collaborative and interdisciplinary paradigms of learning in the
liberal arts for the 21st century. Sunoikisis courses are intended for advanced, mature students, who can
effectively and conscientiously wotkrough the readings and fulfill the assignments with minimal supervision.
Students are expected to take advantage of every resource to ensure that they thoroughly understand the readi
and have a command of the interpretive issues that will form 8ige dithe lectures, discussions, and tutorial
sessions.

1. Goal
To attain a deep understanding of classical languages.

Learning Outcome
la. Students will be able to read, translate and interpret ancient Greek and Latin textsvahaadd
level.

Assessment Results
All eligible majors (4 students)

Assessmat Mechanisms
During the crossnstitutional

Program/Dept Improvement
Classics (Classics, Latin, Greek)

20

Sunoikisis experience, advanced
students will complete rigorous
translations and textual analyses
as measured by scoring at least
ACO on a set of
translation and textual analysis
questions; a collaborative team (
interinstitutional faculty will
assess this student work through
doubleblind exam assessment
process (neither the student nor
faculty member knows who is at
the other end of the evaluation
line). Translation and textual
analysis competency at an
advancd level is demonstrated b
the student's mastery of
vocabulary, morphology, and
syntax. In addition to capturing
the nuances of the semantics, th
student must recognize and
construe idioms, particles, and

subordinate phrases accurately.

and one of two minors completg
at least one Sunoiksiexperience
in 20162011; all scored at least
ACO on common
analysis questions, as evaluate(
by interinstitutional faculty
through the doublblind
assessment process. As indicat
by results of Sunoikisis course
examination results, wilents
have demonstrated clear ability
do translation and textual
analysis at an advanced level.

majors and minors will be
required to take at least one
Sunoikisis literature course.




The translation ab reflects the
student's understanding of the
place of the text in the larger
political, sociathistorical, and/or
literary context of the ancient
Mediterranean world.

All students demonstrate an in
depth understanding of classical
language through successful
completion of the capstone
experience; over the course of th
capstone project, the student wil|
demonstrate to the supervising
mentor and to the committee
translation expertise through
detailed dscussions of specific

texts.

Most students have completed a
Capstone that reflects a clear,
focused theses representing full
understanding of the topic,
sophisticated insights;
presentation and defense of
excellent arguments; recognition
of multiple dimen&ns and/or
perspectives with elaboration an
depth

Every capstone project will have
as an explicit requirement
extensive reading in the original.

2. Goal

To develop a broad understanding of classical culture, placed within a global environment.

Learning Qutcome

2a. Students will be able to research, synthesize, and draw reasoned argumnethe fevidence of
literature, history, philosophy, art and archaeology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All students will be rated at least
good (ACO) on 1
exams covering civilization,
history, philosophy, and art

hi story cour sesg
that papers and essays include
intelligible ideas and offer basic
observationsThe student must
demonstrate familiarity with
ancient evidencd_@tin or Greek
textual, archaeological, art
historical, numismatic,
epigraphicaland secondary
literature and provide basic
documentation. In addition, the
student must demonstrate basic
mastery of factual aterial.

All majors have earned ratings o
at | east good
work.

No improvements are indicated (¢
required.

All students will successfully
demonstrate a broad
understanding of classical culturs
in the capstone experience. The
SU Classics capstone is compris
of an extensive, synthetic resear
project drawing upon literature,
history, philosophy, art and
archaelogy. The outcome is a
substantive paper, with an oral

defense beforaninterdisciplinary

Most students have completed a
Capstone that reflects a clear,
focused theses reenting full
understanding of the topic,
sophisticated insights;
presentation and defense of
excellent arguments; recognition
of multiple dimensions and/or
perspectives with elaboration an
depth

Continue to insist that all capstor,
projects must incorpotra a
significant cultural element.
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faculty committee. The paper
must present a clear, focused
thesis, be welpresented and
defendedmust address multiple
dimensions and/or perspectives
with elaboréion and depth; must
indicate excellent grasp of ancie
evidence and secondary literatur
mustreflect an ability to critically
assess evidence in a sophisticat

manner.

2b. Students will develop a deep understanding of the physical contexts for classical literature, history,

philosophy, art and archaeology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Most studentsvill attend College
Year in Athens or the
Intercollegiate Center for
Classical Studies in Rome, both
programs broadly recognized as

offering highly rigorous curricula,

The Study Abroad office currentl
is reportedly constructing a surve
for all participants. The director @
the study abroad program will
require Classics students to
complete the survey.

In the absence of results of the
survey conducted by the Study
Abroad office, the Program itself
will systematically assess the
merits of varioustudy abroad
programs.

2c. Students will develop a sophisticated understanding of advanced research

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All advanced students will submi
abstracts to the Sunoikisis
Undergraduate Research
Symposiumnto be
accepted/rejected based on intel
institutional blind review. A
majority of submitted abstracts
will be accepted.

Two advanced students (one
Greek major, one Latin minor)
participated in the 2011 Sunoikig
Undergraduate Research

Symposiumafter their abstracts
were vetted through blind review
with positive results.

Continue to insist that all majors
and minors submit abstracts for
the Symposium.

All advanced students will
conduct advanced research
projects under the guidance of a
faculty mentor, from abstract
preparation through presentation

Two upper level students prepar
advanced researghmojects;the
results presented at both the 20]
SU Res. Symposium and the
Sunoikisis Symposium.

Provide closer monitoring by
faculty mentor of alphases of
project.




Communication Studies Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

It is the mission of the Communication Studies Department to: engage students in qualitative critical inquiry into
the performativethetorical, relational, social, cultural, and ideological functions of language, performance and
media; and to prepare them to become critically engaged local and global citizens with a commitment to
understanding their own embodied roles as communicattireg in the world.

1. Goal
To lead students to theoretical proficiency in engaging scholarship, theory and methodology in the three ma

cognate areas: rhetoric, performance studies, and media/culturabstudi

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate fluency in communication theories central to the study of rhetoric, media and

culture, and performance.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On focused questioris the final
essay exam in the Introduction t(
Communication Studies course,
the majority of students will show
masteryof foundational
definitions of the department's
three Core areas of
communication theory (rhetoric,
performance, and media).

Faculty analysis of final exams fq
Intro confirmed thathte majority
of Intro students reached this go

Annual review of results reveals
we are on track. To further
improve this area, in 2012012
we are developing standard coul
SLOs (student learning outcome
for our Intro class, as we have
already done for our Core,
Writing Intensive, and Capstone
coures. The department will use
the standard SLOs to develop a
rubric for assessing the final exa
in our Intro class.

Students will demonstrate maste
of at least one theoretical
orientation from Communication
Studies in their capstone project
Prospectus by explicitly
articulating their theoretical
frameworks in relation to other
theoretical frameworks within the
discipline; the faculty will rate
each Prospectus as good or
excellent based on a rubric befo
the project may proceed.

Faculty analysis of each Capstor
Research Seminar Prospectus
during the 2012011 academic
year confirmed that all capstone
projects are now explicitly
critically engaged with theoretica
appro@&hes in communication.
Revision workshops ensured tha
deficiencies in this area were
addressed before the final draft
was graded.

Differential Fluency Although
this goal was met, faculty noticeq
that a significant majority of
students selected projeats
Media & Culture and Rhetoric,
and few if any students in each
Capstone section selected proje
rooted in Performing Culture. In

general, faculty noticed a

Differential Fluency To address
faculty and student perceptions ¢
differential fluency across the
major, in2011-2012 the
department will revise the Core
requirements for the major,
writing catalogue copy so that
changes can be implemented in
20122013. The department will
consolidate the Core to focus on
two cognate areas (Media &
Culture and Rhetoric), produng

a more indepth and focused
major. We anticipate that this wil
alleviate sequencing issues and
will lead to broad improvements
in SLOs across the curriculum,
from Intro through Capstone.
General Improvement§Ve have
developed Common Course
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differential fluency across the
three core areas. This is likely du
to a combination of facter
including student interest; the
challenges of assimilating three
diffuse areas into a coherent
framework; and sequencing
problems in the major. (The maj(
requires students to take all thre
Core classes before Capstone, [
due to a number of difficutts,
many students enrolled in
Capstone were eenrolled in

Performing Culture).

Elements ad standard SLOs for
all faculty teaching our required
Core courses and Writing
Intensive courses that require
students to complete theoretical
research projects to help preparg
them for Capstone Research
Seminar. In additional, all syllabi
now include SL@ and emphasiz
intentional measurement of
student learning.

1b. Students will demonstrate mastery in depth of at least one body of critical communication theory.

Assessment Mechams

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students will demonstrate-in
depth mastery in their capstone
projects by explicitly situating
their projects with particular
theoretical frameworkdzaculty
will assess capstone projects usi
the depart ment ¢
Capstone Research Seminar
Rubric, and at least 80% of
students will achieve Good,
Strong, or Excellent.

Facultyanalysis of Capstone
Research Seminar projects sincg
our last assessmesncluding fall
2010 and spring 20%konfirmed
that all capstone projects in the
Seminar are now explicitly
critically engaged with a
particular body of communicatior
theory. Availate data derived
from use of the Capstone Rubric
to assess 14 students enrolled ir
Spring 2011 suggests that 20%
students fell into the "Good"
category, 65% were "Strong," an
15% were "Excellent.” 100% of
student capstone projects were
assessed at eith&ood, Strong or
Excellent.

Three parts of the the Seminar
the Capstone Prospectus,
Research Paper and public
Presentationall require that
students explicitly identify the
theaetical conversations they ar¢
entering with their projects, and
all of our students are now
demonstrating proficiency in this
area. Meanwhile, we have also
developed Common Course
elements and standard SLOs for
all faculty teaching our required
Core Courss that include
theoretical engagement in
multiple assignments, including
original research projects. While
assessing Capstone projects, we
again noticed differential fluency
(a relative lack of fluency in
performance), and will address
this in 20112012 with plans to
change the curriculum.

2. Goal

To lead students to proficiency in research methods by learning how to critically engage scholarship, theory
and methods in the threeain cognate areas: rhetorical studies, performance studies, and media/cultural
studies.

Learning Qutcome
2a. Students will gain practical mastery of a range of critical methods designed to identify, gaitiersize,
analyze, and produce communication texts, events, artifacts and performances.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

The majority of students will
show mastery of foundational
definitions of our three Core
methodologies in the final essay
exam for Introduction to
Communication StudieBargeted
exam questions will be assessec

Faculty analysis of final exams fq
Intro confirmed that the majority
of Intro students reached this go

Since our last assessment we hg
strengthened our coordination of
our approaches to Intro to ensur
that every section of Intro is
organized around teaching not
only the content and theory but
the methodologies pralent in

our 3 Core areas in the majdio
further improve this area, in 201
2012 we are developing standar
course SLOs (student learning
outcomes) for our Intro class ang
will use these SLOs to devise a
standard rubric for evaluating the
Intro exam

Students will present a written
capstone project Prospectus tha;
explicitly articulates the
methodology to be used; the
faculty will rate each Prospectus
as good or excellent usingabric
before the project may proceed.

Faculty analysis of each Capstor
Research Seminar Prospectus
during the 2012011 academic
year confirmed that all capstone
projects are now explicitly
critically engaged with theoretica
approaches in communication.
Revision workshops ensured tha
defidencies in this area were
addressed before the final draft
was graded. Available Capstone
data from Spring 2011 suggests
that 100% of 14 students were
ranked good or excellent on this
measure of their prospectus.

Requiring an explicit response tg
this question in the Capstone
Prospectus has ensured that
students will meet this target in
the Capstone Semin&ince the
last assessment, the Departmen
has strengthened the focus on
metodology in the Writing
Intensive courses, as well as
making the Core curriculum
course in each Cognate area a
requisite for the writing intensive
courses

All students willsuccessfully
complete a capstone project that
includes a practical, written
application of one or more
communication studies methods
Faculty will assess capstone
projects using the departméns
standard Capstone Research
Seminar Rubric, and at least 809
of students will achieve Good,
Strong, or Excellent.

Faculty analysis of each Capstor
Research Seminar final Paper
during the 2012011 academic
year confirmed that all capstone
projects in the Seminar now
explicitly articulate their
methodology and use it to
structure their analysis. Revisior
workshops ensured that
deficiencies in this area were
addressed before the final draft
was gradedAvailable data
derived from use of the Capston
Rubric to assess the 14 students
enrolled in Spring 2011 suggests
that 20% of students fell into the
"Good" category, 65% were
"Strong," and 15% were
"Excellent." 100% of student
capstme projects were assessed

either Good, Strong or Excellent

Three parts of the the Semirar
the Capstone Propspectus,
Research Paper and Presentatig
all require that the student
explicitly identify the method(s)
they are employing in their
projects, and all of our students
are now demonstrating
proficiency in this area. Student
are also demonstrating various
levels of proficiency in integrating
their argument and methodology|
Meanwhile, we have also
developed Common Course
elements and stalard SLOs for
all faculty teaching our required
Core Courses that include
theoretical engagement in
multiple assignments, including
original research projects
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3. Goal
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To prepare students to become critically engaged in local and global issues with a commitment to

understanding their own embodied roles as communicators acting in the world.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will understand the connections between Communication Studies and the world and will be ab
to articulate how disciplinary knowledge is a way of engaging with the world.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In targeted questions on the ess
final exam for Introduction to
Communication Studies, the
majority of students will explain
how our three Core areas relate
each otheand how they engage
broad ethical, political and social
dynamics.

Faculty analysis of final exams fq
Intro confirmed that the majority
of Intro students reached this go

Annual review of results reveals
we are on track. To further
improve this area, in 2012012
we are developing standard coul
SLOs (student learning outcome
for our Intro class, as well as a
rubricfor assessing the final exa
in Intro.

Students will present a written
capstone project Prospectus thay
explicitly locates their project in
relation to our three Core Areas
rhetoric, performance studies, ar|
media/cultural studiesas well as
in relation to broader ethical,
political and social issues; the
faculty will rate each Prospectus
as good or excellent before the
project may proceed.

Faculty analysis of each Capstor
Research Seminar Prospectus
during 1011 acad yr confirmed
that all capstone projects are
explicitly critically engaged with
theoretical approaches in
communication. Revision
workshops ensured that
deficiencies in this &a were
addressed before final draft was
graded. In Spring 201bf 14
students enrolled, 12 were ranke
as "good" or "excellent" on this
measure.

Requiring an explicit response tg
this question in the Capstone
Prospectus has ensured that
students will meet this target in
the Capstone Semina.

All students will successfully
completea Capstone project that
argues for the value of their work
as a both a contribution to
Communication Studies
scholarship and a way of engagi
with broader social, political and
ethical issues. Faculty will asses
capstone projects using the

d e p ar tstardard @agstone
Research Seminar Rubric, and &
least 80% of students will achiev,
Good, Strong, or Excellent.

Faculty analysis of each Capstor
Research Seminar Final Paper
during 1011 acad yr confirmed
that all capstone projects in the
Semirar explicitly articulate their
projects in relation to discipline
and articulate the broader social
significance of the study.
Revision workshops ensured tha
deficiencies in this area were
addressed before final draft was
graded.Available data derived
from use of Capstone Rubric
suggests that 20% of students fe
into "Good" category65% were
"Strong," and 15% were
Excellent." 100% of student
capstone projects were assesse

either Goal, Strong or Excellent.

Three parts of the the Semirar
the Capstone Propspectus,

Research Paper and Presentatig
all require that the student
explicitly show how their projects
critically engage not only specifiq
scholars but the discipline as
whole, and all of our students arg¢
now demonstrating proficiency in
this area.




Economics and Business Department
Assessment PlarfEconomics)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The mission of the Economics and Business Department is threefold: to provide students with a broad
understanding of the nature of economic forces and institutions; to prepare students with skills needed for entry
into the job market; and to equip studewtth the knowledge and skills needed for success in graduate school.

1. Goal

Students obtain an understanding of economic theory.

Learning OQutcome

la. Students demonstrate andapth understanding and application of the theafi@sicroeconomiceind

macioeconomics.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80%of students in Intermediate
Microeconomics receive a score
of 80 percent or higher on the
microeconomic theory assessme
exam (which includes theoretical
applications).

Only 6 of 10 students performed
at an acceptable levehn

analysis of the questions missed
did not detect a consistent patter

More than any previous semestg
attendance was an issughe next
time the course is taught, it will
have an attendance policy

In a survey of capstone students
80% agree or strongly agree the]
areconfident in their
understanding of:

1. the workings of markets and
their benefits.

2. market failures.

3. the ways government
intervenes in markets.

4. how constrained optization

is applied to economic theory.

5. the theories/models of
consumer choice.

6. theories/models of firm
behavior.

7. various market structures

Standard met for each learning
outcome.

. 90 % agreed or strongly agre€
. 90 % agreed or stronghgreed
. 90 % agreed or strongly agre€
. 90 % agreed or strongly agreq
. 90 % agreed or strongly agreq
. 80 % agreed or strongly agre€
. 80 % agreed or strongly agre€

~NO O WNE

Goals met.Will continue to
monitor. The disconnetietween
scores on the theory assessmen
exam and studenrn
their understanding is noted and
will also be monitored.

80 % of students in Intermediate
Macroeconomics receive a Score
of 80 percent or higher on the
macroeconomic theory assessin
exam (which includes theoretical
applications)

73 percent (16 of 22) passed the
test.

This result is of concern, and
perhaps iis reflective of the raise
expectations for student pettiat
accompanied the shift of the
course from 3 Is to 4 credits.
However, independent of this, a
new instructor is taking over the
course in the next two yrs, and h
will approach differentlyo
macroeconomic theoryThis will
require him to develop a new
assessment exam.
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By survey of Intermediate
Macroeconomic studesit80
percent report
l earning object
current macr oe(
was fAachievedo
achieved. 0

The survey was not taken.

It is unfortunate that the instructq
neglected to take this survein
the future thechair will remind
instructors to complete
assessments.

In a survey of capstone students
80% agree or strongly agree to:
1) Iam confident in my
understanding of microeconomic
theory.

2) | am confident in my
understanding of macroeconomis
theory.

3) | an aware of economic event
4) | am confident in my
understanding of the economic
issues presented in publications
such as th&Vvall Street Journal
and theEconomisimagazine.

5) I am aware of environmental
problems and | understand how
Economics addressédsem.

6) | am aware of economic
inequality by gender and |
understand how Economics
addresses it.

7) | am aware of economic
inequality by race and ethnicity
and | understand how Economic|
addresses it.

Standard met for every learning
outcome, exceptumber 6.

1) 100% of students agreed or
strongly agreed

2) 100% of students agreed or
strongly agreed

3) 100% of students agreed or
strongly agreed

4) 90% of students agreed or
strongly agreed

5) 100% of students agreed or
strongly agreed.

6) 60% of stidents agreed or
strongly agreed.

7) 80% of students agreed or
strongly agreed.

This was the first year to include
guestions 5, 6, and 7. The
economics faculty will discuss
where to better address issues 0
economic inequality. The faculty
is also devi®ping direct measure
of student learning related to
learning outcomes 5, 6, and 7.

Goal

Students develop their skills of analysis.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students demonstrate competency in research and writing about economics.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Eighty percent of capstone
students will complete a
significant Economics research
paper rated (according to rubric)
at the dAprofici
level.

Standard achi
capstone, studentgrote three
related short papers instead of o
long paper. 100 percent wrote &
least one paper that was at the
Aproficiento | ¢
writing rubric for the criteria

e\

required to be proficient.)

We developed a
which was distribugd to students
in the capstone. We will begin
extending the use of the rubric
beyond the capstone.




2b. Students demonstrate competency in the use a standard statistical package, e.g., SPSS statistical analy

program, SAS software, and in the analysis of their results.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Eighty percent omajors will
complete a significant research
project that requires the use of th
standard statistical package rate
(according to rubric) at the
Aproficientod or

100 percent achieved this goal.

Will continue to monitor.

In a survey of cagtone students
80 percent will agree or strongly
agree to:

1) | am confident in my ability t¢
analyze data using standard
econometric methods.

2) | am confident in my ability to
work with standard statistical

packages.

Standard achieved.
1) 90% of stdents met the desireg
level.
2) 90% of students met the desir
level.

Econometrics professor will
continue to work to instill
confidence i
this area.

n

S
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Economics and Business Department

Academic Year: 2010-2011

Assessment PlariBusiness)

Mission: To prepare students for the increasing demands of business irf'itenfiry.

1.

30

Goal
Disciplinary Literacy

Learning OQutcome

1a.Develop disciplinary literacy by understanding business theory and concepts.

Assessment Echanism

Assessment Result

Program/Dept Improvement

By scoring 85% or more on a
comprehensive final exam
covering Introduction to
Business textbook concepts i
FoB, students will demonstra
their grasp of basic
disciplinary theory and
concepts.

FoBis taught in both the Fall
and Spring semesters. For thi
assessment, we will consider
each semester independently
and the course as a whole.

In Fall 2010, 18 of 40 (45%)
students scored 85% or better
on the final exam. In Spring
2011, 4 of 14 (29%) stients
reached the threshold.

For the year, 22 of 54 (41%)
students scored above the 85¢
threshold.

This year is our first year to
calculate precise data using final
exam scores. This will serve as o
benchmark for future assessments

Anecdotally, we bétve we have
seen an approximate 10% drop in
test scores acr
sections from previous years
(before Fall 2010). This mirrors a
trend we have observaa other
required cdisted courses in
economics.

41% is a far more troubling decling
than we previously suspected.
However,because this score best
represents our
study and absorb material from a
textbook, we do not suspect the
decline relates to changes in
pedagogy or class size. Faculty w
watch carefully to see this is a
bubble or the new norm.

Students will exhibit
conceptual understanding of
business subiscipline (i.e.,
investments management in
201011) by scoring an
average of 70% or more on a
examinations in our writing
attentive course.

Studentsscored an average of
73% on two examinations on
investments management
topics.

NOTE: The relatively low 73%
average resulted from four low
Afoutlierd score
If their exam scores were exclude
and the class average recalculate
then amverage of 80% is realized

In Capstone, students will
demonstrate proficiency of

business theory and concepts

In Fall 2010, 9 of 29 (31%)
studentgeached this target.

(No section of

Troubling is that 4 of 29 (14%)
remai ned at | ev
not demonstrate




by reaching

Aproficiencyo
on the course rubric for
AnConcept A:
Literacy. o

D

end. Therefordaculty hagwo
short term objectives and one long
term objective.

Short term:

1. Build and implement a teaching
unit on each of the 6 capacities in
case students d
understand how they are being
assessed, and

2. Cap enrollment at 12 for each
Capstone section (38% of student
in the 13 person section reached t
goal whike only 25% of students in
the 16 person section reached the
goal).

Long term:

Re-evaluate the qualifications for
entering Capstone (the 4
Ainsufficiento
only a D and were concurrently
retaking or earned-Gn Finance, a
prerequisite cosei this suggests
that those particular students migh
be better served in a different
major; we allowed them to enroll
because they were already senior

The ETS MFT in Business, a
externally administered and
nationally comparative exam,
will be administered during
the student os
(The metric ensures that,
relative to other institutions
nationally, our students are
demonstrating high levels of
disciplinary literacy).
Studentsd ave
be at an 85% or higher

The average institutional score
of our business students place
them in the 88 percentile in
201011.

CAVEAT: ETS changed its MFT
in Business exam and its scoring
metrics in 2010. Thu@gr i or
results may not be comparable for
assessment purposes. Neverthelg
for the last five years, our average
institutional score has ranged fron
the 7%"-to-90" percentile. However
in recent years, more than ehalf
of the students fell at ¢h3£"
percentile level or lower. Reasons
for this disturbing statistic are

percentile. currently being investigated, with
potential programmatic changes
being designed and instituted to
reduce unacceptable outcome.
2. Goal

Research, Writing & Communication

Learning Outcome

2a.Develop business domain research and writing skills.

Assessment Echanism

Assessment Result

Program/Dept Improvement

In FoB, students will
independently apply
t heoretical r
situation by doing an

In Fall 2010, 23 of 41 (56%)
students scored 85% or better
on the Application Exercise
project. In Spring 2011, 12 of

This is our first year to track these
specific data points. This will serv
as our benchmark for future
assessments.
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AApplicati on
and in writing. We will track
the percentage of students w
meet or exceed a score of
85%.

14 (86%) stdents reached the
threshold for this project.

For the year, 35 of 55 (64%)
students scored above the 859
threshold.

Teaching disciplinespecific writing
and research is a core goal of the
program. Although we do not hav
prior year statistics, a 64% succes
rate is not an encouraging numbe
It is very interesting to note that
class size appears to have a large
impact on this statisticThe class
with only 14 members scored 869
on this metric compared to only
56% in classes with 20 & 21
members. We will use future
numbers to see if there is a strong
correlation between class size anc
success on this metric.

We intend to actively looktaur
studentsd resul
correlating number of students in
the class with the relative degree
proficiency students reach.

For Fall 2011, the department is
partnering with a Mellotiunded
writing coach who will help us
evaluate writingubrics,
assignments, and teaching
pedagogy to help us determine if v
can improve these results
independent of changing class siz

I n ABusiness
Writingo, 75%
demonstrate ability to condug
independent research and to
synthesize and write about
their results in an independer
research paper at a
Aproficiento

83% of students realized this
learning outcome at a proficier
level, based on the research
project rubric.

This is the first time this course weg
taught. Somewhat clearer
expectations and more detailed
description of the research project
will be implemented next year. In
addition, the instructor plans to
increasehe number of personal
(oneon-one) conferences, from twi
to four, in order to discuss and
improve clarity about what the fou
research stages
what each stage should entail or
encompass.

In Capstone, 90% of students
demonstrate research abilitie
and writing/communication
abilities at
level according to the busineg
writing rubric.

In Fall 2010, 8 of 29 (28%)
students reached this target. (
section off &r e

See Goal 1 capstone metric above
Troubling is that 3 of 29 (10%)
remained at | ev
not demonstrate
end. All 3 students were in the
larger of the two sections
supporting the possibility that we
must cap enrollmentd2 person
sections in order for students to




cultivate and demonstrate
proficiency.

Like in Goal 1, the named teachin
units might aid student performanc
and the longer term need for more
rigorous Capstone entry criteria

pervade.

3. Goal

Systems anthterdependencies

Learning Outcome

3a.Understand business as a set of interdependesttisciblines within society

Assessment Echanism

Assessment Result

Program/Dept Improvement

In FoB, students will
demonstrate ability to
integrate major businessib
disciplines (i.e., marketing,
operations, management,
finance, accounting, etc.)
using case method to discusg
the experience of Ben &
Jerrybs reach
on the related test. We will
measure how many students
achieve at least an 85% scor
onthat test.

In Fall 2010, 29 of 41 (71%)

students scored 85% or better
on the Ben & J
Spring 2011, 11 of 14 (79%)
students reached the thresholg
for this project.

For the year, 40 of 55 (73%)
students scored above the 854
threshold.

This isour first year to track these
specific data points. This will serv
as our benchmark for future
assessments.

The 73% success rate suggests th
our current approach in teaching
this material is generally successf
We will continue to track this
numberto determine how students
are performing over time.

We dedicate a significant portion ¢
the course to this material and
discuss it in great depth with the
students. Our hypothesis is that tf
approach has led to generally high
scores. If this approaaontinues
to achieve successful results, we
will look to model other course
elements to reflect the way we arg
teaching the Be

In capstone, students will
demonstrate ability to analyze
cause and effect relationships
between and among multiple
subdisciplines by reaching

Aproficiencyo
on the course rubric for
AfiConcept C:
Thinking. o

C

In Fall 2010, 8 of 9 (28%)
students reached this target. (
section offerse

See Goal 1 and 2 capstone metric
above. Most troubling is that 10 of
29 (34%) remained at level 1
(Ainsufficient
by semesterds
were in thedrger section.

As Business Faculty, we can:
1. Build a teaching module to
support student understanding of
what capacity they need to develo
and 2. Cap enrollments at 12.
Longer term, we must consider
asking that students choosing a
Business major will @ed to have
and maintain a C+ or-B5PA in
either their Area | and Il courses,
and/or maintain a C+ GPA overall
in order to enroll in the Business

e

Capstone.
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Goal
Application Experience

Learning OQutcome

4a. Students can apply disciplinary theory @odcepts to business situations.

Assessment Echanism

Assessment Result

Program/Dept Improvement

In FoB, students work in
groups on a case study to
demonstrate the ability to
apply theory to a business ca
and to reach proficiency.

In Fall 2010, 21 ofi1 (51%)
students scored 85% or better
on the Ben & J
case project. In Spring 2011,
10 of 14 (71%) students
reached the threshold for this
project.

For the year, 31 of 55 (56%)
students scored above the 859
threshold.

Once again, this igur first year to
track these specific data points.
This will serve as our benchmark
for future assessments.

The results here are very similar t¢
the Application Exercise results
(goal 2). Once again, a research
and writing intensive project seem
to have results that vary
dramatically based on class size.
The class with only 14 members
scored 71% on this metric
compared to only 51% in classes
with 20 or 21 members. We will
use future numbers to see if there
a strong correlation between clasg
size and success on this metric als

We are adding a course in the
Spring of 2012 that will involve a
deeper discussion on the process
case analysis as well as an
opportunity to execute on more of
these analyses. For students taki
this course, we expettd improve
upon these results.

By survey, students in the
writing attentive course will
selffr eport (e. g
Astrongly agr
ability to:

A)Aunder stand
interpret how current
macroeconomic events
impact business
deci si onso,
Level 4 Analysis),

2)ican cal cul @
between risk and return
for various types of
financial assets and other
i nvest ment o
Level 3 Application).

Regarding attainment of

1)100% of stud
or Astrongly
this statement; and

2)0% of studen
Astrongly ag
statemenbecause this topig
was not covered during thi
new course (and will not bg
an outcome next year).

A new, second learning outcome f
the endof-semester survey of
learning outcomes by students wil
be developed for next year.

Tentatively, the instructquroposes
the following substitute:

(2) Aunderstand
causes of the 20689 Great
Recessiod B 0 o md si
Analysis).

Le




In Business Capstone, studet
will demonstrate their ability
to analyze a business, to
synthesize their insightand

to write about their findings b
earning a B or above in a
comprehensive final project.

In Fall 2010, all groups met thi
target.

Faculty will explore ways to asses
students individually on this goal.
Current metrics are at group level
wherepr esumabl vy,
strongest student finalizes the
written work before submitting witl

all group names.
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Economics and Business Department

Assessment PlaifAccounting)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission
To prepare students to be exemplarstbfcal professionalism

1.

2.

3.
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Goal

Students in introductory classes develop accounting literacy

Learning OQutcome

la. Students demonstrate an ability to knowledgeably read and interpret financial statements.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students in Fundamental
of Accounting courses will
demonstrate the ability to read a
interpret financial statements at {
proficiency | ey
Afoutstanding. 0

85.7% of students in the
Principles of Accounting cage in
the fall semester demonstrated &
proficiency | e\
ffout standi ngo K
score of 70 percent or higher on
the final examination for the
course. The material on the fina
examination emphasizes the
ability to interpret financial
statements.

Additional emphasis on
spreadsheet analysis was
integrated into the course this
year. Students reacted favorably|
We will continue to monitor
student performance. Beginning
in Spring 2012, the Intermediate
Accounting Il course will
incorpaate a project in which
students analyze and interpret a
set of financial statements.

Goal

Majors learn the body of knowledge common to the study of business.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Majors demonstrate knowledge fundamental in the fields of Managelarketing, Operations,

and Finance.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On the Major Field Assessment
Test in Business (an examinatiol
administered by the Educational
Testing Service), the mean scorg
among Southwestetdniversity
accounting seniors is at or above
the 8% percentile of institutional

means.

Actual institutional average in
20102011 was at 85% of all
institutions for the September
2010- March 2011 period.

Even though this standard was
achieved, some keyuBiness
courses are being redesigned.
will monitor the results of the
Major Field Assessment Test in
Business to insure that our succg
is maintained.

Goal

Students learn the body of knowledge and skills common to the study of Accounting.

Learning Qutcome

3a. Majors demonstrate knowledge of the theory and techniques in the fields of firerecahting,
managerial accounting, cost accounting and auditing.



Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On the Uniform CPA
Examination, 50% of the
graduates from our program will
pass the four examinations on at
given attempt.

In the April 2010 to March 2011
period, Southwestern University
graduates attempted a total of 51
CPA examination sections and
pased 38 sections (66.67
percent). All three of these
numbers reflect an increase fron
the previous year, and placed
Southwestern in the top seven
Texas schools in three of the fou

guarterly testing windows.

Even though we are exceeding
this standard, weantinue to offer
a large number of electives to
provide our 8-year students
additional opportunities for CPA
Exam preparation. Anticipating
that the topic of international
accounting will be tested in the
near future, we hope to offer this|
course in thduture, if staffing
becomes available.

4, Goal

Students cultivate the skills necessary to be exemplary professionals.

Learning Outcome

4a. Students demonstrate their critical thinking and writing skills.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students will complete a
research paper that provides
evidence of a proficiency level at
the excellent or proficient
(according to a departmental
rubric).

100% of the students in the seni
level Auditing class met this
standard.

The accounting program used a
newly developed writing rubric tg
assess student writing during the
20102011 academic year. We
will consider modifications to it in
the upcoming year.

80% of capstone students will
demonstrate proficiency at the
excellent or proficient (according
to a departmental rubric)

100% of capstone students met
this standard.

Same As Above
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Education Department

AssessmenPlan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The mission of the Education Department is to profiokl a philosophical and theoretical basis for excellence in
classroom teaching, graduate school, and related work in the education field. The Education Department strive
to develop studentsdéd analytic, crthematobecaneliflangd ev al
learners who are skilled in the problem solving necessary for leadership roles in contemporary classrooms, sch
districts, educational research, policy making, and other related academic and professional fields. It is the
expetation that students graduating with a major in Education will have developed a sophisticated academic
understanding of the field Education. Students who graduate with a major in Education and teacher certification
are approved to receive state licendara specific area of expertise.

1. Goal
Students understand the variety and diversity of philosophical argumenteadntluenceshese have on
educational systems, both historical and present.

Learning Outcome
la. Students who graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree will identify major educational philosophies and
the influences these have on educational policy, practices, and programs.

Assessment Mechanisms
Studentseeking a BA degree will
successfully complete a senior
capstone paper that will be
assessed using
Capstone Seminar rubric, and at

Assessment Results
This BA in Education is a new
degree option adopted in 2609
2010. Currently, one student is
seeking this degree and will
complete her capstone project ir

Program/Dept Improvement
The Education Department will
review theCapstone Seminar
rubric once we have accumulate
student data.

least 80% of students will achievq May 2012. Southwestern University receive
a rating of fnBa a Mellon grant for writing
better. In fall 201Q astudent switched | attentive courses. In spring 201

degree programs from the BSEG
to the BA base
ineligibility to seek eacher
certification. The student receive
failing grades in two Education
courses, including the senior
capstone and was put on
academic probation for fall 2011
The student is eligible to return i
spring 2012.

the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review the Capstone
Semnar rubric and revise as
indicated.

1b. Students who graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Education degree and teacher certification will writ
a personal teaching philosophy statement that draws from the various philosophical arguments in Educatior

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
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Students seeking a BSEd degree
will write a personal teaching
philosophy statement. This pape
will be assessed using the

Assessment results lack clarity.
100% of the students who wrote|
their teaching philosophy
statement achieved an acceptal

Students seeking a BSEd degred
with teacher certification are
required to write a Teaching
Philosophy statement in their firg




Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

department 6s Te
rubric in selected courses
throughout the curriculum, and at
least 90% oftudents will achieve
a rating of fnBa
better by their senior year.

rating. However, faculty used
coursespecifc rubrics to assess
the development of the
philosophy statements. The
various rubrics failed to
consistently assess performancg
and were insufficient to assess t
developmental process of refinir
a teaching phil
gain experience.

year of the program. Students
review and revise their statemen
over the course of the curriculuni
Students will be assessed s
departmental Teaching
Philosophy rubric in order to
assess improvement over time.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review the Teaching
Philosophy rubric and revise as
indicated.

2. Goal
Students who graduate with an Education degree (BA or B8#idlemonstrate the ability to conduct first
hand investigations and report research findings to a broad academic audience, in both written and oral

formats

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will articulate scholarly arguments from the acadeadiionin Education and isonsideration
of psychology, political science and sociology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In the course, EDU 4893, 80%
of the students will demonstrate

thecourse Research Portfolio
rubric.

basic proficiency as evidenced by

Standard met.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In fall 2011,
the professor in the designated
course will collaborate with the
postdoctoral fellow to review the
Research Pdilio rubric used in
the research course and revise 4
indicated.

2h. Students will demonstrate skills in reporting research findings from original research, in both oral and

written formats.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

In the course, EDU 4893, 80%
of the students will demonstrate

the course Research Portfolio
rubric.

basic proficiency as evidenced by

Standard met.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In fdl011,

the professor in the designated
course will collaborate with the
postdoctoral fellow to review the
Research Portfolio rubric used in
the research course and revise 3
indicated.
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3. Goal
Students will demonstrate an understanding of social jussces in education and the inequities created and
reinforced by educational practices.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students who graduate with an Education degree (BA or BSEd) will demonstrate an understanding that
education is embedded in a network of social wlitical structures that can be influenced by and also will
exert powerful influences on the educational process at all levels.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
80% of the students will perform | Standardunmet. The department has used the
at the fAconsi st Disposition of Preservice Teachg
on the Departmental Disposition | evaluation when a student
Preservice Teacher evaluation. consistently dewnstrated poor of

inconsistent performance on the
disposition indicators, as
determined by course
assessments. However, the
instrument was used
inconsistently by the department
facultyi some used the tool for
selfassessment while other
faculty completedhe assessment
independently of the student.
Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review the Departmentg
Disposition ofPreservice Teache
rubric and revise as indicated.

In applicable courses 80% of the| Standard met in BSEd. Soutwestern University receive(
students will demonstrate basic a Mellon grant for writing
proficiency proficiency as This BA in Education is a new | attentive courses. In spring 201

evidenced by the Departmental | degree option adopted in 2609 | the Education department will
Writing rubric used to assess 2010. In 2012011, two studenty collaborate with a postoctoral
written assignments. switched from the BSEd to the | fellow to review the Departmenta
BA. One will complete her Writing rubric and revise as
capstone project in May 2012. A indicated.

second student switched degree
programs from the BSEd to the
BAbasedot he stude
ineligibility to seek teacher
certification. The student receive
failing grades in two Education
courses, including the senior
capstone and was put on
academic probation for fall 2011
The student is eligible to return i
spring 2012.
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3b. Students who graduate with a BSEd in Education and teacher certification will develop and apply a
variety of instructional strategies for addressing learning needs of diverse students.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In applicable courses 80% of the
students will demonstrate basic
proficiency in writing lesson plans
as evidenced by the Department:
Lesson Plan rubric.

Assessment results lack clarity.
100% of the students who wrote
lesson plans, in connection with
various courses, achieved a ratir
of acceptable. However, faculty
used coursspecific criteria to
assess the development of
strategies for. The various rubri
failed to consistently assess
performance, and were
insufficient to assess the
developmental piess of refining
a teaching phil
gain experience.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review the Departental
Writing rubric and revise as
indicated.

80% of the students completing t
BSEdcapstone (student teaching
receive an Acceptable (at least 3|
on the Provision for Individual
Differences item (#6) in the
Techniques and Results of
Teaching section of the Student
Teaching Evaluation, as scored K
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard Excsded. 100% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.75

Progress was made toward
revising the assessment
mechanisms for this goal. Work
will continue, with an anticipated
revision completed by the end of
the 20112012 academic year.

The20102011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is a improvement identifie
in the 20092010 report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all
Educator Preparation Pragns.
The information is based on datg
gathered from Principals who
hired our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
future surveyaosyq
their application procedsr
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encoura
our graduates who are employe
as teachers to complete the
survey.

3c. Students whgraduate with a BSEd in Education and teacher certification demonstrate confidence and
competence working with students and parents of diverse backgrounds.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of firstyear teacherwill
indicate that they were well
prepared and confident in their
work with diverse populations.

Standard exceeded. 100% of th
SOS attendees reported that the
were wellprepared and confiden
in their work with diverse
populations.

Qualitative responseindicated
that the department should
increase instruction on the
following:
9 Teaching students with
strong racist beliefs
1 Coping with gang and
race relations between
students
1 Deportation of families of
children in classrooms
1 Increase in immigrant
families

Progress on designing a student
survey was made and work will
continue in 2012012 with an
anticipated pilot for the fall SOS
program. This survey will be
administered once a year,
including the first year of
teaching.

In Spring 2011 the deptanent
completed a faculty search for a
tenture track position in literacy,
including teaching E@ second
language learners. Beginning
20112012, all students seeking
EC-6 Elementary Generalist
teacher certification will take a
new course on second langea
learners. Additionally, the
department moved to DUAL
certification program for all E®
Elementary Generalist teacher
certification students so that they
are required to earn Special
Education certification. Finally,
the department now requires
studers seeking 4 and 812
content area certifications to
complete one additional special
education course. Assessment
results from these curriculum
revisions will be available with
the graduating cohort of 2042
2013.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumemvebsite for all
Educator Preparation Programs.
The information is based on datg
gathered from Principals who
hired our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
futuresurvep s may be
their application process for
certification. In 20132011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encoura




Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

our graduates who are employe(
as teachertcomplete the
survey.

80% of the students completing t
BSEd capstone (student teaching
receive an Acceptable (at least 3|
on the Provision for Individual
Differences item (#6) in the
Techniques and Results of
Teaching section of the Student
Teaching Ealuation, as scored by
the Cooperating Teacher

Standard Exceeded.00% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.75

Progress was made toward
revising the assessment
mechanisms for this goal. Work
will continue, with an anticipated
revision completed by the end of
the 20112012 academic year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is a improvement identifie
in the 20092010 report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all
Educator Preparation Programs.
The information is based on datg
gathered from Principals who
hired our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teachemsurvey is voluntary but
future surveyosg
their application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encoura
our graduates who are employed
as teachers to complete the
survey.

4. Goal
Students will demonstrate thoughtful and reflective perspective taking about educational policies and
practices.

Learning Outcome
4a. Students will demonstrate reflective writingliskas distinguished from general descriptive, retelling of
experiences.

Assessment Results
Standard met.

Assessment Mechanisms
In applicable courses 80% of the
students will demonstrate basic

Program/Dept Improvement
Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing

proficiency as evidenced by the
DepartmentaReflective Writing
rubric used to assess written
assignments.

attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review theDepartmental
Reflective Writing rubric and
revise as indicated.
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4b. Students will demonstrate the development of a critical lens through which to articulate an understanding
of pre-professional experiences.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In applicable courses 80% of the
students will demonstrate basic
proficiency as evidenced by the
Departmental Writing rubric used
to assess written assignments.

Standard met.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant fomvriting
attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoral
fellow to review the Departmentg
Reflective Writing rubric and
revise as indicated.

4c. Students will analyze prgrofessional experiences aestablish learning goals.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

As a requirement for admission t(
the Teacher Certification Progran
students engage in an intercultur,
experience and write a reflection
on their experienc&0% of the
students will receive an
AApproved,
initial submission.

No R

Standard unmet.

More than 50% of the initial
submissions required revision at
least once prior to approval and
10% of these required a second
revision. The departmeniill
identify specific performance
problems with the ICE reflection
and revise guidelines, rubric, an
information sessions accordingly

In applicable courses 80% of the
students will demonstratmsic
proficiencyas evidenced by the
Departmental Writing rubric used
to assess written assignments.

Standard met.

Southwestern University receive
a Mellon grant for writing
attentive courses. In spring 201
the Education department will
collaborate with a postoctoal
fellow to review the Departmentg
Reflective Writing rubric and
revise as indicated.

5. Goal
Students graduating with a BSHdgree and teacher certification demonstrate pedagogical knowledge and
skills and academic content knowledge in their field(s) for entering the teaching profession.

Learning Outcome
5a. Students demonstrate professional qualities that support studamdeauch as: knowledge of subject
taught.

Program/Dept Improvement
Instruction for all but one contel

Assessment Results
Standard Not Metln the 2010

Assessment Mechanisms
80% of the students who are
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authorized by Southwestern
University to take the state
teacher exam receive a 240 sca
score or bettefpassing) on the
Elementary Generalist and/or al
level or secondary Content Areq
state exam (TEXES).

2011 academic year 71% of of t
students authorized to take the
content area or elementary
comprehensive exam passed or
their first attempt.

Of the seven (7) students who
were authorized to take the state

teacher certification exams in

area exam is provided by
departments other than the
Education department. The
exception is the Elementary
Education major with E®
Generalist certification.

The department collaborated
with the academic departments




May 2011, five (5) received a
scaled score of 240 or better on
the content area, Elementary
Generalist, and/or all level state
teacher certi€ation exams. At
the time of this report, one
student 6s scor ¢
available due to a later test date
Additionally, one student elected
not to take the state exams thou
he did graduate and successfull
completed all coursework and
student teadhg toward teacher
certification. This student is
eligible to take the state exams
should he choose to do so.

All six students were provided
with six hours of state exam
preparation information,
including practice exams that
identified areas of strengtind
weakness. Of the six candidate
four candidates received a score
of 75% or better which represen
the minimum score required. TH
two candidates who received
below 75% were provided with
specific information on the
competencies failed. One of
thes students passed the officig
state exam with the required
scaled score of 240. The secon
candi dateds sc
at this time due to a later test da

that represent the core content
areas (math, science, history, a
English) in order to étter align
the major requirements with the
identified teacher certification
competencies. Lack of
alignment between educator
standards and department
courses continues to prove
challenging. We will continue to
share state exam results with th
departmerd in order to support
identify problem areas in studer
performance.

Recent changes in state
accreditation procedures (Sprin
2011) have significant
implications for the Education
depart ment 6s b
on the state teacher certificatior
exams. Af Fall 2011, all
senior students who are in goog
standing for Admission to the
Teacher will take their content
area exams during fieloased,
prior to student teaching. This
change will afford students time
to retake the state exams shoul
it be necessy prior to their
graduation. The implication is
that candidates no longer have
the benefit of the student
teaching experience prior to
taking their state exams which
may impact their initial test
scores.

A second change for our
program is that the stataised
the passing rate from 75% to
80% (scaled score to be
determined).

Finally, some of the state teach
certification test frameworks
have been revised.

The three factors identified may
have serious implications on thg
pass rates for the upcoming
20112012 students.

We will design and implement &
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more intensive preassessment
program this fall 2011. Student
will receive additional practice
using the representative test
forms. We will continue using
preassessments to identify
students at risk angork closely
with those content areas for
which students seem to require
additional support.

80% of the students completing
the BSEd capstone experience
(student teaching) receive an an
Acceptable (at least 3 out of 5) @
the Knowledge of Subject Taugl
item (#1) in the Professional
Quialities section of the Student
Teaching Evaluation, as scored
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard exceeded00% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.3

Progress was made toward
revising the assessment
mechanisms for this goal. Wor
will continue, with an anticipate
revision completed by the end ¢
the 20112012 academic year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teacher
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanisn
which is a improvement
identified in the 2002010
report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all
Educator Preparation Programs
The information is based on da
gathered from Principals who
hired our graduates and from th
graduates who arergloyed as
teachers. Currently, the first
year teacher survey is voluntary
but future sur
to their application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. Wavill monitor the
Consumer website and
encourage our graduates who ¢
employed as teachers to
complete the survey.




5b. Students demonstrate effective assessment, planning, and teaching techniques.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students who are
authorized by Southwestern
University to take the state
teacher exam receive a 240 SS
better on the Elementary and/or
all-level or Secondary
Professional and Professional
Responsibilities (PPR) statgkam
(TEXES).

Standard Exceeded. the 2010
2011 academic year 85.7% of th
students authorized to take the
content area or elementary

comprehensive exam passed or
their first attempt.

Of the seven (7) students who
were eligible to take the state
teacler certification exams in
May 2011, six (6) received a
scaled score of 240 or better on
the content area, Elementary
Generalist, and/or all level state
teacher certification exams. On
student elected not to take the
state exams though he did
graduate aghsuccessfully
completed all coursework and
student teaching toward teacher
certification. This student is
eligible to take the state exams
should he choose to do so.

All six students were provided
with six hours of state exam
preparation information,
including practice exams that
identified areas of strength and
weakness. Of the six candidate
five candidates received a scor¢g
of 77.5% or better which exceed
the minimum score required. O
candidate received below 75%
(the state minimum standard) ar|
was provided with specific
information on the competencieg
failed.

Recent changes in state
accreditation procedures (Sprin
2011) have significant
implications for the Education
department 6s b
on the state teacher certificatior
exams. As bFall 2011, all are
required to take the AllLevel,
EC-12, Pedagogy and
Professional Responsibilities
(PPR) exam regardless of their
area of certification. This has
significance for our students wh
seek EG5, 48 and 812
certification because they wile
required to pass items outside ¢
their certification areas.

The department will review the
educator competencies related
the PPR to determine how our
curriculum needs to be adjusteq
to support all students taking th
all-level PPR exam.

We will design and implement &
more intensive preassessment
program this fall 2011. Student
will receive additional practice
using the representative test
forms.

We will continue monitoring our
passing rates. We will continue
using preassessments to identif
students at risk and work
collaboratively within our
department to determine gaps i
our curriculum related to PPR
educator standards.

The state implementeapilot
Consumer website for all

Educator Preparation Programs
The information is based on dal
gathered from Principals who
hired our graduates and from th
graduates who are employed a
teachers. Currently, the first

year teacher survey is voluntary
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

but future sur
to their application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and
encourage our graduates who ¢
employed as teachers to
complete the survey.

5c. Students demonstrate effective assessment techniques.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students completing
student teaching receive an an
Acceptable (at least ®n the

Evaluation of Pupil Progress item
(#1) in the Technigues and Resu
of Teaching section of the Studer
Teaching Evaluation, as scored K
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard Exceeded00% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.5

Progress was made toward revisi
the assessment mechanisms for
goal. Work will continue, with an
anticipated revision completed by
the end of the 2012012 academiq
year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is a improvement identified
in the 20092010 report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all Educatd
Preparation Programs. The
information is based on data
gathered from Principals who hire
our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
future surveyds
application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encourag
our graduates who are employed
teachers to complete the survey.
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5d. Students demonstrate effective planning techniques.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students completing
student teaching receive an an
Acceptable (at least 3) on the
planning item (#2) in the
Techniques and Results of
Teaching section of the Student
Teaching Evaluation, as scored [
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard Exceeded. 19%@0of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.0

Progress was made toward revisi
the assessment mechanisms for

goal. Work will continue, with an
anticipated revision completed by
the end 6the 20112012 academiq
year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is a improvement identified
in the 20092010 report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer webge for all Educator
Preparation Programs. The
information is based on data
gathered from Principals who hirg
our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
futur e s e tedtytides
application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encourag
our graduates who are employed
teachers to contgte the survey.

5e. Students demonstrate effective teaching techniques.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students completing
student teaching receive an an
Acceptable (at least 3) on the
teaching item¢#3, 4, 5) in the
Techniques and Results of
Teaching section of the Student
Teaching Evaluation, as scored [
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard Exceeded. 19%@0of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.3

Progress was made toward revisi
theassessment mechanisms for t
goal. Work will continue, with an
anticipated revision completed by
the end of the 2022012 academid
year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment meclsan,
which is a improvement identified
in the 20092010 report.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all Educatd
Preparation Programs. The
information is based on data
gathered from Principals who hirg
our graduates and from the
graduagés who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
future surveyds
application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encourag
our graduates who are employed
teachers to complete the survey.

5f. Studentslemonstrate increasing confidence and improving competencies in planning lessons.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students completing
student teaching receive an

Acceptable (at least 3) on items 2
3, and 4 in the Professional

Quialities section of the Student
Teaching Evaluation, as scored K
the Cooperatingeacher

Standard Exceeded.00% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.9

Progress was made toward revisi
the assessment mechanisms for
goal. Work will continue, with an
anticipated revision completed by
the end of the 2032012 @ademic
year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is an improvement identifig|
in the 20092010 report.

80% of firstyear teachers
participating in the Semester of
Support Program will indicate tha
they were welprepared in
planning and implementing
lessons.

Standard Exceeded.00% of the
SOS attendees reported that the
department was
in preparing them for lesson
planning and implementation.

Quditative responses to the
current SOS survey also indicats
that the department should
increase instruction on the
following:

Backwards design

Unit plans

Modifying lesson plans

Progress on designing a student
survey was made and work will
continue in 2012012 with an
anticipated pilot for the fall SOS
program.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all Educatq
Preparation Programs. The
information is based on data
gathered from Principals who hirg
our graduates and from the
graduates who aremployed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teacher survey is voluntary but
future surveyods
application process for
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching.We will monitor the
Consumer website and encourag
our graduates who are employed
teachers to complete the survey.

5g. Students demonstrate increasing confidence and improving competence in teaching.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of the students completing
student teaching receive an
Acceptable (at least 3) on the Se
confidence and Initiative item (#3
in the Personal Qualities section
the Student Teaching Evaluation
as scored by the Cooperating
Teacheiindicators of theStudent
Teaching Evaluation, as scored [
the Cooperating Teacher.

Standard Exceeded.00% of
students received a 3 or higher.
Average score was 4.8

Progress was made toward revisi
the assessment mechanisms for
goal. Work will continue, with an
anticipated revision completed by
the end of the 2022012 academid
year.

The 20162011 Assessment
Results include student teachers
seeking Music E€12 using the
current assessment mechanism,
which is a improvement identified
in the 20092010 report.

The state implemented a pilot
Consumer website for all Educatd
Preparation Programs. The
information is based on data
gathered from Principals who hire
our graduates and from the
graduates who are employed as
teachers. Currently, the firgear
teachesurvey is voluntary but
future surveyds
application process for
certification. In 20142011, data
will be gathered from our alums
for the first three years of their
teaching. We will monitor the
Consumer website and encourag
our gaduates who are employed
teachers to complete the survey.

. Goal

Students graduating with a BSEd degree and teacher certification will demonstrate the content knowledge ar

pedagogical knowledge and skills at the state mandated performance level.

Learning Outcome

6a. Students demonstrate content knowledge at the state mandated performance level so that Southwesterr

University maintains itState accredidation.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Accreditationrating (yearly)i
State accreditation is based on
initial and final test scores for
program completers. Scores are
disaggregated for gender and
race/ethnicity.

100% of the students received a
passing score on content
knowledge test for 2012011.
Southwestern received
"Accredited" rating for 2010
2011.

Goal met for 2012011 based on
100% pass rate on initial test
scores and final test scores for
19992010.

Continue to monitor student
performance on state certification
exams and repor
Accountability System for
Educator Preparation (ASEP) for
documenting program finishers.

6b. Studentslemonstrate pedagogical knowledge and skills at the state mandated performance level so that

Southwestern University maintains 8&ate accredidation.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Accreditation rating (yearly)
State accreditation is based on
initial and final test scores for
program completers. Scores are
disaggregated for gender and
race/ethnicity.

100% of thestudents received a
passing score on pedagogy and
professional responsibilities test
for 20102011. Southwestern
received "Accredited" rating for
20102011.

Goal met for 2012011 based on
100% pass rate on initial test
scores and final test scores for
1999-2010.

Continue to monitor student
performance on state certification
exams and repor
Accountability System for
Educator Preparation (ASEP) for
documenting program finishers.




English Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

To provide: 1) a strong grounding in English and American literature to support a life of continued reading and
reflection, with the deepened understanding of human experience that this makes possible; 2) a skillful
engagement with litature through writing, research, analysis, and interpretation; and 3) an understanding of the
relations among literature, culture, and history, and a familiarity with the basic questions of literary and cultural
theory.

1. Goal

To develop skills in reading literature.

Learning Outcome

la. Students will demonstrate a strong knowledge of English and American literature.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Papers and exams drawn from
relevant courses will be rated

good or excellent in addressing
the basic elements of Engt and

American literature. Target: 80%

82% of papers (from 1 upper
level course in English lit) and
exams (from 1 lowelevel course
in American lit) were rated good
or excellent based on &wuation
rubric.**

No programmatic changes are
required at present.

1b. Students will demonstrate a strong knowledge of emerging literatures.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

A sample of selected papers anc
exams drawn from relevant
courses will be assessed to
determine how well students
address basic elements of
emergent literature. Target: 80 ¥
rated good or excellent per
departmental rubric.

70% of papers and examsnd@
upperlevel courses were rated
good or excellent regarding basi
issues concerning emergent
literatures.

The need for increased course
offerings continues to

grow and the conversation
regarding dr opy
cultureo couwtr sé€
of the major distribution
requirement will be in the
forefront of departmental
discussions.

1c. Students will demonstrate that they have an understanding of the basic quastions

literary and cultural theory.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

A sample selected papers and
exams drawn from relevant
courses will be assessed to
determine how well students
address and integrate the

basic questions and strategies 0]
literary and cultural theory.
Target: 80% rated good

70% of papers and exams from
upperlevel courses were rated
good or excellent based on an
evaluation rubric in developing
some of the basic questions of
theory. 70% successfully
integrated those questions into
their argument.

The department continues to
identify ways in which

students can more successfully
integrate theory into their written
work, beginning with

Al ntroduction t
through the capstone seminar.
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or excellent per departmental
rubric.

In reviewing final papers written
for the capstone seminar,
department faculty will use a
departmental rubric and determii
that all papers reach

or exceed the level of acceptable

regarding the use of theory.

Departmental faculty agreed that
85% of all final capstone papers
for the spring semester
demonstrated a familiarity with
some of the basic questions of
literary and cultural theory.

Department will continue to
articulate clear expectations

in terms of learning outcomes
related to integrating theory into
final papers. This will

be stated in course syllabi and
specific assignments.

1d. Students will demonstrate competency in analyzing and interpreting texts.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Papers and exams drawn from a
rotating array of relevant
courses will be rated good or
excellent in analyzing and
interpreting literary texts.

Target: 80% per departmental
rubric.

90% of papers and exams from
one lowerlevel and 2 uppelevel
courses were rated good or
excellent based on an evaluatior
rubric.

No programmatic change neede
at this time.

In reviewing final papers written
for the capstone seminar,
department faculty will determine
that papers reach or excebe
level of acceptable as set forth ir|
the department evaluation rubric
Target: 80% per departmental
rubric

In reviewing all final capstone
papers for the spring semester,
departmental facuftdetermined
that 85% of them reached or
exceeded the acceptable level in
analyzing and interpreting texts.

No programmatic change neede
at this time.

Goal
To develop liteary research skills.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will demonstrate the ability to access scholarly resources and conduct literary research.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

A sample of papers and exams
drawn from relevant courses

will be rated good or excellent in
identifying and integrating
appropriate scholarly resources|
Target: 80% pedepartmental
rubric.

85% of papers and exams in 3
upperlevel courses were rated
good or excellent based on an
evaluation rubric on identifying
and integrating appropriate
scholarly resources

Department will continue
emphasis upon scholarly
resources and literary research i
Al ntroduction t
as well as in course syllabi and ¢
specific assignments.

In reviewing final papers written
for the capstone seminar,
department faculty will determing
that all papers reach or exceed t
level of acceptable in deploying
scholarly resources. Annual
target: 100% per departmental

rubric

In reviewing all final capstone
papers for the spring semester,
department faculty found that
85% adequately deployed
scholarly resources or were
adequately grounded in literary
research.

Department continued to discusy
guidelines to assist students in
conducting literary research at
different levels of departmental
offerings.




3. Goal

To develop writing skil.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will be able to write effectively about literature.

Assessment Mechanisms

AssessmenResults

Program/Dept Improvement

A sample of papers and exams
drawn from relevant courses

will be assessed according to a
departmental rubric to determine
how well students write about
literature at an appropriate and
effective level. Annualarget:
80% good or excellent.

90% of papers and exams in oneg
lower-level and 2 uppelevel
courses were rated good or
excellent.

No programmatic changes are
required at present.

Faculty will assess final capstong
papers written for the seminar to
determine that all papers reach ¢
exceed the level of acceptable in
writing effectively about
literature. Annuatarget: 100%
per departmental rubric

In reviewing all final capstone
papers for the spring semester,
faculty determined that 85%
demonstrated their authors
possessed the ability to write
adeaiately about literature.

Department continues to discusg
and develop guidelines for writin
about literature. Such guidelines
when written, will be distributed
and discussed in introductory,
mid-level, and capstone courses

*The Graduating Student Questionnaire, which has been an important assessment instrument for t

department for a number of years, was administered too late in the year to generate algufficien
robust response. This was because of poor communication wiingous colleagues from the
former department chair, who was on sabbatical leave in the spring term. Only two majors
graduating in the spring semester responded. Their responsesfaitdetinto what the

department hopes and plans to be a more vigorous and representative response rate for the comin
academic year.

**The courses whose exams and papers were reviewed were Survey of American Literature, the o
lower-level course surveyediterary Analysis and Methods; World Cinema,; British

(post)Modernism; Texas Slavery; and the Capstone seminar. With the exception of the Capstone,
where all final papers were reviewed, instructors were asked to select final papers or exams that
represeted the quality range of student work including the best, middling, and poorest examples
totaling approximately 1/3 to ¥ of the total number of final papers or exams for each class.
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Exercise and Sports Studies

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Exercise and Sport Studies (ESS) program offers a minor designed to provide a variety of courses which
connect the physical, scientific and practical aspect of exercise and sport. Students will examine exercise and
sport from severgberspectives including sociology, psychology, pedagogy, and business. The ESS program
supports all students and the general education requirements with Fitness and Recreational Activities courses

Assessment Plan

designed to improve physical activity and/or individuall $&ivel in specific sports.

1.
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Goal

To examine exercise and sport from the sociology, psychology, philosophy, pedagogy and business

perspectives.

Program Outcome

la. Students will recognize, describe and analyze the management elements of the business side of sport

including finance, law, organization and management.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of Students will demonstrat
knowledge of the content area by
conducting research and analyse
in formal written and oral
presentation.

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

The ESS faculty will develop a
writing and oral presentation
rubricto assess students.

80% of students will successfully
demonstrate knowledge of the
content area by achieving a goo(

to excellent grade on a final exar

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

Progress will be mutored by the
chair of the ESS program in
consultation with department
members.

1b. Students will research and analyze the individual and global impact of sport on society.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% ofStudents will demonstrate
knowledge of the content area b
conducting research and analyse
in formal written and oral
presentation.

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

The ESS faculty will develop a
writing and oral presentation
rubric to assess students.

80% of students will successfully
demonstrate knowledge by
achieving good to excellent grad

on a final exam.

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

Progress wilbe monitored by the
chair of the ESS program in
consultation with department
members.




1c. Students will research, analyze and demonstrate knowledge of the content of sport philosophy,

psychology, and sociology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students will demonstrat
knowledge by achieving a good f{
excellent rating on oral and visug
presentation of research materia

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

The ESSaculty will develop a
writing and oral presentation
rubric to assess students.

Students will successfully
demonstrate knowledge by
achieving an 80% or better on a
final exam.

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this gu.

Progress will be monitored by th
chair of the ESS program in
consultation with department
members.

1d. Students will demonstrate the knowledge in the content area of exercise and movement by successfully

completing at least one Kinesiology course.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students will successfully
complete and pass at least one
science based Kinesiology cours
and lab.

3/9 students enrolled in the ESS
program has successfully
completed an appropriakén
course.

Progress will be monitored in
consultation between the chairs
the Kinesiology department and
the chair of the ESS program.
Seniors and Juniors not having
completed a KIN course to date
and have been contacted regard
this requirement. fie ESS faculty
will be exploring the possibility of
grouping courses and pairing the
with specific Kinesiology courseg

2. Goal
To provide students with the practical, hands on experiences of the application of exercise and sport in the

disciplines of teadhg, coaching and athletic training.

Program Qutcome

2a. Students will recognize, demonstrate and analyze the elements of effective teaching and coaching of sp

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students in relevant
courses will demonstrate good tq
excellent proficiency on written
lesson plans including behaviora
objectives, activity progression,
and evaluation.

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished thigoal.

Progress will be monitored by th
chair of the ESS program in
consultation with department
members.

Students will achieve a score of
80% or better on teaching projeq
Each student will teach a physici
education activity to peers using
lesson phn, sill progression and

evaluation and skill break downs

100% of students received an 8(
or better on a project rubric.

The teaching project is a positive
culmination of the course.
Smaller, similar assignments
would be beneficial.

90% will be rated good to
excellent on written analyses of
observation of profeachers and

coaches

100% of students enrolled in
relevant courses successfully
accomplished this goal.

Progress will be monitored by th
chair of the ESS program in
consultatbn with department
members.
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100% of students seeking teach¢ No ESS students have taken thg Progress will be monitored in
certification in Physical Educatio| state exam. consultation between the chaif
will successfully pass the Texas the Education department and th
State Teacher 69 chair of the ESS program.

2b. Students will be able to identify and apply medical terminology and basic athletic training principles to
exercise and athletic activity.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students will demonstrat¢ 100% of students enrolled in Progress will be monitored by th

a good to excellent performance| relevant courses successfully chair of the ESS program in

in the evaluation and care of accomplished this goal. consultation with department

athletic injuries. members.

80% of students will successfully 100% of students enrolled in Progress wilbe monitored by the

pass a written final examination | relevant courses successfully chair of the ESS program in

on medical terminology. accomplished this goal. consultation with department
members.

Goal

To provide students with the skills and knowledge of select physical activity courses in order to continue in ¢
active physical lifestyle.

Program Outcome
3a. Students will demonstrate skill proficiency in selected activity courses required as part of the general
education courses, Kinesiology majors/minors, and the Exercise and Sport minor.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
95% of students will be rated as| 100% of students enrolled in Progress will be monitored by th
good to excellent on skill relevant courses successfully chair of the ESS program in
evaluations accomplished this goal. consultation with department

members.
When appropriate, the student w 100% of students enrolled in Progress will be monitored by th
be able to use individual skills in| relevant courses successfully chair of the ESS program in
team/competitive situation. accomplished this goal. consultatbn with department
members.

3b. Students will demonstrate knowledge of skill breakdown, rules and strategies involved in selected
physical activities.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
80% of students will be ratexb 100% of students enrolled in Progress will be monitored by th
good to excellent on written relevant courses successfully chair of the ESS program in
examination of skills, activity accomplished this goal. consultation with departent
rules and strategies. members.




History Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The mission of the Southwestern University History program is to provide students with a strong global
perspective and a solid grounding in the methoddialus$ of History, while also encouraging interdisciplinary
connections. We believe the study of history promotes both individual and collectivaedeltttanding by

analyzing the record of the past in its myriad forms. Historians learn to appreciateedlthits and the

possibilities of our own age by poring over the stories of those who have come before us, piecing together the
powerful elements of social movements and scientific innovation, and developing an understanding of how
contemporary cultureand societies emerged out of the confluence of their past conditions.

1. Goal
Students should develop a world historical perspective that identifies global patterns and connecg®ns acro
time and space.

Learning Qutcome
la. Students will learn to write essays that analyze the past in a transnational, comparative, and/or global
framework.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement

60% of all final student essays in
all world history courses will be
evaluated as either good or
excellent on the basis of the
course writingrubric.

67% of students in these course
met this standard.

Department meeting goal here,
but we will check tesee that this
goal is stated consistently in
syllabi and writing assignments.
We are working with Mellon
writing fellow Tim Turner this
year on this and other issues.

1b. History maprs will, by the time of graduation, have an advanced understanding of global patterns and

connections across time and space.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of capstone papers will
demonstrate a good or excellent
grasp of the historical patterns ali
connections that have shaped th
topic of their
discussions of relevant historical
context should be transnational
and/or worldhistorical whenever
appropriate. (Good or excellent
grasp will be judged on the basis

of the course writing rubric.)

68% of students in these course
met this standard.

Partly in consultation with Mellor
writing fellow Tim Turner, the

department is discussing how to
improve students' deployment of
historical context in their capston
papers.
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Goal

Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the basic historical developments within a defined

geographical region or civilizational tradition.

Learning OQutcome

2a. History majors will, by the time of graduation, gain a solid grounding in the history of at least one definec

geographical region or civilizational tradition.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of capstone papers will
demonstrate a good or excellent
grasp of the broader historical
context for the relevant
geographic region for their
specific topic. (Good or excellent
grasp will be judged on the basis

of the course writing rubric.)

84% of students in these course
met this standard.

Department is monitoring whethg
students maintain this more
specific regional knowledge unds
the new curriculum.

Goal

Students should be able to recognize and critically evaluate multiple perspectives on, and interpretations of,

significant questions raised by students of the past, including themselves.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will be able to evaluate at least three different interpretations of a significant historical

controversy.

Assessment Mechanisms

AssessmerResults

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of Historiography final
papers, an assignment which
requires evaluating three differer|
interpretations of a significant
historical controversy, will be
judged as being good or exceller
on the basis of theourse writing
rubric.

75% of students in these course
met this standard.

Department will explore
incorporating related, lower
stakes assignments into other
courses so Historiography
students perform better in this
area.

At the request of the Assessmen
Committee, the department next
year will provide statistics broker
down by how many students
achiewed excellent results and
how many achieved good resultg

3b. Students will be able to critically analyze secondary sources.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

60% of final papers in uppéevel
courses above the 20@vel
(excluding the capstone) will be
deemed figoodo
the basis of the course writing
rubric.

82% of students in these course
met this standard.

Department doing well here.
Perhaps more assignment abbke
specifically geared toward
improving results in
Historiography and Capstone?

The department will also discuss
with Mellon writing fellow Tim




Turner how we might simulate a
more vertical writing developmer
plan in our department, including
reflectingthat in our rubrics. This
is a challenge since we do not
have a linear major.

4, Goal

Students should develop an appreciation for and the ability to engage in historical réseladihg
demonstrated familiarity with historical sources, methodologies, and argumentation.

Learning OQutcome

4a. Students will use the accepted conventions of historical schglarstiieir writing on a broad historical

theme.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of students in the capstone
will be able to place their
argumat within a
historiographical context for their
seminar paper in faculty
evaluation of oral presentations.

68% of students in these course
met this standard.

This consistently needs work. W
believe this can be corrected
simply by emphasizing this
requirement more when preparin
students for their oral
presentations, which we will do
this year. We are also disssing
this issue with the Mellon writing
fellow.

80% of final papers in the
capstone will be deemed good o
excellent, judged according to th
criteria in the capstone writing

rubric.

89% of students in these course
met this stadard.

Department doing well here.

4b. Students will be able to locate and use primary and secondary sioun¢gtsrical research.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of capstone papers will mak
substantial use of at least one
primary source anthultiple
secondary sources.

100% of students in these cours
met this standard.

History students appear tio well
in research skills. Even in other
upperlevel courses with
substantial research papers this
year-- courses that included mar
northistory majors- 75% of
students were rated as good or
excellent for their research skills
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Kinesiology Department

Assessment Plan
Academic Year: 2A0-2011

The Department of Kinesiology at Southwestern University is committed to developing students as
active participants in their community and in therld. We seek to prepare students for life after

college by developing their critical thinking and analytical skills, communicating abilities, and providing
them with a depth of knowledge commensurate with professionals in the field of kinesiolodys To t
end, the mission of the Department focuses on:

1 Discovering and disseminating new knowledge about physical activity, exercise, and human
movement and its relationship to human health and disease.

1 Educating the public and the University community ingbientific aspects of physical activity
which enhance the quality of the University experience for all students, with an emphasis on
making decisions about personal lifetime physical activity, recreational participation, health, anc
wellness.

1 Providing oustanding service and outreachhe field of kinesiology andur community

Theachievement of this mission is manifested in the provisions of:

An undergraduate degree program

Research programs supported by internal and extemding

Publication and prsentation of scientific researahthe national and international level
An all-University physical activity and health promotion program

Participation in college and University committees agpresentative governing bodies
Civic engagement of Kinesiolggaculty and students

= =4 =4 -8 -8 9

Mission

TheKinesiologyDepartmeneducates students in the broad field of movement science. The mission of the
departmenis to prepare students fgraduate and healttelated professional programs as weltaseers relating
to movement science

1. Goal
To promote the understanding of knowledge in content arezisding thephysiology of exercise,
biomechanics, motor learning and control, biostatistics, human anatomy and concepts health and wellness.

Learning Outcome
la. Studentswill demonstratanastery oknowledge of conterih core KinesiologyareagHuman Anatomy,
Research Methods, Motor Learning and Control, Biomechanics, and Exercise Physiology)

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Students will demonstrate Nine students out of 146 student Target met. Discussion has beg
knowledge of key concepts in in the Kinesiology Core Classes| about a comprehensive exam
Kinesiology by successfully achieved gr ae g modeled afterthe ACSM and
answering questions focused on| level. CSCS Certification exas.

these concepts assignments an
examsn Kinesiology core
courses.

Target: 90% of studerd will
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achieve levels of performance at
or above gassing level in
Kinesiology courses.

Students will demonstrate
knowledge of key conceptions in
Kinesiology on their capstone ori
defense and written thesis.
Target: 90% of students will
achieve ratings of exemplary or
competent on their capstone ora|
defense and written thesis.

100% of students achieved
acceptable ratings on their
capstone oral defense and writte
thesis.

Target met. Rating rubrics have
been updated to address probler
in use of said rubrics during the
capstone courses.

2. Goal

To promote the development of written and oral communication skills as they relate to the study of

Kinesiology.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate the ability to effectively communicate their knowledge of content in

Kinesiology in written form.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Student capstone papers will be
rated by faculty to determine hov
well knowledge of topics in
kinesiology are represented.
Target: 80% of student papers w
be ratecexemplary or competent,

100%of student capstone
Theses received exemplary or
competent ratings. 44% of
students received exemplary
ratings.

Target met.Beginning spring
2011, the capstone courses havg
been altered such that the first
course in thesequence in now
worth 1-credit and the second
course is now worth-8redits.
This better reflects workload in
each course.

2b. Students will communicate their knowledgekahesiologythroughwritten works.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Studentsdé abili
write in the discipline of
Kinesiology will be assess by
faculty. Target: 80% will be rateo
exemplary or competenn
rubric-based evaluations of a
selection of writings in the

discipline.

100%of student capstortbeses
received exemplary or competen
ratings. 44% of students receiveq
exemplary ratings.

Targetmeti continue to monitor.
Rubrics have been updated to
address problems in use of said
rubrics during the capstone
courses.

2c¢. Students will communicate their knowledgekamesiologythrough oal presentations.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Studentsdé abili
within the discipline of
Kinesiologywill be assessed by
faculty. Target: 80% will be rateo
exemplary or competeon
rubric-based evaluations of a
selection of presentations in the

discipline.

100%of student capstonzral
defenses theses received
exemplary or competent ratings.
31% of studats received
exemplary31%ratings.

Target met.Rubrics have been
updated to address problems in
use of said rubrics during the
capstone courses.
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Goal

To demonstrate mastery of contentdpplying theory and content in conducting and presernitidgpendent
researcHor their capstone experience.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will apply theory and connect it to conteninidgpendently enducting and presenting research

in their capstone project.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students willdevelop and
complete a major research proje
in an advanced Kinesiology topig
as part of their capstone
experience. The majority of the
work on this project will be
carried out independently amdll
be assessed Isypervising faculty
using a rubric. Targeit00% of
students willcomplete the
capstone course sequence with |

gradebodr 6lICet t €

100% of students achieved a
gradebodbr 6ICi ghe
capstone course sequence.

Beginning Spring 2011, the
capstoe courses have been
altered such that the first course
the sequence in now worth 1
credit and the second course is
now worth 3credits. This better
reflects workload in each course

3b. Students willdemonstrate their ability to effectivetypmmunicate their knowledge tifeir capstone

project in written form.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Student capstorthesewill be
rated by faculty to determine hov
well knowledge of topics in
kinesiologyis represented. Targe
80% of student papers will be
ratedexemplary ocompetent on
rubric-based evaluations of all

capstone papers

100%of student capstortbeses
received exemplary or competen
ratings. 44% of students receive
exemplary ratings.

Target met. Rubrics have been
updated to address problems in
use of said rubrics during the
capstone courses.

3c. Students willdemonstrate their ability to effectively monunicate their knowledge dieir capstone

project in oral form.

Assessment Meemisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Student capstoneral defenses
will be rated by faculty to
determine how well knowledge g
topics in kinesiology are
represented. Target: 80% of
student papers will be rated
exemplary or competent on
rubric-based evaluations of all

capstone presentations.

100%of student capstoraral
defenses theses received
exemplary or competent ratings.
31% of students received
exemplary ratings.

Standard met continue to
monitor. Rubrics have been
updated to address problems in
use of said rubrics during the
capstone courses.




4, Goal

To prepare students for careers in the exercise sciences.

Learning OQutcome

4a. Students will demonstrate their knowledge and sthlleugh the use afertification exams and

practical internships.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students who take the
certification exams (e.gT,exas
Teaching ExamACSM Certified
Clinical Exercise Specialisir
Certified Exercise Physiologist;
NSCA Certified Strength and
Conditioning Specialistyvill
receive a passing score.

No students sat for one of these
exams in the 201Q011.

A CSCS Certification Exam
Preparation Course was offered
for the first time thigast year.
100% of enrolled students passeg
with the course with 7 of 9
students receiving passing grade
on the practice certification exan
Interest was high in the course s
future offerings will be
considered.

100% of student internship
experiences will be rated
successful by the internship
supervisor.

100% of student internship
experiences were rated success
by the internship supervisor.

Standard mét continue to
monitor.
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Mathematics and Computer Science Department

AssessmenPlan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

It is the purpose of the Mathematics and Computer
patterns of mathematical and algorithmic reasoning. The courses and experiences offerbththethatics and
Computer Science Department contribute to student
students for postgraduate education and careers. Faculty in the department teach the breadth and depth of the
mathematical andamnputer sciences with rigorous academic standards and a commitment to preparing students
be life-long learners.

1. Goal
To understand the fundamental principles, operationsapplitations of the core content in the
mathematical and computer sciences.

Learning Qutcome
la. Mathematics and Computer Science majors will demonstrate mastery of fundamentaisconoene
areas. (Targeted Student Learning Outcomes

(SLOC

Assessment Results
Math Fall 2010: SU average sco
for 6 students was 158 (68th
percentile for 300 institutions
included in 20062010 data).

Assessment Mechanisms
The ETS Major Field Test (MFT)
measures content mastery in
selected fields of study. Targets:
Southwestern University student|

Program/Dept Improvement
Met or exceeded all targets.
Improvements/Related
Developments: Calculus I,
Computer Science |, and
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to rank in upper 50% based on
average scores. (Direct Measure

Computer Science Spring 2011:
SU average score for 4 students
was 169.5 (87th percentile for 21
institutions included in 2008010
data)

Computer Science ll, Linear
Algebra and Computer
Organization were previssly
modified to include ondéour labs
to further strengthen core maste
Beginning in Fall 2011, Real
Analysis | will also include an
additional hour of contact time.
The department began offering &
second semester of Analysis in
alternating spring semgss. In
response to earlier Alumni
surveys, the department has
increased the frequency of our
Probability course to every year
and increased its emphasis on
Mathematical Statistics.




Embedded exam questions wereg
used in selected courses to asse
student mastery of targeted core
content. Reported data reflects
students meeting the minimum
standard on each embedded exg
problem, as determined by the
supervising faculty member
(Direct Measure)

Spring 2011 Statistics (4 sectiong
reporting):

Targeted SLO: Students should
able to perform calculations
involving the normal distribution.
Result: 72 of 8%tudents (80.9%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Targeted SLO: Students should
able to conduct a test of
hypothesis. Result: 66 of 89
students (74.2%) met minimum
standard on corresponding final
exam problem.

Targeted SLO: $idents should bé
familiar with measures of center
and spread.

Result: 76 of 89 students (85.4%;
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Spring 2011 CS I

Targeted SLO: Students should
learn how to use and implement
standard abstractth types such
as queues, binary heap, stacks,
and binary search trees, includin
both linked and contiguous
implementations, as appropriate
Result: 4 of 10 students (40%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Targeted SLO: Studenthauld
learn how to analyze the runtime
and space complexity of
algorithms, first informally, with
an introduction to more formal
analyses.

Result: 7 of 8 students (87.5%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Targeted SLO: Studentsalid
understand the following sorting
algorithms, and their tradeoffs:
selection, insertion, heap, merge
binary tree, quick.

Improvements/Related
Developments: This is the secon
year of piloting this embedded
exam question assessment
mechanism. Next year the
department will consider adding
target levels of success to the
guestons for these three classes
and will consider adding two
more classes to the list. We exp¢
to continue expanding this
activity.
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Result: 6 of 9 students (66.7%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Spring 2011 Linear Algebra:
TargetedSLO: Students should b
able to calculate the inverse of a
matrix and use it to solve a systg
of linear equations.

Result: 9 of 10 students (90%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Targeted SLO: Students should
able to determi@ whether or not g
subset of a vector space is a
subspace of the vector space.
Result: 6 of 10 students (60%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Targeted SLO: Students should
able to be able to determine if a
set of vectors in a vector space
forms an orthonormal basis for tk
vector space.

Result: 9 of 10 students (90%)
met minimum standard on
corresponding final exam
problem.

Math Capstone students will
indicate confidence itheir
mastery of core content areas in
survey. Target: 80% will responi
good or excellent. (Indirect

Measure)

Math Fall 2010 Capstone: 80%
(4 of 5) responded good or
excellent wien asked to rate thei
confidence in mastery of overall
core content.

Target met.

Goal

To demonstrateoncise logical patterns of mathematical and algorithmic thinking.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will demonstrate a facility with problswmiving skills.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone projects will be rated b
supervising faculty as acceptablg
or better. Target: 100% of those
who pass theourse. (Direct
Measure)

Math Fall 2010

Result: 5 of 5(100%) of those wh
passed the course had Capstong
projects rated as acceptable or
better by faculty. (See Appendix

Al)

All targets met or exceeded.
Improvemerns/Related
Developments: Supervising
faculty reviewed and
appropriately updated our
capstone rubrics. (Capsone




Rea®ning, Problerolving,
Analysis

Result: 5 of 5 capstone students
were rated as meeting the
minimum standard in this
category.

Computer Science Spring 2011
Result: 2 of 2 (100%) Capstone
projects were rated acceptable g
better by faculty advisor among
the students who passed the
course. One student failed the
course.(See Appendix A2)

Students should be able to apply
widely recognized computer
science/software engineering
concepts to practical problem,
including decompaosition, analysi
and considerationf alternative
methodologies.

Result: 2 of 2 capstone students
that passed the course were rate
as meeting the minimum
standard.One student failed the
course.

Students should exhibit a level o
work that is appropriately
challenging for a senior
computirg major.

Result: 2 of 2 capstone students
that passed the course were rate
as meeting the minimum standat
One student failed the course

Rubrics included in Appendix Al
and A2.)

Math Capstone students will
indicate confidence in their
problemsolving skills in a survey
by responding good or excellent,

Target 90% (Indirect Measure)

Math Fall 2010 Capstone: 100%
(4 of 4) respondentated their

problemsolving skills to be eithet
good or excellent

Target met.

2b. Students will be able tappropriately apply current technology in their fields.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Math Capstone students surveye
will indicate confidencen their
technical skills in a survey by
responding good or excellent.
Target: 80% (Indirect Measure)

Math Fall 2010 Capstone: 3 of 4
respondents (75%) indicated
confidence in theifacility with
appropriate technology in the
good to excellent range.

Target not met. Small sample siz
contributed to this.
Improvements/Related
Developments: Not all students
have had opportunity to benefit
from the recent increased contag
time in Computer Science |
(requiredfor all deptmajors).
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Goal

To communicate the knowledge and skills of theigige.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will be able to communicate effectively and rigorously their understandings of core knowledge

and skills.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone students will achieve &
rating of acceptable on the
written/oral presentation of their
capstone project by the
supervising faculty. Target 100%
of those who pass the course.
(Direct Measure)

Math Fall 2010 See Appendix.
Result: 5 of 5 (100%) achieved g
rating of acceptable or better on
the written/oral presentation of
their capstone project.

Mathematical Communication.
Result: 5 of 5 capstone students
(100%) were rated aneeting the
minimum standard in this
category.

Mathematical terminology and
symbols, including equations,
diagrams, graphs, tables, etc.
Result: 5 of 5 capstone students
(100%) were rated as meeting th
minimum standard in this
category.

General Writig. Result: 5 of 5
capstone students (100%) were
rated as meeting the minimum
standard in this category.

Computer Science Spring 2011.
Result: 2 of 2 students (100%)
that passed the course achieved
rating of acceptable or better on
the written/oral premntation of
their capstone project. One
student did not pass the course.
(See Appendix A2)

Students should be able to exhik
characteristics of professional
writing. Result: 2 of 2 capstone
students (100%) that passed the
course were rated as meeting th
minimum standard in this
category. One student did not pg
the course.

Targets met.
Improvements/Related
Developments: Department
faculty engaged in conversationg
spurred by th&niversity
sponsored event at the Fall
Faculty Conference on Student
Learning Outcomes, Evaluating
Critical Thinking, and Bloom's
Taxonomy. In the Math capstone
the syllabus was modified and
more time spent in class to
describe the Writing Attentive
desigation; an additional smalle
writing assignment was assigneq
early on with specific emphasis (¢
communication of critical
thinking.

Other: 3 students gave 2
presentations at the regional
Undergraduate Research Meetin
in Tyler, TX in October.

5 students gave 4 presentations
the Texas Section Meeting of the
MAA:; one of these students was
recognized as an Outstanding
Speaker.

One student attended the 19th
International Meshing Roundtabl
in Chattanooga TN, and present
his joint research wh a faculty
member.




4. Goal
To connect and deepen theoretical knowledge and practical experiences beyond the standard curriculum.

Learning Outcome
4a. Students will have opportunities to engage in seminars and independent studies whose content extends
beyond the standard curriculum.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Each year, at least one special
topics seminar or independent
study will be offered with a
combined total enrollment of at
least 5 studentgDirect Measure)

Fall 2010Spring 2011: 1 Special
Topics Seminar (8 students), 5
Independent Studies (for various
credit), and 1 Rapid Application
section (programming contest
training with 3 students).

Targets met.

4b. Top students will be able to deepen their knowledge and expetiermezigh major collaborative projects
with faculty (e.g., Faculistudent Projects, Honors Thesis, Summer Research).

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

At least 10% of graduating majol
will have an opportunity to
engage in a major collaborative
project with faculty. Those
resulting in honors theses
presentations will be rated as
acceptable by supervising faculty
Target 100% (Direct Measure).

Departmental information
indicates 1 of 9 of majors (11%)
graduating in 2011 had engaged
such a major project. All Honors
presentations have been rated
acceptable or better.

Targets met.

4c. Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in regional or national level mathematics

and computer science competitions.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Each year, a group of majors wil|
successfully participate in an
appropriate contest external to
Southwestern. (Direct and Indire
Measures)

Fall 2010: 4 students (1 team)
competed in the ACM South
Central Region (Texas,
Oklahoma, Louisiana) of the
International Collegiate
Programming Contest sponsore(
by IBM and ACM. Ourteam
placed 11th in the Undergrad
category.

Fall 2010: 3 students competed
the highly competitive Putnam
competition in Mathematics.
Spring 2011: 5 students compete
in the Calculus Bowl at the Texa
Section meeting of the MAA at
UT Tyler. This team rezhed the
finals.

Targets met.

Students will demonstrate the
knowledge, skills, and quality of
work requied for entry into the

Southwestern University chapter

PME: 201602011: 9 new students
inducted; 2002010: 7 new
students inducted.

UPE: 20162011: 4 new students

Target met.
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of the Honorary Societies in
Mathematics and Computer
Science, PME and UPE, Target |
new honors inductees annually.

(Direct Measure)

inducted; 2002010: 3 new
students inducted.

Goal

To develop skills and knowledge required for postgraduate education and careers

Learning Outcome

5a. Students who excel in our programs will be adequately prepared to pursue graduate studies or the next

stage of their chosen career path.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

Graduates will either engage in
continuing education or find full
time employment. Target 75%.
(Career Services PeSraduation
Survey) (Direct Measure)

Majors earning PhD in last 10 yr
*Daniel Reynolds, PhD (Math)
Rice Universit.y
*Jennifer Wightman, PhD (Math)
Rice Universit.y
*Michael Gagliardo, PhD (Math)
Universtiy of Texa 060 7
*Casey Douglas, PhD (Math)
Rice Universit.y
*Charles Lindsey, PhD (Stat),
Texas A&M Uni ve

Recent Majors in PhD Programs
*Jacob Schr um,
currently a Comp. Sci. PhD
student at University of Texas
*Hi Il ari Ti edeme
currently a Math PhD student at
Southern Methodist University
*Stephen Foster
admitted to Computer Science
PhD program at UCSD

2010 Graduates: 85.7% are
employed. (14 students graduatsg
with a major in Mathematics or
Computer Science or
ComputationeMath(8 Math, 5
CS, 1CM). 12 of these alumni ar
employed and 1 is pursuing
advanced coursework. See Notg
1.)

2009 Graduates: 88.9% are
employed. (9 students graduateq
with a major in Mathematics or
Computer Science (7 Math, 2 CS
8 of these alumnira employed

and 1 is pursuing advanced

Target met.

Related Developments:
Continuing Support: The Math
and Computer Science Clubs
(through association with the
MAA and ACM) provide
information about postgraduate
education and careers.




coursework. See Note 1.)

(Based on information from
Career Services.)

73




Appendix: Fall 2010 Mathematics Capstone Rubric
Senior Seminar in Mathematical Modeling

Results of the Final Exam

# students having a score of 70% or better
5 of 5 students- formulating a mathematical model
5 of 5 students- applying solution techniques to solve a model

Results of Rubric scoring of the Final Project Paper

# students
having a score
of 7 or better of
10

50f5

50f5

50f5

50f5

50f5

4 0of 5

74

mean score

9.3

9.4

8.8

9.0

9.6

9.2

Category, percentage for this
category

Description of average level attained

Mathematical Communication:
Reasoning, ProblemSolving,
Analysis: weight 0f50% of rubric

Proficient = 8 or 9 points

Problem is clearly stated. Key concepts are well
explained and mathematically correct. Good
evidence and analysis.

Mathematical Terminology and
symbols, including equations,
diagrams, graphs, tables, etc.15%

Proficient = 8 or 9 points
Appropriate use of mathematical terminology an|
symbols.

General Writing: 10%

Proficient = 8 or 9 points

Very good flowbetween mathematical prose and
mathematical representations of evidence. Cleal
defined structure with some clear transitions anc
logical introduction, body, and conclusion. Very
good organization and paragraph structure. Only
minor errors in word choe, grammar, spelling, or|
punctuation. Paper is suitable for reading by othi
senior mathematics majors; narrative is clear.

Level of Work: 10%

Proficient = 8 or 9 points

Level of work is appropriately challenging for a
senior mathematiawiajor. Some evidence of
independent work. Synthesis or application is
indicated. Student i
guidance.

n ¢

Appropriate Focus of
Mathematical Modeling: 10%

Proficient = 8 or 9 points
Very good focus. Very good discussion of
strengths and weaknesses of model.

General format: Title page,
abstract, page numbers, footnotes,
margins, bibliography, appendices
if appropriate, etc.: 5%

Proficient = 8 or 9 points
All elements appear, though some may need
improvement.




Appendix A2: Spring 2011Computer ScienceCapstoneRubric
Three objectives from Software Engineering

3 students in class, numbers reported are number of students in each category.
Objective 1:
Be able to apply widely recognized computer science/sofeveyi@eering concepts to practical problem,
including decomposition, analysis and consideration of alternative methodologies.
Midterm Question: Historically Software Engineering was seen to be the Waterfall Development Process
Method. Briefly describe itand describe how this morphed into the spiral development modelYour text
also discusses other variants of the waterfall model including the rapid prototyping model, agile methods,
incremental and iterative models. Choose two of the models that indppovthe waterfall model that might be
good candidates for your project. Defend your answer.

Results graded on | Distinguished | Proficient | Basic | Weak | Unsatisfactory

Completeness 2 1

Correctness of 2 1
response
Depth of analysis | 2 1

Summary: 3 of 3 students met the minimum standard in all threecatdgories for this objective: completeness,
correctness, and depth of analysis.

Objective 2:

Students should be able to exhibit characteristics of professional writing.

Midterm [Overall essay examrading]:Each essay question is worth 10 points. | will consider organization,
grammar, correctness of citations in assessing the total grade. Indicate the credibility of the souiice
university peer reviewed; print source available, DOI, etc

Results gaded on Distinguished | Proficient | Basic | Weak | Unsatisfactory
Organization/ 2 1

Grammar/ Style

Quantity/Quiality/ 3

Attribution of

sources

Summary: 3 of 3 students met the minimum standard in the Organization/Grammar/Styglatsgbry, and 3 of
6 students met the minimum standard in the Quantity/Quality/Attribution of sourceamdory, for this
objective.
Objective 3: Student should exhibit a level of work that is appropriately challenging for a senior computing
major
Final Exam Question
Implementation[of Capstone Project}
a. Whatskills did you lack on beginning the project that would have made it easier for you?
b. What skillsdid you have to learnto be able to contribute to the project?
c. Whatrolesdid you play in the implementation of theopect?
d. Whatpercentageof the implementation can be attributed to you? Desgobie actual work
andcontrast it to the contribution of the others on your team. Justify your answer with concrete
examples.

Results graded on | Distinguished | Proficient | Badc Weak | Unsatisfactory

Implementation 2 1
level of work

Summary: 2 of 3 students met the minimum standard for this objective.

75



Modern Languages and Literatures Department

Assessment PlariChinese, French, German)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Chinese, French and German programs facilitate critical inquiry in the interrelated disciplines of language,
literature and culture. We encourage students to explore multiple perspectives, to develop informed views, and

acquire the skills to buildommunities and act as agents of change. We seek to empoviendifearners who
can articulate a complex understanding of cultural differences.

1. Goal Students completing tHanguage requiremeniill be proficient at théNoviceto Intermediatdevelsin
reading, listenig, writing and speaking.

Learning Outcome

la. Students will be able to demonstrate novice to intermetisgd written and oral language proficiency.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Chinese: Standardsased
measurement of proficiency
(STAMP) exam will be issued to
all students upon completion of
their required language courses t
measure reading, writing and
speaking proficiency. On averag
students should demonstrate ora
and writing proficiency levels of
Novice Mid and above.

100% of students passing Ching
IV demonstrated appropriate
proficiencies.

Average 2012011 STAMP
results:

100% of students passing Ching
IV demonstrated appropriate
proficiencies.

Average 201@011 STAVIP
results:

Reading: 2 Novice Low
Writing: 4.72-Intermediate Mid
Speaking: 4.52 Intermediate Mig
Overall: 3.75 Intermediate Low

Sample OPIls were administereg
and showed accurate calibration
with the STAMP results. Scale:
1= Novice Low, 2= Novice Mid,
3=Novice High, 4= Intermediate
Low, 5=Intermediate Mid, 6=Pre
Advanced or Intermediate High
and Above.

Results in Chinese indicate
improvement in student writing
and speaking proficiency
compared to 2009/10, attributed {
effective reviews and worksheets
Reading shows slight decrease.
Materials will be developed for th
reading component, esp. dealing
with analysis of unfamiliar
authentic materials such as chec
tickets, deposit slips, etc. We will
develop the OPI component for
students completing ChinesV.

French: Oral Proficiency
Interviews (OPIs) will be
scheduled in spring 2011 upon
completion of French IV. Selecte
writing assignments were
evaluated in 2012011 according
to American Council on Teachind
Foreign Language (ACTFL)
writing proficieng/ standards. On

average, students will demonstral

OPIl results in French
(administered to 20 students)
Novice High-2

Intermediate Low 7
Intermediate Mid 7
Intermediate High 4

Essay Component of French IV
(evaluated for 30 students)

Results indicate that students
perform at expected proficiency
levels. Typically forthat level in a
classroom situation, students are
more proficient writers than
speakers.

Increased class time and sharper
writing focus brought average
writing proficiency up to
Intermediate Mid and above.
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oral proficiency of Novice High
and above, and writing proficienc
of Intermediate Low and above.

Novice High 1
Intermediate Low 4
Intermediate Mid 8
Intermediate High 17
Assessment Result

We will continue to offer rich co
curricular progamming to allow
for practice of oral proficiency an
encourage study abroad.
Program/Dept. Improvement

German: Oral Proficiency
Interviews were scheduled in the
springof2011foet udent
completion of German IV.
Selected writing assignments we
evalated according to ACTFL
writing proficiency standards.

On average, students will
demonstrate oral proficiency of
Novice High and above, and
writing proficiency of Intermediate
Low and above.

OPI results in German
(administered to 17 students)

Intermediate Low 2
Intermediate Mid 7

Intermediate High 6
Advanced Low 2

Essay Component of German I\
(evaluated for 17students)

Intermediate Low 2
Intermediate Mid 4

Intermediate High 9
Advanced Low 2

Results indicate that German
students meet and exceexpected
proficiency levels. They almost a
as strong in speaking as in writin
Smaller classes support intense
proficiency developments.

We will continue to implement
measures to encourage/reward c
curricular opportunities to develo
oral proficiency such as OP
credits for language table
participation.

Faculty in MLL will collaborate to
fine tune their OPI and Writing
Proficiency Assessment Skills.

2. Goal

Students completing the minor will demonstrate intermedigatel reading, listening, writingnd speaking

proficiencies.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will be able to understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics and

present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a t@piesy of
commensuratwith novicehigh to intermediate proficiency profiles.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Chinese: On average, students
should demonstrate oral
proficiency of Novice High and
above, and writing proficienayf
Intermediate Low and above.

Students completing 3dével
courses in Chinese tested at or
above expected proficiency.

STAMP results

Reading 3.25 Novice High
Writing 5.33 Intermediate Mid
Speaking 4.83ntermediate High
Overall 4.47Intermediatd_ow

STAMP results show significant
improvements in reading at the
300 level. Data indicates a
growing community of Chinese
learners. Provide current events
based worksheets. Minor
"capstone" to be instituted with 2
hour, 2credit courses for
Intermediateand Advanced levels
in order to offer continuity past th
language requirement.

French: On average, students
should demonstrate oral and
writing proficiencies of
Intermediate Mid and above.

French: On average, students
should demonstrate oral and
writing proficiencies of
Intermediate Mid and above.

No formal OPI results were
collected this year for students
completing the minor. Generally
all students were performing at
the Intermediate level of written
and oral proficiency.

Core faculty in French wasa
oneyear leave. Adjunct was not
trained in OPI. OPIs will be
administered to students upon
completing the courses for the
minor possibly as early as 2012.
Selected writing assignments in
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300level courses and above will
also be evaluated according to
ACTFL standards.

German: On average, students
should demonstrate oral and
writing proficiencies of
Intermediate Mid and above.

Informal assessment of oral
proficiency during class
discussion: All students in 300
and above level courses perforn
at Internediate Mid or above.
Formal assessment results of
writing proficiency (11 samples)
show that all students perform a
Intermediate Mid or above.

Core faculty in German was
teaching on the London Program
Adjunct was not trained in OPI.
Results show thatevelopment of
proficiency continues at and
beyond expectations for learning
outcomes at the 300 and above
levels. Formal OPI will be
integrated into courses in 2012.
We will seek faculty development
opportunities in writing assessme
following ACTFL guidelines.

3. Goal
Students completinthe major, whichis offered in French and German and through special arrangement in
Chinese, will show advanced proficiency in reading, listening, writing, and speaking.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will be able to do advanced research and writing in the target language.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Chinese: 90% of students
completing a capstone project wi
be evaluated as good or excellen
based on a departmental rubric
indicating their quality of researc}
writing, and ability to present thei
project in the target language.
The Chinese Programfefs the
Minor in Chinese.

Chinese Capstones are only
offered for approved Student
Designed Majors.

This year there were no student
completing a Student Designed
Major in Chinese.

Long term, the department aims {
develop a foundational course in
cultural studies to introduce
theories, methods, models for
application, and projects for civic
engagement within language
communities, in order to help
students further understand the
cultural underpinnings of languag
study. Short term, our most
advanced coges will integrate the
introduction to critical methods
into course level learning
outcomes. In Chinese we will
develop criteria for a "Certificate
of Advanced Mastery." Analysis
indicates a need to measure
progress in research and writing
skills.

Frenchand German: 90% of
capstone projects will be evaluatg
as good or excellent based on a
departmental rubric indicating

their quality of research, writing,
and ability to present their project
in the target language.

French: 100% of capstone
projects wereevaluated as good
or excellent.

German: 100% of capstone
projects were evaluated as good
or excellent.

Same As Above

Updating the capstone rubric to
include a theoretical framework /
critical lens criterion aided
students in doing advanced work
Prograns are discussing
integrating this category into
intermediate to advanced course
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3b. Students will demonstrate advanced critical and analytical argumentative skills, orally and in writing.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

French and German: 80% of
students completing the capstong
will demonstrate oral proficiency
of Advanced Low or above, and
writing proficiency of Advanced
Mid or above.

100% of students demonstrated
the appropriate proficiencies.

Same AsAbove

4. Goal

Students at all levels will demonstrate cultural literacy commensurate with their proficiency levels.

Learning OQutcome

4aStudents completing tHanguage requirementill attain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Assessmentlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Chinese: 80 % of students will
meet or exceed Milestone 2
American Association of Colleges
and Universities (AACU)
Intercultural Knowledge and
Competence (IKC) Value Rubric.

Informal in-course assement of
components in Milestone 2.
General impression that student
meet the criteria.

Chinese will formally establish
and follow intercultural knowledg
and competence benchmarks.
The department is expanding its
languagespecific rubrics to asses
cultural literacy relative to specifig
assignments. These rubrics are
place and will be integrated into
course level Student Learning
Outcomes.

French: 80% of students will mee
or exceed Milestone 2 of Americg
Association of Colleges and
Universities (AACU) Intercultural
Knowledge and Competence
(IKC) Value Rubric.

100% of French IV students
demonstrated knowledge, skills
and attitudes commensuie with
IKC Milestone 2 or above.

Same As Above

In French 41V, updated and
expanded culture units help to
meet or exceed Milestone 2.

German: 80% of students will
meet or exceed Milestone 2 of
AACU IKC Value Rubiric.

100% of German IV students
demamstrated knowledge, skills
and attitudes commensurate wit
IKC Milestone 2 or above.

Same As Above

In German 4V, updated and
expanded culture units help to
meet or exceed Milestone 2.

4b. Students completing thrainor will demonstrate the ability to negotiate cultural differences.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Chinese: 80% of students will
meet or exceed Milestone 3 of
AACU IKC Value Rubric.

Informal in-course assessment @
components in Milestone 3.
Involvement of minors in their
courses, at Chinese Language
Table and Speaker series
indicates they generally meet
Milestone 3 criteria.

Chinese will formally establish
and follow intercultural knowledg¢
and competence benchmark
The department is expanding its
rubrics to assess cultural literacy
relative to potentially intensified
minors in the new campugide
curriculum (44 student course
load). The rubrics are in place ar
will be integrated into Student
Learning Outcomes
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French: 80% of students will mee
or exceed Milestone 3 of AACU
IKC Value Rubric.

100% of 30devel students
demonstrated proficiency
commensurate with IKC
Milestone 3 or above.

Same As Above

German: 80% of students will
meet or exceed Milestone 3 of
AACU IKC Value Rubric.

100% of 30devel students
demonstrated proficiency
commensurate with IKC
Milestone 3 or above.

Same As Above

4c. Students completing threajor, which is offered in French ar@ermanwill articulate a complex

understanding ofultural differences.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

French: 90% of students will meeg
or exceed Capstone 4 of AACU
IKC Value Rubiric.

100% of departmental capstone
projects demonstrated proficieng
commensurate with AACU
Capstone 4.

Students are benefitting from
increased foregrounding of the
IKC Rubric at the start of their
capstone projects. An aim was
identified to increase opportuigs
for interacting with culturally
different others as described in th
IKC Rubric.

German: 90% of students will
meet or exceed Capstone 4 of
AACU IKC Value Rubric.

100% of departmental capstone
projects demonstrated proficieng
commensurate with AACU

Capstone 4.

Same As Above
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Modern Languages and Literatures Department

Assessment PlariSpanish)

Academic Year: 200-2011

Mission

The purpose of th8panish Program, in accordance with the Core Values of Southwestern University, is to foster
an environment that enables students to develop cultural and linguistic competencies in Spanish and interact
effectively and responsibly in a world with increasiegognition of the regional, national and international
Spanishspeaking communities.

1. Goal

Students will achieve higlevel oral communication proficiencies at the end of four seeresf language

study skills

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate ability in speaking and listening according to proficiency levels set by the
American Council on the Teaitly of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Using the STAMP exam
(Standardbased Measurement of
Proficiencyexam that uselevels
of proficiency defined by
ACTFL), the following set of
students will achieve these
speaking proficiencies:

After completion of the 4th
seemster course sequence in
language study, 80% of students
will attain a novice high rating
(STAMP level 3 o higher) (out of
6).

Due to the large numbers of
students studying the Spanish
language athe Univ, the Dept
required the completion of the
STAMP test and weighted its
results as part of the course grag

Fall 2010: 53 (100%) students
taking Spanish IV took the
STAMP test. Average on readin
was 3.96/6. Average on speakin
was 4.04/6

Spring 2011: 78 (100%) students
taking Spanish IV took the
STAMP test. Average on readin
was 3.6/6. Average on speain
was 3.91/6.

Goal met for 201011.

In 20092010, 30 of 36 students
taking Spanish IV in the Fall 09
took the STAMP test; 97%
achieved desired proficiency.

99 of 102 students taking Spanis
IV in the Sprin 2010 semester
took the STAMP test; 98%
achieved desired proficiency.

Goal was met for 2009010

The Spanish department is
meeting speaking proficiency
goals for the 4th semester cours
sequence and is very satisfied
with theresults. We will continug
to use the STAMP exam and wil
continue to monitor the results
(see attached data set).

Under the new curriculum
changes for Spanish IV
(implemented Spring 2011),
which added an addition contact
hour targeting conversationsttv
professors and department interi
as well as required community
service learning projects (Annie
Purl bilingual tutoring) we will
continue to track and monitor
these specific results to see if
speaking proficiency increases.
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Using the STAMP exam, the
following set of students will
achieve these proficiencies:

80% of Spanish minors will
achieve an intermediate low
rating. (STAMP level 4 out of 6)

The STAMP test is now required
for all graduating minors (with an
email reminder sent from the
Chair) as per the assessment
change in 2002010 .

Number of minors for 2022011
21 graduated in May 2011. 4

projected to graduate in Decemi
of 2011.

Results: 18/21 minors took the
STAMP test. Reading average
was 4.22/6. Speaking average
was 4.3/6.

Goal met.

Continue to track minors with
help of Intitutional Research as
declared minors changes rapidly,
especially after a stuegbroad
experience. Data will be entered
into exccl spreadship that was
started this year.

Using the STAMP exam, the
following set of students will
achieve these proficiencies:

80% of Spanish majors will
achieve an intermediate mid
rating. (STAMP level 5/6)

The Spanish department listed i
the university catalog the structu
of the senior capstone class to
include taking the STAMP exam
as a requisite of the course in
addition to carryin@ weighted
conmpletion grade (5%).

Number of majors for 2022011:
10 majors, 9 took the STAMP
test. Average reading score was
4.5/6. Average speaking score
was 4.5/6.

Goal wasnot met.

In 20092010, 8 of 12 Spanish
majors took the STAMP exam;

50% acleved level 6).

It appears in the STAMP data
that the students who take the
exam in the least amount of time
(approx. 2530 minutes-see
attached data set) scored lower
both readig and speaking than
those students who spent more
than 40 minutes. Therefore, the
Spanish department will conside
allocating a higher weighted grac
for the STAMP exam in order to
incentivize our students to achie
their highest level. We will have
to consider how else to incentiviz
majors to score their personal be
rather than fulfill a requirement in
April before graduation/ loss of
interest.

Goal

Students will developritical and analytical writing skills.

Learning Outcome

2a. Spanish majors and minors will write a critical research paper, appropriate to their various language skill

level, analying an issue pertaining to Spanish studies.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All student papers (majors and
mi nors) wil/l me
level of critical and analytical
writing skills based on a
departmental grading rubric
implemented in 2009 to be used
15344 (WA) and 1834

(Capstone). 50% will reach the

Copies of writing exercises and
accompanying rubrics were
collected from a corregmding
level of student's work from mos
upperevel courses, specifically
15-344 and 1834.

In 20162011, rubrics were

In 20112012, greater writing
samples will need to be collecteg
in a timely fashion to ensure that
50% of students are achieving th
standard ofjoodand 20% are

achieving the standawaf exellent
based on their final writing projeq
for the course.




standard of goodnd 20% will
reach the rating of excellent basg
on these rubrics for each
corresponding level.

standardized for Capstone oral
and written projects, as well as
15-344. 100% projects collected
for 15344 in Fall 2010. Awaiting
capstone papers from 2011.

In 20092010, 78 or 96 upper
level student records from the
Spring 2010 semester were
collected; 96% of those student's
papers showed achievement of &
"adequate" level of critical and
analytical writing skills.

The Chair of the Spanish
Department will continue to
remind the Spanish faculty to
submit samples by May T
graded rubrics to accompany
samples, and a tally of final
written projects andrades to
determine if assessment results
being met.

PDF files of graded papers and
rubrics are being scanned and k
on the department flagtrive
implemented this year.

2b. Students will be able to respond critically and analytically to relevant questions and issues about/of the

Spanishspeaking world including the United States.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

The Spanish Department is in th
process of assessing three sepa
300 level Spanish courses for
determining critical and analyticg
awareness of issues concerning
the Spanistspeakng world in
imbedded questions on
examinations, papers and oral
presentations. The 300 level is tf
best level to assess such issues
it captures both major and minor
Spanish students, as well as Lat
American Studies major and
minor students.

In 20092010, Spanis 344 was
specifically targeted.

In 20162011, Spanish 334
Advanced Grammar and
Conversation was targeted due
the structural change of
curriculum in the department as
well as departmental
modifications in course names a|

learning outcomes.

The course 334 Advanced
Grammar and Conversation was
utilized in 20162011 to assess
relevant questions and issues
about the Spanisspeaking world.

In 20162011, the goal was met
with 90% of the students enrolle
in Spanish 344 demonstrating a
substantial level of critical and
analytical awareness concerning
issues of the SpanisBpeaking
world in their final oral
presentation and written
assignmentsGraded papers and
rubrics are being scanned and
filed on the department's flash
drive implemented this year.

In 20112012, Spanish 354
"Cultures and Civilizations of the
Hispant World" will need to
submit rubrics, sample test
guestions and sample paper
prompts that demonstrate how
student's knowledge of issues
concerning the Spanisgpeaking
world.

In order to assure a means of
assessing across the departmen
the faculty willcontinue to
discuss the need for using exam
in upperlevel courses.

3. Goal

Students will attain a high level of cultural awareness.

Learning Qutcome

3a. Majors/minors will demonstrate knowledge of contemporary Spanish and Latin American literature and

history.
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Assessment Mechanisms

AssessmerResults

Program/Dept Improvement

Based on an evaluation rubric
measuring questions embedded
writing assignments in the 344
Introduction to Literary Studies,
students will earn adequate statt
on concepts of Spanish and Lat
American literatire, history and
literary trends and movements.

Evaluation of student work using
a common rubric for Spanish 344
Introduction to Literary Analysis
(Writing Attentive) course shows
that 100% of students earned
adequate status of knowledge of
literary movements and concepts
and their historical contexts.

Sample work with attached
rubrics were collected and filed ¢
the deparment's flagfrive as
evidence of this attained goal.

Sample rubrics for 344 will
continue to be collected, as per t
Chair's request, and cataloged ir
the archives.

While assessment shows good
achievement on the part of
students at the 344 level, the
Spanish department will continug
to discuss in the coming 2011
2012 academic ear how the
learning outcomes for a great
diveristy of course study can be
assessed (as 34zHio longer the
key course common to all majors
and minors). The department wi
specifically disucss how the
linguistics option now in greater
rotation within the department's
curriculum can be woven into the
assessment plan, and help deve
accompanyig assessment
mechanisms.

3b. All spanish students will increase their knowledge of contemporary Spanish and/or Latin American
popular culture as it is expressed in visual medieh sis film and TV.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Student written and verbal
activities on subjects of
contemporary popular culture wil
show that 100% of students
demonstrated an increased
knowledge of popular Hispanic
culture.

This is the fourth year for
incorporating Spanistanguage
television into language classes
(Spanish Il & IV) .

The majority of Spanish Ill and
IV students demonstrate
knowledge oHispanic popular
culture as evidenced by one
modified oral proficiency
interview conducted during the
Fall and Spring semester of all
Spanish Il and IV students over
popular culture as expressed
through the Spanish television
program entitled "Cuentame”.
Questions related to the televisia
series are also imbedded in the
mid-term and final exams for the
courses.

Fall: 2010 Goal met
Spring 2011: Goal met

The Annie Purl Enrichment
Program will continue for futher
opportunities for SU students to
interact with heritage speaker of
Spanish and assessment activiti
will continue. An initial survey of]
participants wa developed in this
pilot semester and will be
administered again in 2022012.
The department will continue to
work closely with Suzy Pukys
office of Civic Engagement (see
attached article).

The Spanish department will
continue to offer the Advanced
Grammar and Conversation
course (334) as Spanish Cinemg
for Conversation on a more
frequent and consistent basis in
order to meet student's interests
demands and needs. Assessme
of reading and speaking
proficiency via the STAMP test




Profesors Abby Dings and Ted
Jobe intensified Spanish IV in
Spring 2011 to increase contact
hours byl hour and require
participation of 10 hours/semests
in a community learning service
project (Annie Purl Elementary
Enrichment Program). Both
aspects of Spanish IV need to
continue to assess how these
changes are affecting the progra
The Annie Purl Erichment
program was awarded a
"Partnership in Education (PIE)
Award" for GISD.

Over 88% of Spanish 334 stude
who take the course as Advance
Grammar with the subtitle of
Spanish Cinema for Conversatig
demonstrate an increased
knowledge of Hispanicqpular
culture as evidenced by several
oral presentations, both individua
and small group activities, for
which aspects of popular culture
are discussed, and for which an
oral presentation rubric is utilizeg
and collected.

should be considered target
acquisition at this level. Budget
may restrict this option.

3c. Majors and minors will increase their filsand knowledge of contemporary Spanish and Latin American

culture through study abroad in Sparsgieaking countries.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students who return frot
study abroad will show higher
level of knowledge of popular
culture.

On average, since 2004, 81% of
Spanish majors participated in
study abroad. For minors, that
average is 69%. In 2042011,
70% of Sparsh majors
participated in Study Abroad.

The Spanish department believe
that the new curriculum will help
more students find the time to
study abroad during their tenure
Southwestern. Mechanisms hay
been put in place concerning the
transfer of crediso that students
seeking a maor or minor in
Spanish will not fall behind due t
semester or year long study
abroad options..

Given the clear benefits of study
abroad, the facultwould like to
see an increase in the percentag
of majors who study abroad to
90%.

The Spanish department has
developed two new study abroag
programs; a language level
program in Costa Rica began in
the summer of 2011 and a new
model for an advanced leV
summer study abroad program
was also initiated in 2011.

Both programs were filled to
capacity with 25 students each.
For the first time, the STAMP teg
was administered prior to
departure and upon completion ¢
the program. Results will be

85



86

collectedand analyzed during the
summer months. From this
analysis, improvement plans can
be put in place.

We would like to know the
percentage of Spanish majors w
study abroad compared to Ron
Spanish majors who study abrog
We would also like to know if
Spanish students or the general
population who study abroad
retain language profiency at a
higher rate than those who did n
study abroad.

It has been suggested in the pag
to the assessment committee thg
national survey, such as the BE\
or IDI surwey for assessing globa
understanding be implemented K
Southwestern's International
Studies Office to help aid in the
collection of this important data.




Music Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 2010- 2011
Mission
TheMusic Departmenstrives to serve thigeld of music and, ultimately, thglobalcommunityby offering

Southwestern studendsrigorousand weltroundedmusic program of the highest quality within the context of a
liberal arts education.

1. Goal
To provide a Bachelor of Arts program with a balanced music curriculum for students with strong interests ir

music who also wish to pursue a broad liberal arts education.

Learning Outcomes

la. Students in the Bachelor of Aiits Music degree program at Souttskern will develop ability in

performing areas at levels consistent with the goals and objectives of the specific liberal arts degree prograr

being followed.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improveent

All music majors, Bachelor of
Arts as well as Bachelor of Musi
students, must be rated as
satisfactory or aboyeccording to
the assessment formin juries
held every semester, and pass a
Sophomore Barrier Examination
in performance.

As we havgust initiated use of a
new assessment form for studen
juries (201011), the department
has not yet been able to track
longerterm progress. The
assessment data of the new forn
however, is now allowing us to
follow student progress for the
years leadingo their Sophomore
Barrier exams (and beyond to

Capstone).

We are continuing to improve ou
new Jury/Recital/Capstone
Grading Form, soliciting ideas fo
improvementrom the faculty
after each semester of use. Thig
will continue next year. Attacheq
is the two most recent version of
the form (Spring, 2011).
Numerical data from the jury
assessment form will be includeg
in future reports.

1b. Students in the Bachelor of Arts in Music degree program at Southwestegaiwidn understanding

of a varietyof musical styles, structures and languages, and the cultural contexts in which they developed.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Performanceapacity in varying
styles is promoted throughout a
student 6s Appli
working through a variety of
repertoire semeste¢o-semester,
and assessed during eofd
semester Juries. Ultimately, this
leads a student to a
comprehensive Sophomore
Barrier.

St udent srppriormigg €
music in different styles is now
more closely and accurately
tracked with our revised
Jury/Recital/Capstone Grading
Form (201611). All B.A.
students taking their Sophomore
Barrier exam this year
satisfactorily met ouexpectations
regarding style representation, &
students working towards their
Barrier exam next year will have
more detailed feedback regardin
their stylistic progress.

See Learning Outcomes 1a.
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Courses in Music Theory and
Music Literature considassues
of musical style, formal structure
musical language, aesthetics, an
the cultural context from which
they all stem. Assessment of the
student sé under
musical elements comes in the
form of analysis and compositior
assignments andaduated
writing assignments.

The large majority of our student
in Music Theory and Music
Literature courses perform at a
satisfactory level or above. Thog
that do not meet that standard a
asked to repeat those courses o
not continue the major
(detemined at the very latest at
the Sophomore Batrrier).

We will look to find
representative assignments/ exa
to use as the basis for annual
academic assessmestarting

with the 201112 report.

1c. Students in the Bachelor of Arts in Music degree program at Southwestern will demonstrate knowledge
areas

and/ or skill s i

andinterests.

n one or mor e

of musi c

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessmet Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All Bachelor of Arts students will
present and achieve a rating of
goodor above on &€apstone
experience. This may be a publi¢
performance, performance of
compositions, a paper
presentation, lecture/recital, or
anyother format approved in
advance by the music faculty.
Depending on the project, an
appropriate hearing is held by th
department to ensure the studer
is well-prepared to present the
Capstone.

Based on our Capstone hearing
process, no students were
unprepared for their Capstones.

The range of possible experienc
for Bachelor of Arts students hag
broadened over the course of th¢
past few years, partly through
student initiative but also through
increased willingness by music
faculty to considealternatives to
the traditional recital in one
performing medium. There have
been lecture/recitals, and recitalg
that consisted partly of standard
repertory and partly of the
student 6s own
flexibility is certainly more
appropriatetothe ndi vi d
needs and interests and, it is to
hoped, will continue. Catalog
language has been modified to
reflect this practiceAs we have
notyet had nofperformance B.A.
Capstones since the new
assessment forms have gone int
use, nomerformanceubrics have
not yet been developed.

Goal
To provide a Bachelor of Music program that develops performance skills through rigorous preparation of

high-quality solo, chamber and large ensembile literature.

Learning Outcomes

2a. Students enrolled in Bachelor of Music degree programs at Southwegtercquire technical skills
requisite for artistic selexpression in at least one major performance area at a level appropriate for the

particularmusic concentration.
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AssessmernMechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All B.M. students perform jury
exams at the end of each
semester. These juries are
evaluated by the full music
faculty. The jury grading form
considers the following
elements: Rhythm, Tempo,
Expressivity, Style, Difficulty,
Preparedness, Intonation,
Technique, Diction, and
Accuracy. Stu
tracked semesté¢o-semester
leading to their Sophomore
Barrier Exam, then ultimately ta
their Capstone.

Instances of students failing to
achieve a satisfactory rating on g
regular enebf-semester jury have
been exceedingly rare, less than
one per academic year. Comme
by faculty on jury evaluation
forms have indicated that most if
not all students perform their
chosen repertoire with atdst
adequatedchnical mastery.

The new Jury/Recital/Capstone
Grading Form (201:Q1) has
already been a useful guide to
marking progress of student
performance skills. The form wil
be going under further refinemer
but the department feels that thig
will continue to be a strong tool
for assessing student success.

2b. Students enrolled in Bachelor of Music degree programs at Southwestetemdihstrat&nowledge
and skills sufficient to work as a leader and in collaboration on matters ofahinsérpretation, as well as
rehearsal and conducting skills appropriate to the particular moisaentration.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

In the introductory entrevel
conducting course, 100% of
Bachelor ofMusic students will
be rated as satisfactory or above
This is determined through
weekly assignments and a
performance final exam.

No Bachelor of Music student in
the past five years has failed to
meet this standardAll Bachelor
of Music students havaet the
standard in both chamber and
large ensemble conducting
contexts.

At the present timeBachelor of
Music students ameotrequired to
demonstrate acquisition of the
above skills in a public forum.
Some such forum may therefore
need to be installed farricher
experience foBachelor of Music
students; alternatively, the meth
of demonstrating acquisition of
these skills irthe entrylevel
course should be made clear on
the syllabus.

2c. Students enrolled in Bachelor of Music degree programsaegjuire keyboard proficiency.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of Bachelor of Music
students will perform and pass a
basic keyboard proficiency
examination, which includes
performance of repertoire and
basic technical elements (scales
and arpeggios), and demonstrati
of sightreading and improvisatiol
skills.

All Bachelor of Music studgsin
the last five yearbave net this
requirement.

The requirements for the
examination have recently been
broadened to include an
improvisation requirement, in an
effort to address NASMequired
competency in this aredhe
department is in the process of
developing a more rigorous
proficiency examination for musi
education majorOther ways to
add rigor to the examare being
considered.
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2d. Students enrolled in Bachelor of Music degree programs at Southwestattemdhstrate artistry,
technicalskills, collaborative competence and knowledge of repertory throughareznsemble experiences,
in ensembles varied both size and nature.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of Bachelor of Music
students must be rated as
satisfactory or higher iseven
to-eightsemesters of a large
ensemble course. Instrumental
performance majors must be
rated as satisfactory or higher ii
at least two semesters of
Chamber Music as a creed
course.

All Bachelor of Music students in
the past five years have met the
standard ensemble requirement.

Beginning with the 2012011
catalog, all Bachelor of Music
students are now required to
complete eight semesters of
ensemble experience, except fq
music education majors: these
students will be required to
complete seven semesters.
Chamber music studenénrolled
for credit have frequently
exceeded the minimum
performance requirement,
appearing oftampus in such
venues as the Texas Music
Educatorsdéd Ass
convention and public schools i
Houston and San Antonio.

3. Goal
To provide a Bachelor of Musjmrogram that prepares music education students to teach in elementary and
secondary schools.

Learning Qutcomes

3a. Students who graduate from the Bachelor of Music in Music Educatigmee program at Southwestern
will have the ability to teach music @arious levels to different age groups and in a variety of classroom and
ensemble settings in ways that develop knowledge of how music works syntactically as a communication
medium and developmentally as an aggntivilization.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Music Education majors desiring
state certification must take and
pass the TEXESxam no. 173
Music Education E€12. The
examination includes many
questions on specific music
teaching techniques, both vocal
and instrumental, at all grade
levels.

Since spring 2008, four
Southwestern Music Education
students tookhte specialization
exan. All (100%) passed it on
their first attempt.Exam scores
will be included in future reports.

While this standard has been me
it should be noted that achieving
passing grade on an exam, of
course, is not the same as makir
a perfect score. Southviem
Music Education students taking
the exam in recent years have
reported having some difficulty
with questions dealing with
popular and vernacular musical
idioms. More experience with
non-classical music, particularly
American jazz, rock and pop, is
therefore indicated. The
department plasto implement
curriculum to serve this need
soon adinancially possible.




3b. Students who graduate from the Bachelor of Music in Music Education degrearmpraigBouthwestern

will be competent conductorable to create accurate and musically expressive performances with various

types of performing groups and in general classratmatons.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students in the Music
Education majors will be rated a
satisfactory or above in advance
conducting. This requirement
includes conducting at least one
composition for chorus and
instrumental ensemble in a publi
concert. The public performance
are attended and evaluated by th
conducting instructor and other
music faculty.

All Music Education students
have met this standard.

While Southwestern students arg
proving themselves very
competent in the styles of music
covered in the Music

De p ar t aueaulung the
department will continue to
monitor the genres of music that
new music teachers are requireq
to cover in order to make sure
they are prepared for those
possibilities after graduation fron
SouthwesternFuture assessmen
mechanisms and nalés will track
evaluation of student teaching.

4, Goal

To develop strong, disciplireentric writing skills in all Music majors.

Learning Outcomes

4a. Students graduating with B.Mus. degrees (all concentrations) and B.A. in Music degree will possess the
ablity to write descriptively, analytically, and critically about musical language and the cultural contexts in
which it is expressed.

Assessment Results
These writing attentive course
often act as a kind of weediugit
method within the department.
Serious study of music is expect
here, and those students who
complete the sequence show gre
improvement in writing ability
over 34 semesters.

Assessment Mechanisms
All Music majors must take-3
semesters of Musiciterature
where they receive a significant
and graduated training in writing
about music (see Music Writing
Rubric). Majors must pass these
courses involving writing skills at
a G or better grade to satisfy the

Program/Dept Improvement
While these writing attentive
courses hee noticeably improved
the writing skills of our majors,
further work is being done to
develop these skills through the
establishment of a departmental
colloquium that will prepare and
feature student

degree plan. Writing assignmentesultsand
number & students meeting
standards will be reported in
future assessment plans.
5. Goal

To provide opportunities for nellusic majors tayain experience in musical study and practice.

Learning Outcome
5a. Non-Music majors will show evidence of increased ability in the areas of vocal and/or instrumental
performance.

91



92

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Non-music majors will effectively
compete for key positions and
partswithin ensemt#s at
Southwestern University and
perform well in enebf-semester
juries, according to the listed
expectations on the Jury Grade
Form.

Non-music majors continue to
hold key msitions and parts in
ensemble and perform well in

juries.

Standardnet.

Continue to monitor the recruitin
and preparation of nemusic
majors in ensemblesSince the
stated Assessment Mechanisms
are difficult to assess when not g
students choose to compete for
key positions or perform on jurie
other Mechanisms Wibe
explored or this activity will be
presented alternatively in the
narrative department report.




Physics Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The mission of the Physics Department is to ensure that studentdeetlsll develop an appropriate

understanding of the fundamental principles of physics and how physics relates to the world around them. Of
particular focus are: students who intend to pursue physics in their graduate education or careers; students whe
study physics as part of their preparation for further study of engineering; students who study physics as part of
their preparation for advanced study in the life sciences; and students who pursue physics as part of liberal arts
general education programs.

Note: In the pages that follow the terms numerical literacy and mathematical maturity are used. Herein, numeric
literacy refers to the ability to properly carry out elementary numerical calculations (i.e. the use of significant
figures, knowing the pray order of arithmetic operations, the ability to numerically evaluate formulas, the ability
to create and analyze graphs, and the ability to make order of magnitude estimates). Mathematical maturity refe
to the ability to understand and manipulate syiiobnathematical representations of concepts as encountered in
geometry, algebra, trigonometry, calculus, differential equations, linear algebra, complex analysis, and the
theoretical component of numerical analysis.

1. Goal
Introductory Physics Proficiency: All students; physics majorsepggneering majors, other science majors
(biology, chemistry, kinesiology, computer science, and mathematics), arstieaone majors, taking
calcdus based Fundamentals of Physics (P58 and Phy5364), will understand the elementary
principles and applications of Mechanics, Electricity and Magnetism, and Waves, Optics, & Sound at the
level of the Fundamentals of Physics course.

Learning Outcome

la. Students will: (1) increase mastery of the elementary principles and applications of physics, (2) develop
scientific critical analysis skills, (3) develop numerical literacylskidnd (4) gain laboratory expertise at the
level of Fundamentals of Physics.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Precourse and postourse Analysis of precourse and post | The diagnostic exams given in
diagnostic tests, taken before an course diagnostic tests show an| Phy53154 and Phy5364,
after completing Fundamentals ¢ average G of: created by the American
Physics, will have an average Association of Physics Teachers
normalized gain (G) of 25% or | Phy53154: 24.1% (AAPT) and covering Mechanics
more. The G is defined bwhere Electricity and Magnetism, and
T1 and T2 are the percentage | Phy53164: 14.4% Waves, Optics& Sound, will be
scores on preourse and post studied analyzed so that areas g
course diagnostic tests weakness can be addressed in
respectively. materials developed by the next

instructor in order to improve
mastery of the elementary
principles and applications of
physics, and to foster the
development of scientificritical
analysis skills.
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The threshold metric for
achievement of laboratory
expertise by students is that 75%
of prelabs (physics exercises tha
review lab related materialsgind
lab reports are assessed by the |
instructor as being proficient or
exemplary in the categories Lab
Report Writing Style and Data
Analysis as defined in Row 1 an
Row 4 (Columns 2 and 3) of the

Faculty assessment of student Ig
work placed 80% of the pilabs
and lab reports in the proficient ¢
exemplary categories.

Analysis of PHY53150 / 160 labg
suggest laboratory expertise can
be improved by restructuring
select prdabs and labs. In
addition numerical literacy, in the
form of the proper use of
significant digits, in measuremen
and calculation, will be improved
by requiring the students use it in
both prelabs and labs. All Phy53
164 lab materials have now beer

Physics Department Writing overhauled and the Physics

Rubric. Department is now turning its
attention to the Phy5354 lab
materials in the Fall of 2011.
Goal

Sophomore Physics Proficiency: All physics majors aneepggneering majors, reaching successful
completion of their technical coursework at SU, will understand the fundamental principles and applications
of physics, through Modern Physics (i.e. relagiviand elementary qguantum mechanics) and select topics in
Heat and Kinetic Theory, at the sophomore level. Retention of material learned in Fundamentals of Physics
and mastery of the new material learned during the sophomore year is required.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will increase mastery of the intermediate principles and applications of physics, gain additional
critical analysis skills (beyond those needed in the introdu€iongamentals of Physics course), retain
physics knowledge and skills and grow in mathematical maturity at the level of sophomore physics.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Det Improvement

An AAPT diagnostic covering
modern physics and heat and
kinetic theory is given. In additio
Physics and PrEngineering
majors, reaching successful
completion of their technical
coursework at SU, will take the
entire battery of AAPT
diagnostics (includinghose in
Goal 1 above) ¢
their ability to retain physics
knowledge and skills. Results wi
be used to tune physics major
courses.

The average learning gairs)(of
the various components of the
AAPT diagnostic are as follows:
1. Modern Physics: 34.9%

2. Heat Kinetic Theory: 33.0%
3. General Physics: 32.93%

Note: The General Physics
average G was based on 8 out g
students. Of these 3 had only
second semestgeneral physics
scores available. The omissions
are due to transfers or a student
taking first semester General
Physics prior to permanent recor
keeping.

Physics and prengineering
majors will be required to obtain,
and use, an advanced mathema
handbook. The handbook is a
professional tool and proper use
of the tool to solve
mathenatically difficult physics
problems will foster the growth o
mathematical maturity.
Assignments will more effectively
integrate use of the handbook in
the student 6s
of achieve greater breadth of
topics Modern Physics in the
Spring d 2012 will be taught out
of a General Physics Text that
also covers Modern Physics
topics.




3. Goal
Scientific Writing in Junior Physics: Students will become proficient scientific writers by the end of their
junior year. Evaluated development of student writing will occur in the junior physics lab for P53
Electromagnetism Il. A (planned) fprodict is that students will have proper scientific writing skills in place
prior to the start of their Capstone experience. Capstone advisers will therefore be able to hold the student
accountable to a higher standard than in previous years and Capstenequality will improve.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will increase mastery of lab report writing style, successfully integrate numerical, graphical, ant
mathematical elementstmtheir writing, articulately integrate into their lab writps a discussion of theory

and experiment, correctly and succinctly describe data collected in an experiment and develop a logical
analysis of that data, construct a conclusion that indicagestaldent has a full understanding of the theory
being tested by the experiment, and present a list of appropriate references to demonstrate the student has
researched the subject.

Assessrant Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
During the semester several lab | The instructor reports the It is clear the first two elements
reports are chosen to be analyzg following average ranking of the| are being well addressed. The
for quality of writing. Students ar{ various elements: physics department will now turn
given feedback and allowed to its attention to the last three. It h
revise all but the final lab write | Lab Report Writing Style 2.83 been decided that: (1) Rather thg
up. It is made clear that the cour| Graphical Elements 2.19 sequentially introduce lab write U

standards are to be met in the fir Int. of Theory with Expt. 1.83 element requirements witach
draft of thelast lab repot. The las| Data Analysis and Discussion | lab assignment all the

lab report is then evaluated and | 1.56 requirements in the writing rubrig
various elements are given a Conclusions and References 1.3 will be presented at the start of ti
ranking. The elements include: semester to provide more
(1) Lab Report Writing Style opportunity for feedback on all
(2) Graphical Elements lab elements. (2) A different lab
(3) Integration of Theory with will be chosen for the last lab on
Experiment (4) Data Analysis an the basis of its potentiabf
Discussion ensuring that all lab elements ca
(5) Conclusions and References in principle be fully addressed in
the lab write up. (3) Additional
The final lab is given a rank / student feedback will be provide
score of: below proficient (score on lab drafts.

1), proficient (score = 2), or
exemplary (score = 3).

4. Goal
Capstone: Students will integrate quality undergraduate scientific research (theoretical and or experimental)
writing, and oral presentations into their Capstone project.

Learning Outcome

4a. (1) The scientific writing skills of students, acquired during the junior year of their physics courses will
be either retained or improved and is in evidence in the written component of their Capstone project. (2) The
oral presentation ecoponent of the Capstone will have a sufficient level of professionalism that the student
could present the results of their work at the undergraduate session of a regional or national meeting of a
professional scientific society (i.e. the American Institot Physics, the American Association of Physics
Teachers, the American Astronomical Society or the International Geophysical Union). (3) Due diligence is
practiced by the student so that their project is carried out in a timely and proper manndri(i.a.rosh at

the end of a semester).
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

The Physics Department faculty
evaluates every capstone
presentation. If the capstone is
also an honors thesis an externg
reviewer, from a different
department, also evaluates the
capstone. The Physics
Department faculty meets and
discuss the merits ardilings of
all the capstone projects. The
overarching topics include: the
quality of the research (including
whether or not the student carrie
out the project with due
diligence), the quality of student
writing, and the quality of the

student oral presgation.

100% (8/8) students gave
capstone oral presentations whig
were given an overall rating of
proficient or exemplary. As for
the written component (which
includes the qualtof research)
37.5% (3/8) were exemplary,
25.0% (2/8) were proficient, and
37.5% (3/8) were below
proficient, the latter being chiefly,
due to a lack of due diligence.

The PhysicPepartment
continues to work on
communicating to students the
expanded expectations for
capstone work. The expectationg
are codified in the Physics
Department Capstone Rubric. T}
writing component of the rubric
includes the department
expectations codiid in the
Physics Department Writing
Rubric (Goal 3 above). All
capstone advisers will utilize the
rubrics to inform the student of
expectations and direct future
student capstone work and put
more emphasis on due diligence

Goal

Non-Science Major Science Literacy: Students taking a physics course fsciemee majors will understand
the basic tenets and practice of the scientific method including: observation, measuremenmtgetgion,
hypothesis testing, theory falsification, inference and estimation as applied to the physical sciences

encountered in (one of) the courses: Exploring the Universe, Musical Acoustics, Energy and the Environmel

and Earth Science.

Learning Outcome

5a. Students will demonstrate a basic knowledge of the field covered in the class they take and an elemente

understanding of the scientific method used to deduce scientific knowledge in that field.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On precourse and postourse
diagnostic tests, taken before an
after completion of the various
general education physics cours
the class average G will be greal
than or equal to 25%. The test is
product of the Collaboration for
Astronomy EducatiofResearch
(1999) and is called Introductory
Astronomy Survey (V2.0).

Analysis of the pre and post
diagnostics for the course Phy53
054 Exploring the Universe:
reveals an class avgeG =
25.8%. While this is near the
threshold of the goal set by the
department we are pleased to ng
that this is a 44% improvement
over the last time the course was
taught. (The last time the
diagnostic was given the class
average G was only 18.0%) We
attribute this increase to the
restructuring of the course into a
learner centered student
observation driven course.

The standardized diagnostic
currently in use covers material i
addition to or not deeply covereq
in Phy53054, Exploring the
Universe. This dilutes the true
learning gains of the material thg
was covered. The SU Physics
Department will now develop a
more appropriate diagnostic
which will be more in line with
the bpics covered in the
restructured course. This will be
applied the next time Exploring
the Universe is taught (in the Fal
of 2012).




Political Science Department

Assessment Plan

AcademicYear: 20102011

Mission
The Political Science Department seeks to cultivate skills of political analysis and application. Students should
able to demonstrate these skills of political analysis across the discipline in their writing ancrese

We cultivate these skills by educating students in the cultural, institutional and theoretical dimensions of politics
through engaging the substantive content of the four primary subfields of the discipline (American Politics,
Comparative Politicdnternational Relations, and Political Theory).

1. Goal
Students will engage in political analysis and application in the discipline.

Learning Outcome
la. Students will identify relevant, appropriate and manageable puzzles or problems to explore, outline the
argument to be asserted and defended or the thesis to be tested, and articulate the larger sigritigance of

puzzle in course essays or research projects

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Political Theory Essay Rubric
(Question 1a): Do you set up an
interesting puzzle or problem
worth researching, with
demonstrated relevance and
significance?

83% of our students were rated
as satisfactory or above on their
puzzle on the essay the
introductory writing attentive
course in the major, Introduction
to Political Theory in fall 2010.

The political science department
will more explicitly link student
learning outcomes to writing
rubrics. For example, question 3
on the Political Theory rubric
assesses the introductiethis
might capture all dimensions.

Political Theory Essay Rubric
(Question 2b): Is your claim
clearly stated and fully developei
to give the reader a full sense of
the argumetn you will be
advancing throughout the essay/

83% of our students were rated
satisfactory or above on their
thesis on the essay in the
introductory writing attentive
course in the major, Introduction
to Political Theory in fall 2010.

The political science department
will more explicitly link student
learning outcomes to writing
rubrics. For example, question 3
on the Political Theory rubric
assesses the introductiethis
might capture all dimensions.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 1 &): The prospectus
should outline the question to be
asked, thesis to be tested, or
argument to be madmcluding a
discussion of why it is of interest
to the student and the discipline,
describe what theoretical
framework the student will draw
on and/or what methodology/ies
might be involved and include ar|
annotated bibliography.

100% of our students were rated
as satisfactory or above on thesg
dimensions on the prospectus in
the spring 2011 senior capstone

The department will revise its

capstone rubric to assess these
dimensions on the final paper ag
opposed to only on the prospect

Political Science Program
Evaluation (Item 5): "I have
acquired skills of political

analysis."

95% of graduating seniors
surveyed in 20141 senior
capstone courses strongly agree

or agreed that they have acquire

Our current program evaluation
survey is based on student
learning outcomes on old
assessement plans. The progra
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the skills of political analysis.

evaluation needs to be revised tq
reflect new student learning
outcomes.

1b. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how to employ a method of analysis in a research projec

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 3): The paper should
outline and develop a rigorous
theoretical and/omethodolgical
(i.e., method of research) sectior
that outlines the tools that will be
used to analyze the research
guestion.

100% of our students employed
method of analysis ratess
satisfactory or above on their
capstone project in spring 2011.

The department will now require
10 courses in its major, adding a
additional 500600 requirement.
500-600 levelcourses contain a
craft of research component.
Students will now be required to
take two 500600 courses to
expose them to a greater variety|
research methods.

1c. Students wil cay out substantive research in the discipline exploring either the cutlural, institutional or

theoretical dimensions of politics.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

Political Theory Essay Rubric
(Question 4c): Does your analys
of the evidence take into accoun
contradictory or opposing
evidence? Do you address,
respond to, or situate opposing
evidence as it relates to your
initial claim/thess/argument?

75% of our students were rated i
satisfactory or above when
addressing and responding to
competing scholarly arugments (
perspectives in their essay in the
introductoy writing attentive
course in the major, Introduction
to Political Theory in fall 2010.

The political science department
will revise its capstone final pap€
rubric to assess comjireg
scholarly arguments or
perspectives in a similar manne
as done in the Introduction to
Political Theory course.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 2#): The review of
relevant and related literature
should: (a) demonstrate that the
student has surveyed the most
relevant literature and (b) can
place it in an appropriate
framework.

100% of our stud@s were rated
as satisfactory or above in their
analysis of a broad and
appropriate body of scholarly
theories and explanations to ass
and defend an argument or test
thesis in their capstone final
project in spring 2011.

Our 506600 (craft of research)
courses will continue to introducg
students to the fundamentals of
writing a literature review.
Students will now be required to
take two 500600 level ourses.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 4#): The paper as a
whole should deomnstrate a
densely analytical exercise or
deeply substantive case study,
either of which reftcts both: (a)
strong substantive knowledge in
the field of research and (b) a
sophisticated theoretical
understanding of the topic of the

research.

100% of our students were rated
as satisfactory or above in using
primary and secondary sources
appropriate to the discipline of
political science as evidence in
their capstone final project in
spring 2011.

Our 500600 (craft of research)
courses will continue to introduc
students to the fundamentals of
conducting substantive research
Students will now be required to
take two 508600 level courses.




1d. Students will develop the skills of presenting their research orally.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone Final Proje&ubric
(Question 5 &): In the capstone
public presentation the student
should (a) clearly and briefly
explain the project, (b) succinctly
report the project's findings and
(c) answer questions fromt eh
audience based on this research
that demonstrate deep
understanding of the subject
matter.

100% of students were rated as
satisfactory in the organization
and style of (as well as the
analysis presented in) their
presesentation d@heir final
capstone project in spring 2011.

The political science department
will create a separate capstone
presentation rubric that will allow
us to assess (and distinguish
betwea) the organization/style
and analysis of the oral
presentation. The new assessm
mechanism will be a capstone
presentation rubric instead of the
capstone final project rubric.

2. Goal

Students will demonstrate the ability to write in the discipline.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will write in language that is clear, coherent concise, and grammatically sound.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Poltical Theory Essay Rubric
(Question 5a): Is the piece clear
written? Is it concise? Is it
understandabl® the reader?

58% of our students were rated i
satisfactory or above for the
writing style of their essay for the
writing attentive course,
Introduction to Political Theory in
fall 2010 .

The current rubric separates styl
into two parts-clear, coherent an(
concise 5a and grammar 5b. Th
assessment result reported only
reflects whether the language w4
clear, coherent andncise.

Minor revision of the rubric and/

or the learning outcome might be
necessary.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 6): The paper as a
whole should be clearly and
coherently written, in a way that
free of typos and grammatical
mistakes. The writing should be
polished and show evidence of

editing and revision.

100% of our students were rdte
as satisfactory or above for the
writing style of their final
capstone project in spring 2011.

The capstone final project rubric
assesses style and revision in th
same questionThe rubric will be
revised to separately assess the
dimensions.

2h. Students will demonstrate the ability to clearly and logically organize their papers.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Political Theory Essay Rubric

N/A

The current rubric for the politica
theory essay does not have an
item that assesses the organizat
of the paper. A question will be
added to this rubric.

Capstone Final Project Rubric

N/A

The current rubric for the
capstone final project does not
have an item that assesses the
organization of the paper. The
department will consider

99



developing a capstone rubric for
the final paper whic can more
specifically address puzzle, thes
style, countelarguments, revision
and organization.

2c. Students will demonstrate the ability to integrate and respadiegdiack, constructive criticism and
suggestions for revisions in their final papers.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Political Theory Essay Rubric

(Question 6): Does this piece

show evidence of revision and
refining? Is it polished?

75% of our students were rated i
satisfactory or above for the
revision of their essay for the
writing attentive course,
Introduction to Political Theory in
fall 2010.

The department continues to
discuss the best way to provide
feedback on rodgdrafts as well
as the best way to conduct pape
writing workshops to aid student
in developing the techniques of
revision.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 6): The papes a
whole should be clearly and
coherently written, in a way that
free of typos and grammatical
mistakes. The writing should be
polished and show evidence of
editing and revision.

100% of our students were rated
as satisfactory or above for the
revision of their final capstone
project in spring 2011.

The capstone final project rubric
assesses stylad revision in the
same question. The rubric will b
revised to separately assess the
dimensions. The department wil
consider developing a capstone
rubric for the final paper which
can more specifically address
puzzle, thesis, style,
counterargumentsevision and
organization.

2d. Students will deomonstrate the ability to properly cite sources in their essays and research projects.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Political Theory Essay Rubric
(Question 7 b): Is the bibliograph
in accordance with Turabian?

100% of our students were rated
as satisfactory or above in their
use of Turabian's Guide to a
Chicago Manual of Style in the
essay in the writing attentive
course, Introduction to Piatal
Theory in fall 2010.

The political science department
adopted Turbian as house style {
all of its courses two years ago.
Turabian is a required text in the
Introduction toPolitical Theory
course. Students become more
proficient using Turabian in
response papers and essay
revision in this course.

Capstone Final Project Rubric
(Question 7): Thénal paper
should be produced in accordani
with Kate Turabian's A Manual
for Writers, which is also a guide
to the Chicago Manual of Style.
The citation methods (and
footnotes/endnotes) should also
accord with Turabian.

100% of our students were rated
as excellent in their use of
Turabian's Guide to a Chicago
Manual of Style in the final
capstone project spring 2011.

The political science department
adopted Turbian as house style {
all of its courses two years ago.
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Psychology Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Psychology Department is committed to providing rigorous educational experiences through coursework,
research and internship opportunities, andlbfeg mentoring relationships with faculty that lead to a rich
knowledge of and enthusiador psychology and its relationship to other disciplines. By providing opportunities

to develop advanced skills in oral and written communication, critical thinking, creative problem solving, and
quantitative reasoning, students will be prepared to sdeéoegraduate programs in psychology and related

fields,in careers that value these skills, and for futures as lifelong learners who affect positive change in an evel
changing global community.

1. Goal
Students can identify, define, and apply certaaicepts in psychology.

Learning Qutcome
la. Students will demonstrate psychological literacy by acquiring a strong foundation of knowledge about
psychological concepts.

Assessment Results
Criterionexceeded100% of
students in Principles of
Psychology correctly answered ¢
least 70% of targeteitems.

Assessment Mechanisms
90% of students ithe
introductory Principles of
Psychology classes will correctly,
answer at least 70% of the final
examination questions targeted {
this outcome.

100% of graduating majors will
agree they have gained a strong
foundation of knowledge about
psychological concepts.

Program/Dept Improvement
Continue current practice

Survey completed in April by 14
of 21 gradating seniors.
Criterion exceeded100% (14/14)
of graduating majors who
responded to this survey item
strongly agreed (that is, selected
on a 4 point scale).

Continue current practice

Principles of Psychology student
will agree (M >
Principles of Psychology course
introduced me to théneories,

concepts, and methods that

underlie the science of psycholoy
and exposed me to the knowled(
base that has [

Criterion exceededSpring 2011
Principles of Psychology student
(n = 45) strongly agreed with this
statementN! = 3.82) where 3 =
agreeand 4 =strongly agree

Mean ratings were higher in 201
2011 than 2002010 for all 5
guestions on the spring 2011
Principles of Psychology exit
survey. This may reflect the
transition from 3 to 4 weekly
contact hours this academicaye
which provided more interactive
activities and discussion
opportunities. This improvement
was not due to the addition of a
Aparticipant p¢
because after careful considerat
of costs and benefits the decisio
was madeaotto implement it
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Principles of Psychology student
will agree (M > 3.0) that the
course fAdcreated
and an appreciation for, the field
of psychology as a unique
perspective on knowledge and a
rich source of information for
understanding behavior and
enhancing | ifeqd

Criterionmet Spring 2011
Principles studentsi(= 45)
agreed with this statemer (=
3.48), where 3 agreeand 4 =
strongly agree

See above

Principles of Psychology student
will agree (M > 3.0) that the
cour se nderiiall o
thinking skills and the ability to
apply these skills to the evaluatiq
of i nformati ond

Criterionmet Spring 2011
Principles studentsi(= 45)
agreed with this statemeril (=
3.28), where 3 agreeand 4 =
strongly agree

See above

Principles & Psychology students
will agree (M > 3.0) that the
course fAhel ped
misconceptions about
Psychol ogyo.

Criterion met Spring 2011
Principles studentsi(= 45)
agreed with this statemeril (=
3.37), where 3 agreeand 4 =
strongly agree

See above

Principles of Psychology student
will agree (M > 3.0) that the
course fAenhance
of and enthusiasm for the breadt
and scientific rigor of
Psychol ogy. 0o

Criterion met Spring 2011
Principles studentsi(= 45)
agreed with this statemeril (=
3.38), where 3 agreeand 4 =
strongly agree

See above

2. Goal
Students will have competency in conducting psychological research.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of the psychological research process, includjng desig

data collection, statistical analysis, and presentation of results.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of majors will demonstrate
competency by submitting a fina
Research Methods Il project that
meets at least 70%f the criteria
on facultyspecific rubrics.

In hindsight, the faculbgpecific
rubrics did not lend themselves t
evaluating this new goal as
written. The mean for the faculty
specific rubrics was 76%.

In order to quantify this learning
outcome, reviseanguage of goal
or refine facultyspecific rubrics
or adopt common rubric or
articul ate what

25% of graduating majors will
demonstrate competency in
conducting research by having &
least one presentation (oral or
poster format) of theiown
psychological research acceptec
for presentation in a professional
peerreviewed conference beyoni
the Southwestern community.

Criterionexceeded 64% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey presented their
research in a professional forum
beyond Southwestern (9/14).
Mean number of external
presentations = 1.64; range 80

Continue to encourage students
present their work at professiong
conferences and to fund their
travel.
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At least 3 current majors or
former students will demonste
research competency by-co
authoring an article based on
research conducted at SU that ig
accepted for publication in a pee
reviewed psychology journal eac
academic year.

Criterion exceeded10 current
and former students earned co
authorships on puigations in
20102011. Students were
graduating seniors (Winland,
Burbey, Marquette), alumni
(Ackley, Egan, Gomillion,
Howell, Oakley, Jampana), and {
current student (Ornelas); faculty
were Giuliano and Guarraci.

Continue recent practice of
capping Resarch Methods classe
at about 12 students. An
unprecedented 4 sections of
Research Methods will be offere
in 20122012 so as to offer
intensive and high quality
experiences.

10% of graduating majors will Criterion exceeded21.4% of See above.
demonstrate research competen graduating majors who responde
by submitting a stcessful grant | to the survey submitted successt
proposal (either internal or grant proposals (3/14). Mean
external). number of successful grant
proposals = 0.64; range =80 In
addition, two recent graduates
who conducted research with
department faculty (Bolton,
Howell) were awarded NSF
graduate fellowships this year.
100% of graduating majors will | Criterion notmet. 93% of The student whq

agree they have gained a basic
proficiency in psychological
research methodologincluding
experimental design, data
collection,and statisticaanalysis.

graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed or strongly
agreed (13/14M = 3.9; range =
2-4 (max = 4).

wrote that tle poor RM
experience was due to being
taught by a new Ph.D. visiting
faculty. Next year one section ol
RM will be taught by such a
person, so RM faculty will offer
materials and support.

3. Goal
Students will have the ability to report psychologioadings in both written and oral formats to a broad
academic audience.

Learning Outcome
3a. Students will gain experience and demonstrate proficiency in written and oral communication.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of graduating majors will
report writing at least three majo
(5+ pages) psychology papers
(class or conference) prior to
graduation.

Criterion exceeded100% of
graduating majors who respondse
to the survey wrote 3+ major
papers. Mean number of pap =
7.35; range =35.

Continue current practice.

All majors will score at least 2
(acceptablgout of 4 on each of
the 7 components of the
departmental writing rubric on
their final capstone paper. The
overall mean will be at leasery
good(> 18/24.

Criterionnearlymet(one student
earned a score of 1 on one rubri
component). 12 of 13 capstone
papers earned 3 or 4 (out of 4) o
all 6 componentdV = 21.2/24
(88.5%). Range = 124 out of
24,

Continue recent practice of
capping Research Methodigsses
at about 12 students so as to off
intensive and high quality
experiences.

The overall mean on the
departmental writing rubric for
non-capstone major papers in

Revised criterion exceeded
Course specific rubrics were use
so all scores were converted to

Revise assessment mechanism
allow for course specific rubrics
to be used.Continue current
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Writing Attentive courses (e.g.,
RMII, Cognitive) will be at least
very good> 18/24).

percentages. Hence, criterion
(18/24) = 75% and mean score 3
80.6 (range = 6100).

practice.

90% of graduating majors will
agree that their proficiency in
written communication has
improved significantly.

Criterion exceeded100% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed (14/14).=
3.95; rang = 34 (max = 4).

Continue current practice.

All graduating majors will report
making at least two oral
presentations (class or conferen
prior to graduation.

Criterionnotmet. 79% (11 of 14)
graduating majors who responde
to the survey presented at least
twice. Mean number of
presentations = 4.36; range = 0
10.

Although criterion was not met
there was measurable
improvement toward this goal.
That is, the mean number of
presentations was almost doublg
|l ast year 6s meg¢g
presentations. Hence, continue
current practice.

The overall mean for scored
presentations using the
departmental oral communicatiol
rubric will be at leastompetent
(>8/12).

Criterion exceededThe overall
presentation score mean = 10.5
(mid-way betweercompetenand
sophisticatejl

Continue current practice.

90% of graduating majors will
agree that their proficiency in org
communication has improved
significantly.

Criterion exceeded100% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed (14/14),
which is higher than last year
(83%).M = 3.93 (2.92 last year);

range = A4 (max = 4).

Continue current practice.

4. Goal

Students will have the ability to work effectively with thpeers.

Learning Outcome

4a. Students will gain experience and develop skills for working effectively in groups.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All graduating majors will report
completing at least two group
projectsin psychology courses or
collaborative research.

Criterion exceededl00% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey completed at least
two group projects (14/14). Mea
number of group projects = 6.07
range = 411.

Continue current practice.

80% d students who complete
Developmental Psychology will
be rated by their group members
asacceptableor better with
respect to their group work on th
Group Process Reflection and
Evaluationrubric.

Criterion exceeded100% of
students were rated asceptable
or better in Spring 2011.

Given the challenges of group
work, Developmental Psycholog
students were asked to devise a
group contract prior to beginning
group work, meet at least once t
discuss progress and issues, an
eval uat e e apowork ¢
skills. Complaints were made
about only 1 student (of 26) this
semester; anecdotally, this was
noticeably better than past years
Hence, continue this practice.
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90% of graduating majors will
agree that they have improved
their skills for working
cooperatively and effectively in
groups.

Criterion notmet. 86% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed (12/14).=
3.30; range =2 (max = 4). This
mean is higher than last year
when 83% agreed (M = 3.08).

Given that the means indicdte
progress and most Development
students are sophomores and
juniors, continue current practice

5. Goal

Students will be able to use their psychological knowledge in a relevant setting beyond Southwestern

University.

Learning Outcome

5a. Majors who desira career in a specific professional area (e.g., mental health, forensic psychology) will
successfully apply psychological knowledge and skills in a relevant field setting and this experience will helg

clarify their career goals or enhance their professi@aaliness.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

By SU Internshi
survey of orsite internship
supervisors, all interns will
receive an overall performance
score of at least satisfactory and
90% will receive at leagiood

Criterion exceeded

6 students completed internships
during summer @10 but only 3
supetrvisors returned evaluations
All evaluated students were rate
as fnexcell ento.

Continue current practice.

90% of graduating majors who
completed an internship will
report that the experience helpe(
clarify their goals or enhanced
professional readiness.

Criterion not met78% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed (endorsed !
or 4 on the 4oint scale) that they
gained understandindi(= 3.1;
range = 24) and readines =
3.1; range = &4).

To i mpr ov dilitysta u ¢
identify appropriate internship
sites going forward, an Internshij
Panel was held in the fall (5
summer interns discussed their
experiences) and an Internship
Informational Meeting was held i
spring. Also, a Director of
Psychology Internshipsogition
was created beginning Summer
2011 in order to place more
emphasis on developing high
guality internship sites, enhance
internship academic requirement
and provide career guidance to
students who select internships :
their capstone.

5h. Majors will possess the knowledge and skills required for advanced study (e.g., graduate school,

professional school).

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of students will agree that
they are prepared for graduate
study.

Criterionexceeded 100% of
graduating majors who responde
to the survey agreed or strongly
agreed (14/14M = 3.86 range =
3-4 (max = 4).

Graduate school information
sessions were held in both fall al
spring. Continue this practice.

90% of seniorsvho apply will be
accepted into a graduate progral

Criterion NOT met. 80% (6 of 8)
of graduating majors who

responded to this survey item hg

Continue recent practice of
offering regular internship,
graduate school, and career

10¢



been accepted as of the April 25
2011 survey deadline.

information sessions to enhance
planning and preparedness. Als
reduce goal to 80% given that
graduate school acceptances arg
still coming out at the time the
Senior Exi Survey is completed.
The newlyformulatedii Di r e (
of Psychology |
position (described in 5a above)
may impact this goal as well.

According to Career Center data
25% of majors will enroll in
graduate or professional school i

the year folleving graduation.

Criterion exceeded47% of the
2010 graduatesi= 17) continued
their education (5 grad school, 1
law school, 1 business school).

See above.
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Religion and Philosophy Department

Assessment Plan (Religion)
Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The program in the study of religion introduces students to a variety of global religious traditions, expressions al
experiences by promoting an empathetic understanding of difference and providing multiple methodological too
to critically engage religious texts, broadly defined, in a comparative mode.

1. Goal
To acquire and compare knowledge of various religious traditions.

Learning Qutcome
la. Students will be able to demonstrate basic knowledge of the principles, history and cultuaakes =y
multiple religious traditions.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program Improvement
Students will demonstrate 90% of majors enrolled Standard met.
empathetic knowledge of core| received a rating of very good
concepts and practices of at | or excellent on representative
least three different religious | assignments in courses on
traditions. three different traditions; over
Target: 90% of majors will the course of their program al
receive a rating of very good o majors enrolled in at least thre
excellent on representative courses focusing on different
assignments in courses on thr{ religious traditions.

different traditions based on ot
writing rubric.

1b. Students will demonstrate a comprehensive knowledge of the principles, historytaral celevance of
at least two religious traditions and apply methodologies of study at a sophisticated level.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program Improvement
Students will produce a 90% of majors enrolled Standard met.
research project that received a rating ofery good

demonstrates wdepth or excellent on research

knowledge imat least two, papers; all majors completed

upperlevel seminars that focus two upperlevel seminars over

on two different religious the course of the program

traditions. Target: 90% of
student research projects are
rated as very good or excellen
according to d
evaluation rubric.




©

oal

To apply diverse methodological approaches to the study of religious traditions

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will be able to articulate at least three different methodological approaches to the study of
religion including textual, sociacientific, historical, feminist and pesblonial.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program Improvement

Students will demonstrate theit
understanding of different
methodological approaches to
the study of religion in the
Theories and Methods course
through an intensive research
project and paper. Target: 909
of student research projects ar
rated as very goodr excellent
according to our evaluation

rubric.

70% of student research
projects demonstrating divers
methodological approaches
were rated very good or
excellent; all majors
completing the program were
involved in this assessment
mechanism

Standard wasot met- we will
continue to monitor this class.
We are discussing different
approaches to teaching this
course that would include mor
contemporary material.

2b. Students will demonstrate an ability to apply theories and methods, to research aadsapltésticated

project in religious studies, and to demonstrate an empathetic and knowledgeable understanding of a particu

topic.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program Improvement

Students will complete a
capstone project in religion; th
involves an intensive research
project on all levels. Target:
90% of student research
projects are rated as very goo(
or excellent according to our
Capstone evaluation rubric.

100% of student research
projects in the capstone courg
were rated as veryood or
excellent

Standard was met.

3. Goal

To critically examine all aspects of religious traditions without privileging or promoting a particular

community or tradition.

Learning Outcome

3a._Students will be able to critically investigate religidtaditions without privileging or promoting a

particular community or tradition.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program Improvement

Students must demonstrate in
all assignments that they
understand that the academic
study of religion involves a
critical examination of all
aspects of religious traditions
and does not privilege or

At this point the results are
mixed; some students are mo
successful than others at
engaging in the academic
study of religion. We will
begin toevaluate this aspect g
our courses regularly.

This is currently a major issue
in our program; we are making
this goal explicit in all of our
classes and are implementing
in writing in syllabi and in all
written and oral assignments.
The writing rubricspecifies that
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promote a particular communit
or tradition. Target: 90%f
student assignments are rated
very good or excellent
according to d

evaluation rubric

the study of religion is a
scholarly enterprise, but we
plan to highlight this aspect of
the rubric.
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Religion and Philosophy Department

Assessment Plan (Philosophy)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The program in the studyf philosophy seeks to prepare students to engage thoughtfully and critically with the
grounding ideas and assumptions of human practices. Such thinking includes reflection on the relationship
between different forms of knowledge (scientific, ethicalitipall, historical, cultural and aesthetic) and the

material world, as well as reflection on intertwining social, historical and geographical forms of power and huma
community. The curriculum aims to cultivate philosophy as are#ifictive practice antherefore emphasizes

the history of western philosophy. Students explore contemporary thinking from a foundation of critical inquiry
into its past and into the genealogies of questions that have shaped the conversation to this point.

1. Goal
To foster student ability to engage thoughtfully and critically with the grounding ideas and assumptions of

human practices and with complex theoretical texts at appropriate levels for bothandjansors.

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate an ability to engage in critical reflection on their own assumptions and

practices.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students in Introduction courses
will be able to complete analytic
assignments that engage in critid
reflection on their own
assumptions and practicasd that
are either good or excellent
through evaluation of final
assignments in these courses.

As we've examined the grades a
performance of our students in o
100 level courses @v the past
several years, it is clear that the
majority of our students in
Introduction courses have met th
target of completing analytic
assignments that engage in critig
reflection on their own
assumptions and practices and t
are either good or eellent
through evaluation of final
assignments in these courses.

Standard met. Following ongoin
analysis of the lowelevel
structure of our curriculum, the
department has reorganaitthe
program such that our 2€8D0
level courses will serve as
gateway courses to the discipling
We will no longer offer specific
Introduction courses. We believe
that the work of such courses is
accomplished in any of the 200
300 level courses we offe

Non-majors and Majors: Student;
(both noAamajors and majors) in
200-300 level courses will be abl|
to complete more advanced
analytic assignments that engag
in critical reflection onlteir own
assumptions and practices and t
are either good or excellent
through evaluation of final
assignments in these courses.

As welbOve examin
and performance of ostudents
in these courses in the past seve
years, it is clear thatudents
(both noAmajors and majors) in
200-300 level courses have met
the target of completing more
advanced analytic assignments
that engage in critical reflection
on their own assuptions and
practices and that are either goo
or excellent through evaluation g
final assignments in these cours

Standard met will continue to
monitor. We believe that our 20
300 level courses are particularly
successful, and, beginning in the
fall of 2011, will serve as the
gateway courses to our program
We have added several new
courses in this category: Feminig
Ethics, Philosophy and Literaturg
and advanced topics coussa
political philosophy, aesthetics,
Latin American philosphy and
feminist philosophy.
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Students in the corgequence
courses and capstone will
demonstrate good or excellent
ability to discuss philosophical
texts and ideas and connect thes
to their own assumptions and
practices through evaluation of
final assignments in these courst

Students in the corsequence
courses and capstone
demonstrated good or excellent
ability to discuss and write about
philosophical texts and ideas an
connect these to their own
assumptions and practices as
determined through evaluation o
final assignments in these cours

Standard met.

Capstone students will write
theses that relate some problem
guestion in philosophy ttheir
own assumptions and practices
that are good or excellent
according to the rubric stipulated
in the capstone syllabus.

Students ircapstone courses hay
demonstrated excellentiéity to
relate a problem or question of
philosophy to their own
assumptions and practices as
judged by the final thesis
presentation.

Since changing our capstone
structure, studentgport
uniformly that they benefit greatl
from the experience, even if
individual students struggle to rig
to the level of challenge inherent
in such a course. We will monitg
performance over the next few
years, as we continue to tweak t
capstone sticture, such as addin
in an annotated bibliography
requirement in Reading
Philosophy this spring that was
intended to further prepare
students for the capstone in the
fall. We are entertaining the ided
of offering a broad theme in eac}
capstone to orgdee the

individual research projects.

1b. Students will demonstrate skill at critical writing about philosophical texts and ideas.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students in Introduction courses
will be able to complete analytic
assignments that are either gooc
or excellent through evaluation g
final assignments in theseurses.

The majority of our students in
Introduction courses have met th
target of completing analytic
assignments that are either good
or excellent as judged through
evaluation offinal assignments in
these courses.

Standard met will continue to
monitor. We articulated a new
writing rubric for writing in the
discipline and implemented that
rubric in our pedagogy, with
promising results so far.

Non-majors and Majors: Student;
(both noAamajors and majors) in
200-300 level courses will be abl|
to complete more advanced
analytic assignments that are
either good or excellemthrough
evaluation of final assignments ii
these courses.

Students (both nemajors and
majors) in 206800 level courses
have met the target of completin
more advanced analytic
assigiments that are either good
or excellent as judged through
evaluation of final assignments if
these courses.

Standard met will continue to
monitor. We articulated a new
writing rubric for writing in the
discipline and implemented that
rubric in our pedagogy, with
promising results so far.

Students in the corsequence
courses and capstone will
demonstrate gl or excellent
ability to discuss philosophical
texts and ideas through evaluatic
of final assignments in these
courses.

Students in the corsequence
courses and capstone
demonstated good or excellent
ability to discuss and write about
philosophical texts and ideas as
judged through evaluation of fing
assignments in these courses.

Standard met will continue to
monitor. We articulated a new
writing rubric for writing in the
discipline and implemented that
rubric in our pedagogy, with
promising results so far.
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Students will wrie theses that are
good or excellent according to th
rubric stipulated in the capstone
syllabus.

In the past two years, capstone
courses have been small, and th
sample size has be&o small for
general conclusions, but more
students than we would like havg
not achieved this standard.

We articulated a more detailed
rubric for the capstone and
modifed our practe in capstone
in 2010 to more directly teach to
the newly articulated standards.
Capstone students in that year
performed better than in previou
years. We will continue to
implement this new standard ang
evaluate.

1c. Students will demonstrate skill at critically discussing philosophical texts and ideas.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

Students in Introduction courses
will participate in class discussio
and demonstrate ability to
critically discuss and exhibit
understanding of complex
philosophical ideas and texts
through evaluation of class
participation.

Students in Introduction courses
have met the target of
participating in class discussion
and demonstrating ability to
critically discuss and exhibit
understanding of complex
philosophcal ideas and texts
offering analyses that are either
good or excellent as judged by
evaluation of class participation
over the course of the semester.

Standard mét will continue to
monitor.

Non-majors and Majors: Student;
(both normajors and majors) in
200-300 level courses will
participate in class discussion ar
demonstrate ability to critically
discussand exhibit understanding
of complex philosophical ideas
and texts through evaluation of
class leads and class participatid

Students (both nemajors and
majors) in 206800 level carses
have met the target of
participating in class discussion
and demonstrating ability to
critically discuss and exhibit
understanding of complex
philosophical ideas and texts
offering analyses that are either
good or excellent as judged by
evaluation otlass participation
over the course of the semester.

Standard mét will continue to
monitor.

Students irthe coresequence
courses and capstone will
demonstrate good or excellent
ability to discuss philosophical
texts and ideas through evaluatic
of class participation over the
course of the semester.

Students in the coreequence
courses and capstone
demonstrated good or excellent
ability to discuss philosophical
texts and ideas as judged throug
evaluation of class participation
over the course of the semester.

Standard meét will continue to
monitor.

Capstone students will lead class
seminars that are good or
excellen according to the rubric
stipulated in the capstone
syllabus, and participate regularl
in workshop practice.

Students in the capstone
demonstrated good or excellent
ability to disaiss philosophical
texts and ideas as judged throug
evaluation of class lead seminar
and workshop participation over

the course of the semester.

Standard meét will continue to
monitor. This is one of the

strongest aspects of our capston
course.
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2. Goal
To foster the ability to analyze and critique both the practices and foundations of other disciplines and broac

rubrics of human knowledge and practice at a level accessible to the general university community.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate an understanding of practicefbandations of other disciplines in

appropriate classes.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Non-majors and Majors: Student;
will demonstrate abilityo
critically discuss and exhibit
understanding of practices and
foundations of other disciplines il
appropriate classes through
evaluation of class leads and cld
participation in each level of
courses for both majors and Ron
majors.

Students have demonstrated
ability to critically discuss and
exhibit understanding of practice
and foundations of other
disciplines as judged through
evaluation of class leads and cla
participationin each level of
courses for both majors and ron
majors.

The program continues to evalua
its offerings in the 20@00 level
that focus upon the
epistemological and metaphysici
aralyses of other disciplines. We
have added new courses with
prerequisites that both build upo
and develop interdisciplinary
approaches in feminist
philosophy, Latin American
philosophy, political philosophy
and aesthetics.

2h. Students will demonstrate an understanding of broad areas of human knowledge and practice, such as

religion or science or art, in appropriate classes.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Non-majors and Majors: Studentj
will demonstrate ability to
critically discuss and exhibit
understanding of complex
philosophical ideas and texts
through evaluation of class leads
and class patrticipation in each
level of courses for both majors
and noAmajors.

Students have demonstrated
ability to critically discuss and
exhibit understanding of comple
philosophical ideas and texts as
judged through evaluation of clas
leads and class participation in
each level of courses for both
majors and noMmajors.

Standard metwill continue to
monitor. We continue to offer a
number of courses, such as
philosophy of science, philosoph
of religion, theories of race,
theories of class, environmental
philosophy, philosophy of the sg
and have added philosophy and
literature as courses that analyzg
and critique the epistemological
and metaphysical foundations of
various disciplines and broad
rubrics of human knowledge.

3. Goal

To provide majors and minors grounding in the history of western philosophy.

Learning Qutcome

3a. Majors will demonstrate a strong grounding in the history of western philosophy.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Majors: Students in our core
sequence historical courses will
demonstrate good or excellent
knowledge of the respective
period in the history of western
philosophy through evaluation of

The vast majority oftsdents in
our coresequence historical
courses have demonstrated goo
or excellent knowledge of the
respective period in the history o
western philosophy as jgdd by

Standard metAs a result of our
ongoing assessment of the core
sequence historical courses, we
have dropped Medieval
philosgphy, and added two new
historical sequence courses"20
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final papers in these courses anc
evaluation of capstone projects.

evaluation of the final papers in
these courses.

century and Critical Histories.
We believe these additions will
balance the sequence historicall
and the Critical Histories course
will practice comparative
philosophical analysis across
historicd and cultural boundaries

In 2010, more than 80% of
capstone students wrote theses
that were gooadr excellent.

We have articulated a more
detailed rubric for the capstone,
modifed our practice in capstone
in 2010 to more directly teach to
the newly articulated standards,
and noed marked improvement i
performance. We will continue t
reshape early preparatory practi
in the Reading Philosophy cours
and in the early stages of the
capstone course to better prepatr
our students to be successful.

3b. Students will write argumentative essays and express ideas coherently and cogently.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Immpvement

Majors: Students in our core
sequence historical courses will
demonstrate good or excellent
knowledge of the respective
period in the history of western
philosophy through evaluation of
final papers in these courses anc

evaluation otapstone projects.

Almost allstudents in our core
sequence historical courses hav
demonstrated good or excellent
knowledge of the respective
period in the history of western
philosophy as judged by
evaluation of the final papers in
these courses.

Standard mét will continue to
monitor.

3c. Students will be able to bring various major trends and questions in the history of philosophy to bear upc

each other.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Majors: Students in our core
sequence historical courses will
demonstrate good or excellent
knowledge of the respective
period in the history of western
philosophy througlevaluation of
final papers in these courses an(
evaluation of capstone projects.

Almost allstudents in our core
sequence historical courses hav
demonstrated good or excellent
knowledge of the respective
period in the history of western
philosophy as judged by
evaluation of the final papers in
these courses.

Standard metwill continue to
monitor.
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Sociology and Anhropology Department

Assessment Plan (Sociology)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Sociology and Anthropology Department offers majors in both Sociology and Anthropologgurpbses

of the department are to: 1) contribute to an understanding by both major améjooistudents of the ways that
group membership, cultural context and soci al hi e
professional sidy in their chosen field, and 3) provide students with an understanding of the key concepts,
theoretical frames and methodological practices within their major discipline.

1. Goal
To develop in Sociology majors and norajors mastery of the central concegutsl theoretical paradigms in
the discipline.

Learning Qutcome
la. Students will be able to identify, define, and apply the list of concepts and terms in the department

handbook.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

75% of students in an introducto|
course will score 70% or above (
a courseembedded measure
askingthoseto define a list of
central concepts and provide cle
examples illustrating their
understanding of those concepts

Because this is the first yeaew
have measured student learning
outcomes in introductory courses
we piloted this in one course in
the fall semester. In the spring
semester this was measureain
introductory courses. 77 out of §
students scored at 70% or above
on the measure. This 88.5% of
the students.

While we exceeded our stated
goal, as noted in the introduction
we plan to continue to refine the
measures that will use to examin
this student learning outcome.
We have two different
introductorylevel classes. Thus
slightly different lists of concepts
were tested in the course
embedded measures on the last
test of the semester.

All majors will score at the 75
percentile or above on the
Educational Testing Service
Major Field Test.

Three different individual scores
arereported by the ET& an
over al |l fi,saffi @ b e €
S 0 C i osubosgoyeand a
fcri ti casubstotei nk
Appendix | includes more detalil
on student performance on the
Sociology Major Field Test. Our
students, overall, didxtremely
well when corpared to a national
sample. We did NOT, however,
reach our stated goal of all majo
scoring at the 7Spercentile or
above.

On the overall
of the 13 graduating seniors
(84.6%) scored at the 75
percentile or above.

On t heo diicmlsubg 50

As noted in Appendix I, our
graduating majors in sociology
scoreexceptionally well on a
nationally standardized test of
sociological knowledge.

Because this t g
and there is no particular reason
for students to study in advance,
these scores are even more
impressive.

The relative ranking of indidual
students generally reflects their
GPAOGs here at §

While one student did not score
the78'percentil e
S 0 c i osulosgoyEihe one we
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score 12 of the 13 (92%) scored
at the 7% percentile or above.
On the fdficrisubi c g
score 10 of the 13 (76.9%%)
scored in the 7%percentile or
above;

consider most important), the fag
that nearly 70% of the cohort
scored in the top% nationally
reflects that our program is
successful in helping students
attain this student learning
outcome.

Our best majors will score at the
95" percentile or above on the
Educational Testingervices
Major Field Test. (The definition
of A be gMlequantifed as ¢
percentage of g
graduating seniors. At a small
institution, the quality of cohorts
varies consi der
to our top students, who we agre
asa group isvery strong, as
evidenced by their GPA,
presenation of papers at
professional meetings, course
performance, etc. There may be
years when we have several
majors in this category. Other
cohorts may not have any.)

On the overall
out of 13 (nearly a third) scored i
the 99" percenile or above.

On the fAcosub s
score 9 (69.2%) scored in the 95
percentile or above!

On the dAcr isubi c &
score 7 (53.8%) scored in the 95
percentile or above.

We significantly exceeded our
goal on these measures. It was
not just our ALl
scored in the top 5% of those wh
took this test nationally. Indeed,
the majority of our graduating

S e n iscoresidthe top 5% on
both subscales, and nearlyhird
of the majors were in the top 5%
in their overall score.

Department faculty will determing
that 100% of graduating majors
provide acceptable answers to
questions in the senior oral final
exam that pertain to central
concepts in the discipline.

12 out of 13 (92%) did so during
the senior oral final. The
remaining person was asked to
write an essay on this topic, and
was judged as acceptable by the
faculty members who gave the
exam.

Students did well on this. The ol
student who did not do wah the
oral exam had extremely high
anxiety about the oral final, and
performed well in the written
follow-up.

1b. Students will be able tidentify three anépply one major theoretical paradigms in sociofbgy
structuralfunctionalism, conflict theory,ral symbolic interactionism.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

80% of all students in
introductory Sociology classes
will score 80/100 on a question ¢
an inclass exam which asks thet
to identify three and apply one of
thethree major theoretical
paradigms in sociology.

Results for the four introductory
level classes:

2 classes combined: 13 outf
(27.7%)

Class 3: 13 out of 21 (61.9%)
Class 4: 14 out of 21 (66.7%)

Students scored significantly
below our stated goals a@his
measure. Discussion at our
annual retreat on May 10 revealg
complete agreement that the iss
was in measurement, not
necessarily in student learning.
We need to work on improving
how we measured this. We will
improve this in three ways over
thenext year:

1) this year each faculty membe
used different measures, and
actually measured slightly
different things. We will refine
this so that there is more
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consistency.

2) At our department retreat, we
decided to divide this into two
separate mease® one that asks
students to identify the three
paradigms, and a second that ag
students to define and apply at
least one of the three.

3) the very low scores (in the firg
two classes) were when this wag
on the first inclass exam. Scoreg
on the firsttest are typically very
low, so this measure will be on &
later test.

100% of students in the
Sociological Theory class will
perform at a satisfactory level or
above on an essay question whif
asks them to describe and
compare and contrast the three
major paradigms in Sociological
Theory.

75% gave satisfactory answers i
the part of the essay asking then
to describe the three paradigms.
93% (14 of 15) gave satisfactory|
answers in the part of the essay
asking them to compare and
contrast the paradigms.

This is the first year we have
assessed this in the theory courg
At our department retreat on May
10 we agreed that it is unrealistig
to expect that 100% would be
successful in this essay. Most
cohorts have some weaker
students who may not perform
well on this measure. We will
reassess this next year.

Our mean percent aact for
graduating majors on Assessme|
Indicator 1 (General Theory) on
the Educational Testing Services
Major Field Test will be in the
90" percentile or above.

On the General Theory
Assessment indicator on the ET¢
Sociology Major Field Test, the
meanPercent Correct was in the
95" percentile

We exceeded our goal on this
assessment measure.

Department faculty will determing
that 100% of graduating majors
provide acceptable answers to a
question in the senior oral final
exam that asks students to itign
and apply a major theoretical

paradigm in sociology.

12 of the 13 (92.3%) did so. The
remaining person wrote a follew
up essay that was judged as
acceptable.

This was the same student as in
the earlier measure from the ora
exam. The student had setne

test anxiety during the oral exam

2. Goal
To develop in Sociology majors the ability to clearly articulate a research question, linking it to a body of

empirical research embedded within a theoretical tradition.

Learning Outcome

2a. Students will be able to apply the concepts and the major paradigms of sociology to a specific area of a

specific field.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of students in the required
capstone seminar will apptyajor
concepts and relevant scholarsh
to the empirical findings they
collect, at a level evaluated as
Afairo by depar

100% (13 of 13) did so.

We exceeded our goal on this
measure.




3.

2b. Students will be able to write a literature review andnect it to research.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of the literature reviews in
the final papers in the required
capstone seminar will be
eval uated as ff
Capstone professor.

11 of the 13 (84.6%)id so.

Two of the students in the
capstone did not adequately
complete the two pegeview
assignments leading up to the
final version of the literature
review. The faculty member
teaching the capstone and the
department chair plan to be in
consultatiorthroughout the
semester if there are cases whel
individual students are not
completing the cumulative
assignments that are required in
the course. They (the chair and
faculty member teaching the
course) will develop strategies
appropriate to the indivichl
students to help rectify any
problems like this, should they
arise. Hopefully this will improve
their skills on this student learnin
outcome.

2c. In the context of the senior capstone seminar, students will be able to develop anresgaah

guestion

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

90% of students in the required
capstone seminar will articulate i
original research question
eval uated as ff

Capstone professor.

12 of the 13 (92.3%) did so.

We metour goal on this measure

Goal

To develop in Sociologgpna j a@womipetence in collecting and analyzing data using both quantitative and

gualitative research methods.

Learning Outcome

3a. Students will be able to formulate a hypothesis or reseprestion and propose a method for testing it,

and execute those methods.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100 % of students in the require
capstone seminar will execute
methods effectively when
examining their researauestion,
at a |l evel eval
the Capstone professor.

100% did so.

Note: We revised the wording of
this measure. It originally said

they woul d fiemg
metlo d s 0 . The pr
choose their methods. Thus, it i
moreappropriate to evaluate if
theyapplied methodsffectively.
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3b. Students will develop the ability to collect and analyze data on sociological topics. For courses focusing
on quantitative research projects, students are expected to be able to use the statistical analysis program S

statistical analysis program on tBeneral Social Survey to do simple analyses in different topic areas.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students will demonstra
this ability by performing at a
good (80%) or above level on the
laboratory assigments in the
Research Methods course.

8 out of 10 (80%) did so.

This year a different faculty
member taught the course, and
developed a new set of lab
assignments. Over the next yea
the two faculty members will
work together to build a more
consistentand stronger set of lah
assignment$ using the best
assignments from both sets of
labs.

3c. In the context of the senior capstone, students will be able to collect and analyze data using a set of
methods appropriate to their research question and syreHitsrature with findings.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students in the required
capstone seminar will successful
complete a research project in
which they formulate a research
question and test it in an
individual research project. This
success will be determined by
departmental faculty evaluations
in the capstone presentations.
100% of students will perform at
or above Afaird(

Department faculty evaluated 12
of the 13 students in the capston
seminar(2. 3 %) as d
job or better on this in their
capstone presentations.

As with the earlier capstone
measure ir2b, the student who
was not evaluated as having dor|
a Afairo job or
the session where students
rehearsed their fal presentations
The quality of the presentation, &
a result, was very poor.

4. Goal
To develop in students the ability to report research findings, in both written and oral formats, and to a broac

academic audience.

Learning OQutcome

4a. Students will demonstrate skills in oral communication in reporting the results of their original research ir

relation to the existing body of knowledge.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students in the required
Research Methods course will d¢
an oral presentation on their
research, and at least 80% must
perform at a level of good (80%)
or above on the grading rubric
used to evaluate those
presentations.

100% of the students in Bearch
Methods did an oral presentatior
8 out of 10 (80%) performed at
80% or better.

We met our goals on these
measures.

100% of students in the required
capstone seminar will do an oral
presentation on their research, a

100% of the capstone students ¢
their oral presentations. 12 of 13
(92.3%) performed at the 80%

We exceeded our goals on thesg
measures.
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at least 80% must perform at
level of good (80%) or above on
the grading rubric for those
presentations.

level or better.

At least 50% of gradating seniors
will have created a paper judged
strong enough to be presented g
regional or national professional
meeting; and 50% of graduating
seniors will have so presented.

8 of the 13 graduatingeniors
(61.5%) presented papers at
regional or natioal professional
meetings or both.

We exceeded our goals on this
measure. The paper by one
student was recognized both at {
regional (SSS) and national
(ASA) meetings as one of the toj
undergraduate papers at the
conference.

4b. Students will develogkills in peer reviewing the research presentations and papers of their colleagues

and providing constructive criticism in a community of scholars.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students in selected
upperlevel sociology courses (34
274, 34234, 34314, 34304) will
perform at a level of good (80%)
or above on their pegeview
assignments in those classes.
These courses include both maj
and noamajors.

One of these courses was offere
this year and includepeerreview
assignments. 100% of the
students performed at 80% or
above. (22 out of 22 in the other
class.)

We met our goal on this measurg

100% of students in the required
capstone seminar will perform at
level of good (80%) or above on
their peerreview assignments in

that class.

13 out of 13 (100%) did so.

We met our goal on this measurg

5. Goal

To develop in Sociology students the ability to articulate the interconnections of issues of race/class/gender

and how they have an impact on sotifal

Learning OQutcome

5a. Students will be able to illustrate their understanding of the sociological imagination.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

75% of students in introductory
courses will score 70% or above
on anessay asking them to defin|
the sociological imagination and
apply it to a particular social
problem/issue.

Three faculty members measure
this in three different ways. A
used a Hoint essay question; B
used an 1:point essay question;
C used two objecte questions.
Because of the scoring system,
70% is not a logical cuff in
terms of percentages. The resul
were as follows: A: 15 out of 21
(71%) of students scored a 3 or
above on afpoint essay. B: 33
of 47 (70%) scored a 7 or above
on an 11point essay. C: 17 of 2

(85%) were correct on the

Scores on this measure were
slightly below our goal for two
courses, and above for the third
course. This varied by type of
measure. We plan to continue t(
refine the way in which this
measured in the introductory
courses, and rassess this studer
learning outcome in 2011/2012.

We also plan to assess this later
the semester, as this is a concef
that becomes muatieaer
throughout the semester,

120



definition, and 15 of 20 (75%)
applied it accurately to a social
problem/issue.

particularly in terms of applying i
to specific social problems/issue
In an extended discussion during
our annual department retreat in
May, all faculty agreed that
students in the introductory
courses attained this student
learning outcome later in the
semester.

5b. Students will be able to articulate impacts of race, class, and gender, and their intersections upon social

life.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Our mean percent correfcir
graduating majors on Assessme
Indicator 5 (Multiculturalism) on
the Educational Testing Service
Major Field Test will be at or
above the 78percentile,

The mean percent correct on thig
assessment indicator for our coh
of 13 graduating majors wan the

97" percentile!

We significantly exceeded our
goal on this measure.
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Sociology and Anthropology Departmeh

Assessment Plan (Anthropology)

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Sociology and Anthropology Department offers majors in 8ottiology and Anthropology. The purposes

of the department are to: 1) contribute to an understanding by both major amajoorstudents of the ways that
group member ship, cultural context and sforgiadubtedni e
professional study in their chosen field, and 3) provide students with an understanding of the key concepts,
theoretical frames and methodological practices within their major discipline.

1. Goal

To develop in students an understandinguttiucal relativism and ethnocentrism; and knowledge and

appreciation of

Learning Outcome

t he worl dsbéo

dynami c,

changing

la. Students will analyze cultural difference through the lens of cultural relativism and demaastrate

understanding of ethnocentrism.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

INTRO

100% of the students in the
Introduction to Anthropology clas
will be required to either a) answe
a set essay question on a major
exam askinghem to define and
apply the concept of cultural
relativism and ethnocentrism and
understand how the two can
mutually inform one anotheAt
least 80% of the students who
complete this question will score
Afgoodo or bette
on this essay.

77% of studentscored gooar
better.

For the full year oubf 65
students in one version of our
Introduction to Anthropology,
84% scored at
or better.

In our other Introduction to
Anthropology, on an exam
focused primarily on
ethnocentrism and cultural
relativism,Spring 3643 (84%);
Fall 11/24 (46%) scored at 85 oI
above, or 70% overall.

For 201112, this measure will be
revised to focus simultaneousin
ethnocentrism and cultural
relativism.

Both anthropologists will use the
same exam question in 2012.

INTRO
100% of the students in the
Introduction to Anthropology clas

94% of students scored good or
better.

We are satisfied with these result

For 201112, the exact wording of

will complete a miniethnographicl| F 6 10 90 % s c o r ¢ this particular rubric measure will
research assignment. At least 80| aboved 20 students be revised to:
of stucents who complete this that avoids ethnocentrism, is
assignment willlS 611 Of alll s { written empathetically and the do

better on a designated rubric
measure "Careful analysis that
does not make unsupportable
claims, that does not impute
motivesand that fully avoids
ethnocentrism. Analysis is written
empatheticall yo

completed this assignment (43 ¢
of 45), 100% scored 8/10 or
higher

not i mpute mot.
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METHODS

100% of the students in the
Ethnographic Methods class will
complete a final term papéekt
least 90% will score good or bette
on a designated rubric measure
"Careful analysis that does not
make unsupportable claims, that
does not imputenotivesand that
fully avoids ethnocentrism.

Anal ysis i s wri

88% of students scoraphod or
better.

7/8 scored 8/10 or higher on
designated rubric measure.

We are satisfied with these result
we take 88% to be close enough
90% for this small cohort to
suffice.

As with the Introduction to
Anthropology course, the rubric
language wilbe revised as
indicated above for 20112.

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
complete a capstone paper. All
graduating majors will score
excellent or better on the followin
measure in their capstone papers
"Careful analysis that does not
makeunsupportable claims, that
does not imputenotivesand that
fully avoids ethnocentrism.

Anal ysis is wri

100% of students scored excelld
or better

100% scored 9 or above on thig
measure; 25% scored at 10

We are satisfied with thesesults;
we believe we can continue to hal
very high expectations for
assessment on this point, since tl
is the fundamental frame of
thought for anthropology.

As with the Introduction to
Anthropology course, the rubric
language will be revised as
indicated above for 20312012.

To reflect the cumulative and
building nature of our curriculum
we have implemented a sequenti
increase in expectations from
introductory through intermediate
and the capstone level courses
adopted the expectation
percentagesf students who will
perform at Agoo
below. We will continue to
monitor the effects of these
increasing standards.

80% of Intro students

90% of Methods students

100% of capstone studen

1b. Students will demonstrate knowledge lofe

worl ds o

dynami c,

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

INTRO

Out of the 100% of students in th
Introduction to Anthropology
course who take course exams
80% will score good or better by
answering 80% of a designated g
of multiple choice questions
correctly.

To be measured in 1112.

A set of 6 multiple choice
questions on the®land 2° exams
in Introduction to Anthropology
has been identified as the
mechanism for this measure, and
this mechanism will be
implemented starting Fall 2011.
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2. Goal
To develop in students an understanding of the relationbbipgeen difference, culture and power.

Learning Outcome
2a. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between difference, culture and power.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
INTRO To be neasured 112 Essay and short answer question
Out of the 100% of students in th and grading rubrics have been
Introduction to Anthropology developed to begin using Fall
course who take course exams 2011.

80% will score

a grading rubric for exam essay ¢
short answer questions about the
relationship between culture,
difference and power.

THEORY 81% scored good or better We are satisfied with these result
Two reading response papers in
the Theory in Anthropology cour§ Of students who attempted thes
focus on culture and power. Out ( assignments (papers 4 and 5,
the 100% of students required to| n=21) scored at 12/15 (80/100)
write these papers, 80% of above on the assessment criteri
students who complete the
assignment will score good or Paper 4
better on a specific rubric 719, or 78%
assessment criterion that asks th
to compare and contrast different Paper 5
schools of thought that analyze tk 10/12, or 83%
relationship between culture and

power. (Note that all students are
required to write 5 out @
response papers, but can choos
which ones)
3. Goal

To develop in students a mastery of the major theoretical frameworks in sociocultural Anthropology.

Learning Outcome
3a. Students will demonstrate an understanding of major theoretical frameworks in sociocultural
Anthropology

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
THEORY 86% of students who attempted| We are satisfied with these result
100% of the students in Theory il assignment scored satisfactory
Anthropology will take a midterm| above;
exam. 85%of the students who

complete this assignment will 86% (12/14) at satisfactory or
score satisfactory or above (as | above
determined by a rubric) on 71% (10/14) at good or above;

comparing three of the following | 29% (4/14) at excellent or above
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theoretical schools (Evolutionism
StructuraiFunctionalism,
Boasianism, Symbolic and
Interpretive Anthropologyhe
Political Economy school and
Feminist Anthropology.

Score of 70/100 = satisfary

THEORY

100% of the students in Theory i
Anthropology will write four
response papers that ask them tg
compare schools of
anthropological theory. 80% of
students in the Theory in
Anthropology course wilscore
satisfactory or above, according t
a rubric, on describing and/or
comparing and contrasting
different theoretical perspectives
anthropology.

Overall:

84% performed at satisfactory o
above

74% performed at good or abov

Note: students coulchoose to
not do one out of the 6 required
reading response papers (I
dropped the lowest grade}his
explains the varying numbers of
attempts (there was one student
who took a medical withdrawal,
and another who struggled to
complete the course, as well)

Paper 2

13/14 scored at 11/15 or above,
93 % (12/14 scored at good or
above)

Paper 3

12/15 scored at 11/15 or above,
80% (10/15 scored 13/15 or
above)

Paper 4
7/9 scored at 11/15 or above, or,
78%, (6/9 at 13 or above)

Paper 5
10/12 scored at 115 or above, o
83 % (9/12 at 12 or above)

Grand total = 42/50= 84%

We are satisfied with these result
but continue to develop strategies
to strengthen s
theory.

THEORY

100% of students in will write a
term paper in Theory in
Anthropology. 80% of students
who complete this assignment wi
score fAsatisfac
based on a rubric, on a term paps
that asks them to elaborate upon
theoretical framework of their
choice in the discipline.

93% performed at satisfactory o
above.
79% performed at good or abov

13/14 performed at satisfactory
(70) or above.

11/13 performedat 80 or above.

We are satisfied with these result
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3b. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the epistemological debates within anthropology.

Assesment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

THEORY

100% of the students in Theory i
Anthropology will write one or
two papers that ask them to
discuss, contrast and compare
feminist anthropology, reflexive
anthropology, native anthropolog
the writing culture critique and
recent developments such as
decdonizing anthropology, world
anthropologies and flat ontologie
Of the students who complete thg
assignment, 80% wil c og @ 0
or above, according to a rubric.

86% performed at good or abov

(18/21 overall performed at 12/1
or above)

Paper 3:12/15 scored at 12/15 g
aboveé80% at g

Paper 6, 6/6 performed at 13/15
(good/excellent) or above, or
100%

See note above about students
completing paper assignments i
this course.

We are satisfied with this result.

METHODS

100% of students in the
Ethnographic Research Methods
Class will write essays on the
midterm exam that ask them to
discuss feminist, reflexive, native
and decolonizing critiques. 80% (¢
students in the Ethnographic
Research methods class will sco
good @ above, on describing
and/or comparing these
approaches, according a rubric

designed to measure this.

100% performed at good or abo
on this rubric measure
(8/8)

We are satisfied with these result

3c. Students will employ anthropological theorytie analysis of original ethnographic data.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
complete a capstone paper. 1009
of graduating seniors will employ
a major theoretical framework in
Anthropology at good levelor
above in their capstone papers a
evaluated by a rubric.

100% of students performed at
goodor above.

88% scored 9/10,

12% scored 8/10

We are satisfied with these result

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
enroll in the Senior Capstone
course. All of these students will
effectively contribute to a
Capstone seminar session devot
to identifying, comparing, and
contrasting the theoretical

frameworks that could apply to

100% of students attended this
class session and all scored at &
level of good or above on their
work during this class period,
according to a ruir.

We are satisfied with these result
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theirp oj ect s. Eac
participation in this session will bg
evaluated by a rubric designed tq
measure this.

Goal

To devel

op

student sb

ethics of anthropological research and practice.

Learning Outcome

competence in

4a. Students will demonstrate competence in ethnographic methods.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

INTRO

100% of students in the
Introduction to Anthropology
course will complete a Mini
Ethnographic Research
Assignment. Ateast 80% of
students will s
above in their use of ethnographi
methods in this project, as
measured by a rubric.

For year 98 %
above

F6 10 19/ 20 sc
S 611 Of the 4

45) who completed this
assignment, 100% 8 or above in
their use of ethnographic metho

We are satisfied with these result
but will continue to develop

pedagogical strategies to improve
studentsdé mast e

METHODS
100% of the students in the
Ethnographic Methods a&ss will
be required to complete a series
projects designed to familiarize
them with a range of ethnographi
methods. 80% of students who
complete these projects will
perform at least good work on
each of these.
1 Cultural artifact exercise,
i Participantobservation
exercise
1 Collecting and turning in
field notes (which
illustrated student
development of
interviewing, participant
observation, note taking
and jotting skills)

100% performed at good or abo
92% performed at excellent

Cultural artifactexercise8/8
performed at excellent or above

Participant observation exercise
8/8 performed at excellent or
above.

Collecting and turning in field
notes 6/8 performed at excellent
or above, 2/8 at good or above.

We are satisfied with thesesults.

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
complete a capstone paper. All
majors will employ ethnographic
research methods at a satisfacto
level or above in their capstone
research project as demonstratec

their capstone paper.

100% performedt a satisfactory
level or above

38% at satisfactory
25% at good
38% at excellent level.

We are satisfied with these result
though ideally we would like all
capstone papers to be at good or
above in this measure. We have
been working on developing neor
guidance for student research for
the capstone project.

et hnographic



4b. Students will demonstrate competence in analyzing ethnographic data.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

INTRO

100% of students in the
Introduction toAnthropology
course are required to complete ¢
Mini-Ethnographic Research
Assignment. At least 80% of
students who complete the
assignment will score
Asatisfactoryo
data analysis in their Mini
Ethnographic Research Project i
Introductionto Anthropology, as
measured by the project rubric.

94 % scored fis
above.

F 610 90% scor ¢
aboved 20/21 students

S 611 Of alll s 1

completed this assignment (43 ¢
of 45), 100% scored 8/10 or
higher

We are satisfied ith these results,
but will continue to think critically
about and revise accordingly the
assignment guidelines and rubric
measures.

METHODS

100% of students in the
Ethnographic Methods class will
complete a final paper for the
class. At least 80% aftudents
who complete this assignment wi
score fAgoodo o}
analysis of their ethnographic dat
as measured by a grading rubric

88% scored figo
1/8 performed at satisfactory

7/8 performed at excellent

We are satisfied with #se results.

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
complete a capstone paper. 1009
of students who complete this
paper will scor
in the analysis of their own
original ethnographic data in thei
capstone paper as measured by
grading ubric.

100% of students scored at
fexcell ent Anor

We are satisfied with these result

4c. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the ethics and politics entailed in ethnographic research.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

INTRO

100% of students in the
Introduction to Anthropology
course will complete a Mini
Ethnographic Research
Assignment. 80% of students wh
complete this assignment will
score fAsatisfac
assignment that explaehe ethics
and politics of their Mini
Ethnographic Research Project, :
determined by a rubric measure.

Overall, 97% of students scored
Asatisfactoryo

Overall results

5/65 (7.7%) did not do

2/60 (3%) scored below
satisfactory

58/60 (97%) scad satisfactory
or above

50/60 (83%) scored excellent or
above

Fall

We are satisfied with this result.
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2/21 9% did not complete
1/21 (4%) scored below
satisfactory

18/21 85 % scored satisfactory ¢
above
15/21 71% scored 9, or excellen
or above.

Spring

7% (3/44) did not complete
2% (1/44) scored below
satisfactory

11% (5/44) scored btw-8
80% (35/44) scored above 9.0

METHODS 100% scored A g(We are satisfied with these result
100% of students in the

Ethnographic Research Methods| 88% scored excellent For 201213, when this course is
class will be required to write and taught again, we will add a
submit and IRB proposal inwhich 7/ 8 scor ed A e x (measurementthat evaluates, int
they complete assignmentsthata 1 / 8 scoiried fAgo¢particular <c¢l as
them to discuss ethics and politic articulations of their grasp of thes|
of ethnographic research. 80% @ issues.

the student ssowhb

above orthe description and

discussion of ethics and politics

measure of the assignment gradi

rubric.

METHOD 100% scored 0 g(We are satisfied with these result

100% of students in the
Ethnographic Research Methods
class will canplete a final paper ir|
which they consider (in part) ethig
and politics in their specific
research project. 80% of the
students who complete this pape
will score fAgoo
according to a specific grading
rubric.

88%scored at excellent or abov

CAPSTONE

100% of graduating seniors will
complete a capstone paper 1009
of students wil
above, according to a grading
rubric, on addressing the politics
and ethicsentailed in the research
process and data analysis for the

capstone project.

1006 s cor ed abdoweo o
38 % scored fg
62% scored fAex

We are satisfied with these result
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5. Goal
To develop in students the ability to present ethnographic analysis contextualized in related scholarship and

anthropological theory, in both written and oral formats, and to a broad academic audience.

Learning OQutcome

5a. Students will demonstrate skills written communication in the analysis of their original ethnographic
research and in the contextualization of this analysis in existing scholarship and theory in anthropology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

METHODS
100% of students in the required
Ethnographic Methods course wi

88% scored figo

1/8s c o rsead i s formaaboveq

Although we are mostly satisfied
with this result, we are identifying
ways in which to improve, and

100% of students in the required
capstone seminar will complete g
written capstone research paper,
and at | east 80
or above on the grading rubriorf
those papers.

write a final paper on their and 7/ 8 scor ed|makemorestreaini ned,

research, and at least 80% will | above. incorporation of theory into their

score figoodo or analysis in the methods class. W

grading rubric used to evaluate will likely include a measure to

those papers. assess students
the methods class.

CAPSTONE 100% scor ed A g(Althoughwe are mostly satisfied

with this result, students expresse

concern about how to
identify, sift through, and
synthesize literature
relevant to their projects.

an interest in learning
these skills arlier in the
anthropology curriculum.

an interest in practicing
ethnographic writing
during class time in the
capstone class.

We will identify improvements in
the capstone, and in other courseg
in the curriculum, and identify
assessment measures to ceptu
thisfor 20122013

CAPSTONE
At least 40% of graduating seniof
will have created a paper judged
strong enough to be presented al
regional or national professional
meeting; and 30% of graduating
seniors will have so presented.

50% created a paper judged
strong enough.

38% (3/8) so presented.
1/8 won Annual Award at

Southern Anthropological Societ
meetings for best undergraduate

paper.

We are satisfied with these result
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5b. Studentsvill demonstrate skills in oral communigan in reporting the results of their original
ethnographic research and analysis in relation to existing scholarship and theory in anthropology.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

METHODS

100% of students in the required
Ethnographic Methods course wi
do an oral presentation on their
research, and at least 80% will
score fAgoododo or
grading rubric used to evaluate
those presentations.

88%s c orgeodd did o

5/ 8 scoelelde nite&
2/8 scoredi g ooo d

1/ 8 scored fisa

We are satisfied with these result

CAPSTONE

100% of students in the required
capstone seminar will do an oral
presentation on their research, ar
at least 80% wi
above orthe grading rubric for
those presentations.

100% of students scored good ¢
above on the grading rubric for
the oral presentation, as measul
by an assortment of department
faculty

We are satisfied with these result
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Theatre Department

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

To provide academic and laboratory experiences designed to help students explore their artistic potential throug
the arts and crafts of theatre and to becomeedkitated theatre artists, activists, and advocatésdarts. Our

goal is to educate students who are well prepared for graduate schools and advanced theatre training programs
for work in the professional theatre. We are also dedicated to empowering individuals who will use the
analytical, critical, pactical, and artistic skills inherent in the theatre discipline to entertain, educate, enlighten,
and contribute to their communities and the world in insightful and celebratory ways. As an integral and visible
part of the university and local commun#&jé¢he Theatre Department is committed to presenting a wide range of
theatrical productions which entertain and encourage public and private reflection and debate in keeping with th
uni versityds goal of gl obal and cultur al under st a

1. Goal
To provide academic and laboratory experiences designed to help students explore their artistic potential
through the arts and crafts of theatre.

Learning Outcome
la. Students will demonstrate competence in one of the following artistic iskiiteng directing, design,
technical theatre or playwriting.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
75% of all graduating theatre 100% of graduating theatre Standard met continuing to
majors will be rated good or majorswasrated good or monitor. This is the final year thi
excellentyia thecapstone rubric,| excellent on the students were able to elect to tal
on the creative/performance creative/performance capstone for credit. All
portion oftheir capstone project. | portion of their capstone subsequent years, students will |

project. required to take Capstone | and
for a grade.
90% of all BFA theatre majors | 90% of BFA theatre majors The Department improved its jur

will demonstrate improvemein | demonstrated improvement in | system by introducing a rubric
their jury at the end of each year| their jury as monitored by the into the process. Having a writtg

in their particular artistic skill. collected written rubrics over the| rubric allows the faculty to more
course of the 9qgclearly judge g
within the departmdn and provides the faculty and

students involved in that process
more organized metloof
communication about the juries.

2. Goal
To empower theatre students to demonstrate competence in critical and analytical skills in connection with
executing practical artistic skills.

Learning Outcome
2a. Theatre students will demonstrate critical andlgtical skills in the written portion of both Capstone |
and Capstone Il. Capstone Rubric attached.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

75% of all graduating theatre
majors will be rated good or
excellentyia thecapstone rubric
onthe critical and

analytical portion of their
capstone project in theatre.

75% of all graduating theatre
majors were rated good or
excellent on the critical and
analytical portion of their
capstone project in theatre

Standard met all graduating
students taking Capstone for a
grade rated good or excellent. C
those not taking capstone for a
grade, 80% rated good or
excellent.

75% of all students enrolled in
Capstone | will be rated good or
excellent, via theapstone rubric,
on the research/planning portion
of their capstone project

75% of students in Capstone |
were rated good or excellent on
the research/ planning portion of
their capstone project.

Standard mét Continuing to
monitor students in Capstonlan
the Fall and Springf 20112012
school year. Department has
decided to combine Capstone |
and Il into one course that will bg
implemented in the fall of 2012

75% of all graduating theatre
majors will demonstrate a
satisfactory level of critical and
analytical skillsha s eni o
interview which asks them to
discuss concepts and theories

learned in the discipline.

The interview questions are unds
development. Therefore, there &
no assessment results on this
measure.

The Department has dded to
replace this assessment
mechanism with the more
sophisticated and detailed
Capstone experience. See
attached capstone rubric.

3. Goal

To prepare students to apply and compete for acceptance into graduate studies, professional training
programs, intmships or professional employment.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Theatre students will successfully demonstrate professional competence in audition and portfolio

presentation skills.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

75% of alltheatre majors will be
selected to participate, via a
competitive interview or audition|
in a rigorous internship in the fiel
before they graduate.

75% of theatre majors did
successfully complete rigorous
internship programi usually
connected with thestudy abroad

Standard meét continue to
monitor.

100% of BFA majors will be
selected to present an audition g
portfolio at a major theatre

conference.

100% of BFA majors successfull
presented an audition or portfolig
at a major theatre conference.

Standard mét continue to
monitor.
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Animal Behavior Interdisciplinary Program
Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Animal Behavior Program provides an academic challenging interdisciplinary program that: 1) exposes
students to the foundation of the field of animal behavior; 2) explains the link between biology and psychology;
3) illustrates the ethical and social issues surounding the scientific study of animal behavior; 4) engages studen
in scientific inquiry and) prepares students to become scientists by encouragisaname collaborative

research with faculty members.

1. Goal
To expose students to the foundation of the field of AnBeddavior

Learning Qutcome
la. Acquire the central core knowledge/content unique to the field of animal behavior.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Introduction to Animal Behavior-1| New Assessment A pre- and postshort answer
hr courseimprove student guestion will be instituted in the
understanding of the foundation g Introduction to Animal Behavior
animal behavior as an COURSE beginning in Fall 2011

interdisciplinary field that has a
long tradition studying animal
behavior from many different
perspectives and methodologies.
Animal Behavior Core 4r course | New Assessment Student scores will assessed thg
100% of students will illustrate a next time the course is offered.
clearunderstanding of the
disciplinary content of the study o
Animal Behavior as evident by a
score of at least 8 out of 10 on a
final exam question that requires
understand of animal
communication.

Animal Behaior Core 4hr course | New Assessment Student scores will assessed thg
100% of students will illustrate a next time the course is offered.
clear understanding of the
disciplinary content of the study o
Animal Behavior as evident by a
score of at least 8 out of 10 on a
final exam question that requires
understand of animal learnigd
reproductive success.

Animal Behavior Core 4r course | New Assessment Student scores will assessed thg
100% of students will illustrate a next time the course if offered.
clear understanding of the
disciplinary content of the study o
Animal Behavior as evident by a
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score of at lea®® out of 10 on a
final exam question that requires
understand of how to make direct
observations of animal behavior.

1b. Students will gain knowledge/content applicable to the specific area of research in the field of Animal

Behavior in which their capstone project was based.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone/Senior Sefssessment:
SURE survey of Research
Experience question (based on
Lopatto et al.) that asks how
students rate thequrrent
knowledge of the literature of topi
area (Qestion3; 1 =no gain; 5 =
very large gain).

We want 100% of our student to
take the survey and we want 100{
of the students to rank their
awareness as a 4.0 or higher.

The average for this question wa
3.9 based on the two students w
completed the survey. We
continue to contact our 2 other
graduates to get this information
Although we did not achieve our
goal, we were verglose.

We will remind students earlier i
the semester to complete the
SURE survey so we have greate
representation and better stress
importance of primary literature
support astudents develop their
capstone paper.

2. Goal
Students will gain a thorough understanding of both the biological and psychological approaches to the study

of animal behavior.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will develop a foundation in psychological principles and biological processes as they relate to

animal behavior by integrating this understanding ingirtbtapstone projects.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone Paper Rubricll
students will incorporate theory
and research in psychology and
biology (as evidenced by
successfully including such
primary literature in capstone
papers) into their final capstone
papers.

All Students will score at least a 4
out of 5 rating on the
biology/psychology portion of the
rubric.

75 % of the capstone papers
included a thorough review of thg
literature with a focus on the
biological basis of animal
behavior.

Students included relevent
primary literature but did not
always make the desired links
between psychology and biology
We will introduce students to our
capstone rubric in more
intentionalways. In addition, we
will stress the importance of this
component more in capstone
drafts in the future.

Introduction to Animal Behavior-1
hr course Students will improve
their description of the
interdisciplinary nature of AB as g
unique scientific field that depend

on both biology and psychology.

New Assessement

Pre and postshort answer
guestion will be instituted in the
Introduction to Animal Behavior
course
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3. Goal
Students will gain an understanding of the social and ethical aspects of Animal Behavior

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will be able to apply knowledge of ethical issues about specific cases of animal use in researct

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Research Methodsourse 75%
of students will score
good/excellent on 3 quizzes
related to the ethical

responsibilities in animal researd

100% of students scored
good/excellent o IACUC
quizzes.

We continue to provide training
for students as required by the
Institutional Animal Care and Us
Committee protocols.

3b. Students will be able to articulate the religious and social aspects of research in Animal Behavior.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Introduction to Animal Behavior
1-hr course By survey, 75% of
students in the Introduction to
Animal Behavior course will
agree that they possess a good |
or thorough (5) awareness of the
ethical and social aspects of
animal research.

63% of students agreed that the
Introduction to Animal Behavior
course helped them realize the
ethical and social aspects
associated with animal research

We did not neet our goal here.
This could be due to the rotation
of instructors in the Intro course.
For Fall 2011, we will add more
material and discussion regardin
this issues.

In addition, the Animal Behavior
Program will explore changing th
description of ouminor to

"Animal Studies" and seeking
more ties with the Humanities an
Social Sciences

Introduction to Animal Behavior
1-hr course 75% of students will
score good/excellent anreview
of a popular press book that
integrates animal behavior in the
greater context of society.

100% of the students scored a
good/excellent on their reviews ¢
a popular preskook.

We continue to develop the dept
of this assignment. We
determined that it works best
when each students reads a bog
of their choice. In Fall 2011, TA
AJ Gapinski will wok oneon-one
with students to develop their
book reviews into material we ca
develop into a webpage of
recommended books associated
with AB. We have used betweel
10-15% of our budget to create
our own library for students.

For the next year, we wouldckg
to determine a way to engage
upperlevel students in a similar
type of assignment or followp.

Introduction to Animal Behavior
1-hr course We expect that 80%
of the students ithe Introduction
to Animal Behavior Class will

bring up social or ethical concerr|

At least 80% of students did go
beyond the science of the paper
bring up an ethical or social issu
in at least one assignment.

Through instructions for
reflections, we will empésize the
need for students to question
practice and consider ethics
during their reading and reflectio
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in one of their reaction paper.

activities. To highlight the
importance of this learning
outcome, we will expect this in
more than one of the reaction
papers beginning in Fall 2011.

Capstone/Senior Selfssessment]|
SURE survey of Research
Experience question (based on
Lopatto et al.,) that asks how
students rate the gains that they
made regarding awareness of
ethical conduct in science
(Question23: 1 = no gain; 5 =
very large gain). We want 100%
of our student to take the survey
and we want 100% of the studen
to rank their awareness as a 4.0

higher.

The average for this question wa
4.75 based on the two students
who completed the survey.
Therefore, we achived our goal.
We will continue to try and
contact our other 2 past majors t
get this information.

We will remind students earlier ir
the semester to complete the
SURE survey so we have greate
representation.

4. Goal
To engage studést minds in the scientific inquiry and the scientific methos as it relates to Animal Behavior.

Learning Qutcome

4a. Students will demonstrate the ability to design research projects by engaging in hypothesis testing, data

collection and statistical analysis.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Research Methods Course:
Students will undertake a reseatr
project in Research Methods tha
demonstrates their ability to
design research projects by
engaging in hypothesis testing,
data collection, and statistical
analysis. During the yedong
Research Method course, studel
will write two scientific papers
about their research. In the first
semester, we expect 70% of our
students to sul
papers. Inthe 2nd semester, we
hope their skills improve so that
80% of our st ug
qgualityo paper g

Jess Purdy taught Research
Methods this past year. We had
AB students (Laura Arellano,
Nicole Wendel, Katie Gibson an
Kalyn Chacon) enrolled in his
section.

2 out of 4 students bmitted

papers of high quality during the
first semester. 2 out of 4 studen
submitted papers of high quality
during the second semester. In
both cases, we did not achieve d
goal.

We may have to look into the
writing preparation of transfer
students more closely. We will
encourage students who are
struggling in Research Methods
and |l to seek additional help fro
the teaching assistant, Writing
Center and senior animaltmevior
majors. We will not allow
students with less than a C in
Research Methods to continue
onto uppetlevel courses.

Capstone/Senior Sefssessment|
SURE survey of Research
Experience question (based on
Lopatto et al.,) that asks how
student rate their gain in
understanding the research
process (QUESTION 9;1 = no
gain; 5 = very large gain).

We want 100% of our studetd

take the survey and we want

Only 2 of our 4 graduating senio
completed the survey. Because
wanted 100% of our students to
take the survey we did not achie
our goal. The average for this
guestion was 4.25 for the two
students who completed the
survey. Because we wanted 10(
of the students to rank their
awareness as a 4.0 or higher, we

We added this assessmé¢o
better determine the student's
confidence in understanding the
research process. However we
will need to make more effort to
getting students to submit
responses sooner so we can
evaluate more students each yeji
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100% of the students to rank the
awareness as a 4.0 or higher.)

did achieve this goal. However,
we will continue to try and conta
our other recent graduates.

Capstone/Senior Self
Assessment: SURE survey of
Research Experience question
(based on Lopatto et al.,) that as
how student rate their gain in
their ability to analyze data from
research study (QUESTION 16;
=no gain; 5 = very large gain).

We want 100% of our student to
take the survey and we want
100% of the students to rank the|
awareness as a 4.0 or highe

The average for this quést was
4.38 based on the two students
who completed the survey.
Therefore, we met our
expectation. We will continue to
try and get responses from our
remaining two students.

We will remind students earlier ir|
the semester to complete the
SURE survey so we have greate
representation.

Capstone Faculty EvaFaculty New Assessments Faculty will assess each student
will rate the skill level of how that they have supervised with a
well the student understand the rubric designed to assess reseal
research process by being able { skills aquired by students during
work independently to design, the course of the capstone
conduct and collect data experience.

(Questions#2 and #3).

Capstone Faculty EvalFaculty New Assessment Faculty will assess each student

will rate the skill level of the
student's ability to analyze and
interpret data (QUESTION #4).

that they have supervised with a
rubric designed to assessearch
skills aquired by students during
the course of the capstone
experience.

4b. Students will demonstrate professional writing and oral presentations skills at a level it allo
presentations of their research at regional, national, or international conferences.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Using the Capstone Presentatior,
Rubric for Animal Behavior, 80%
of students will score 3 out of 5 i
their capstone presentation.

At least 1 student per year will
score at least 4 out of 5 during &
presentation of their work at
external conferences. Roer
success will be evident by the
number of students who have w
awards for presentations (TAS,
SCPA, etc.).

Of the 4 students graduating (Al¢
Hall, Morgan Mingle, Stephanie
Henderson and Michelle
Camerota) this year with a degre
in AB, 4 out of 4 gave quality
capstone presentations ranked g
level of 3.

Burks rated two students (Mingle
and Hall) with at least a 4 in theil
presentations. Both of these
students gave mulftie
presentations in multiple forums
(TAS, SCPA, orcampus).

We believe that the AB program
does a very satisfactory job of
developing written and oral
presentation skills in owstudents.
However, this year, none of our
AB students earned recognition
a scientific meeting. Thus, we
will make a point of prescreening
future presentations to improve
their quality and hopefully the
competitiveness of the AB
students for recognn in this
area.
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4c. Students will design and develop a research study at a level suitable for submission to an academic

journal.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Using the Capstone Paper Rubri
for Animal Behavior, at least one
student per year will have a
research project deemed at a le\
suitable for submission to an
academic journal.

Alex Hall successfully completeg
an Honor's thesis that focused o
his work investigating artificial
light influences on amphibian
calling. Over the next few
months, Alex will submit this
work to a peereviewed journal.
He has also collaborated on othg
projects in the Pierce lab that wil
likely yield additional peer
reviewed publications.

Morgan Mingle conducted sever
different research projects during
her time as an AB major (dolphir|
behavior, music & primates,
problem solving & primates).
Morganhas plans to submit a
minimum of 2 manuscripts on he
work with chimpanzees although
more ceauthored publications
may also be forthcoming.

We feel fortunate to have two of
our stwlents in the writing stage
for peerreviewed manuscripts.
As we train students in the
research experience unigue to
animal behavior, having students
that gained this level of skill in
our program does represent the
epitome of what it means to
understandrad apply the
concepts, skills and content
learned. Both students devoted
substantial time in commuting to
field sites and in performing
behaviors. Part of the work dong
took place in competitive summe
research programs (Hall
University of Notre Dame
Environmental Research Center;
Mingle - Research Experience fo
Undergraduates at Emory). Cos
of this research fell to the studen
or other sources. To maintain th
level of productivity, the AB
Program needs to acquire fundir
for students to encouradgong
term engagement in research.

5. Goal

Create experiences for students that demonstrate the practice of science.

Learning OQutcome

5a. Students will increase their salbnfidance as a scientist.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Reks

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone/Senior Self
Assessment: SURE survey of
Research Experience question
(based on Lopatto et al.,) that as
how student rates gains in self
confidance as scientist Question
20; 1 = no gain; 5 = very large
gain).

We want 100% of our student to
take the survey and we want
100% of the students to rank the
awareness as a 4.0 or higher.

The average fahis question was
3.9 based on the two students w|
completed the survey. Although

we did not achieve our goal, we

were very close and will continug
to try and get responses from ou
other two students.

We will remind students earlier i
the semester to complete the
SURE survey so we have greate
representation. We will also
investigate what goes into
building confidence in student
scientists.
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5b. Students will write a research paper in a style appropriate for submission to an academic journal

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

All students will finalize capstone
papers in appropriate scientific
style.

100% of the students completed
their capstone paper using the
appropriate scientific style.

We will continue ® emphasize th¢
importance of scientific writing
through Research Methods and
Capstone

Capstone/Senior Sefssessment|
Research experience survey
guestion (based on SURE by
Lopatto) that asks how students
rate their knowledge of the
literature (1 = no gain; 5 = very
large gain).

We want 100% of our student to
take the survey and we want
100% of the students to rank the
awareness as a 4.0 or higher.

The average for this question wa
3.9 based on the two students w
completed the survey. Although
we did notachieve our goal, we
were very close.

Capstone/Senior Self
Assessment: SURE survey of
Research Experieaquestion
(based on Lopatto et al.,) that as
students to rate gains in skills
understanding thi&erature
searching (Questio#l8 1 = no
gain; 5 = very large gain).

We want 100% of our student to
take the survey and we want
100% of the students tamk their
awareness as a 4.0 or higher.

The average for this question wa
4.25 based on the two students
who completed the survey.
Therefore our goal was achievec
We will continte to try and gain
information from other students.

We will continue to emphasize th
importance of scientific writing
through Research Methods and
Capstone.

Capstone Faculty EvalFaculty
will rate student knowledge of th
literature and skill at s&ching the
literature (Questiortl).

New Assessment

Faculty will assess each student
that they have supervised with a
rubric designed to assess reseal
skills aquired by students during
the course of the capstone
expeience.
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Environmental Studies Interdisciplinary Program

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The program in Environmental Studies provides an exploration from a wide \@&ry@tyspectives of the

interactions and connections between humans and nature. The program introduces students to the viewpoints
both environmentalist thinkers and their critics and encourages students to engage in environmental activism.

1. Goal

Studentswill acquire a level of scientific literacy that allows them to be intelligent readers and users of

scientific thinking.

Learning OQutcome

la. Majors and minors will demonstrate knowledge and understandimgjof physical and biological

properties of th environment.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On tests and papers in the

Introduction to Environmental
Studies course, 75% of students
will be rated good or excellent in
a working understanding of majg
physical and biological propertie;
of the environment, as presente(
in the course.

The papers 086% of students an
the tests of 76% were rated goo
or excellent in their knowledge
and understanding of the major
physical and biological propertie
of the environment presented in
the course.

Revisions to the Intro course
yielded a more interdisciplingr
rigorous and demanding course.
There has also been some
ambiguity in past years about
what constitut €
excellent. o W¢
standard this year of 75% or
higher on relevant tests and
papers. These numbers would
appear to more clearhgflect
concerns expressed by faculty
about the level of scientific
competence amongst majors.
With a new faculty member in
place, we will be considering as
committee the best way to teach
this material in the Intro course,
well as how to evaluatguch
material fairly for ENV majors.

In capstone projects focusing on
scientific topic, at least 85% of
students will be rated good or
excellent in their knowledge and
understanding of major physical
and biological properties of the
environment. On gastone
projects with a central focus
outside these disciplines, at leas
85% of students will demonstrat
a good level of competence with
scientific issues and materials.

On capstone projects, 100% of
students were rated good or
excellent according to an
evaluation rubric in their
knowledge and understanding of
major physical and biological
properties of the environment.

Standard met. We will continue
to clarify the levels of competend
expected from interdisciplinary
capstone projects with different
speific foci. Itis likely that, as
the program evolves, the
expectation level for capstone
projects will be raised.

For each final Capstone project
one member of the program
faculty (in addition to the
capstone instructor) read and
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commented on the proje@n
aspect of the course that we will
also likely develop further in
coming years.

2. Goal
Students will acquire knowledge and understanding of the human cultural dimensions of environmental
studies.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Majors and minors will articulateooicepts related to environmentsdues from a range of social,
religious, and philosophical perspectives.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On tests and papers in the
introductory class, 85% of
students will be rategood or
excellent in their knowledge and
understanding of concepts relate
to environmental issues from a
range of social, religious, and
philosophical perspectives, as
presented in the course.

73% of students were rated goog
or excellent in their tests ielated
matters and 86% in papers.

Standard met in papers but not
tests. Again, this may be a
combination of higher standards
in both qualitative (material
assigned) and quantitative (85%
or higher) terms. As we integrat
a new fultime faculty membe
who will be teaching the Intro
course regularly, we will work
with him to set a standard that is
both aspirational and fair.

On capstone projects focusing o
a related area, at least 85% of
students will be rated good or
excellent in their knowledgend
understanding of concepts relate
to environmental issues from a
range of social, religious, and
philosophical perspectives. On
capstone projects with a central
focus outside these disciplines, ¢
least 85% of students will
demonstrate a good level of
competence with such issues an

themes.

100% of students were rated goq
or excellent according to an
evaluation rubric in their
knowledge and understanding of
concepts related to environment
issues from a range of social,
religious, and philosophical
perspectives.

Standard met. Same comments
in the previous section on
capstone.

3. Goal
Students will acquire knowledge and understanding of public policy related to environmental concerns

Learning Qutcome

3a. Majors and minors will demonstrate knowledgerarious public policy gmroaches to understanding and
grappling with environmental problems.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

On tests and papers in the
introductory class, 80% students
will be rated good or excellent

according to an evaluation rubrig

On papers, 70% of students wer
rated good or excellent accordin
in their knowledge and
understanding of various public

Same comments as previous Int
course assessmentSince our

new faculty member has policy g
one of his areas of specialization
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in their knowledge and
understanding of various public
policy approaches to
understanding and grappling witl
environmental problem

policy approaches to

understanding and grappling witl

environmental problems.

we anticipate strengthening this
aspect of the course and the
program in the near future.

On capstone projects 85% of
students will be rated good or
excellent according to an
evaluation rubric in their
knowledge and understanding of
various public policy approaches
to understanding and grappling

with environmental problems.

100% of students were rated gog

or excellent according to an
evaluation rubric in their
knowledge and nderstanding of

various public policy approaches

to understanding and grappling
with environmental problems.

Standard met. Same comments
in the previous section on
capstone. Certainly our
expectations in this area will rise
as our new permanefaculty
member will largely focus on
issues related to environmental

policy.

4. Goal
Students will acquire the ability to write and present concepts and arguments to a broad audience, across

disciplinary boundaries.

Learning Outcome

4a. Majors and minors will demonstrate a facility in communicating ideas to a broad audience with different
degrees of training or competence in the specific methods and approaches integral to Environmental Studie

and to their own projects within it.

Assessment Mehanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students will be graded on
participation and presentation
skills in Introduction to
Environmental Studies. 80% wi
be rated good or excellent in the
ability to speak clearly and
precisely about eange of issues
and methods to a nespecialist
audience.

86% of students were rated gog
or excellent in their ability to
speak clearly and precisely abo
a range of issues and methods
a nonspecialist audience.

The addition of a new faculty
member wi allow us to add a
mid-level course for majors,
which will also include a
presentation component/grade,
allowing us to more cogently
develop these skills as students|
proceed through the program.

85% of students will be rated
good or excellent in a publi
presentation of the main results
of their project or paper, in a
manner that clearly articulates
main elements of their work to 8
nonspecialist audience.

88% of students in capstone we
rated good or excellent in a

public presentation of the main
resuts of their project or paper.

Being more mindful about this
goal in future iterations of the
introductory course, as well as
the midlevel course to be added
will allow us to more clearly and
continuously develop and asseg
this newly articulated program
goal.

85 % of capstone students will
produce capstone papers that
present a good or excellent leve
of mastery of one approach to
environmental issues (of the t3
above), while also cogently
integrating elements of the othe
approaches that expand their
project into a truly
interdisciplinary one.

88% of students achieved this
goal.

Over the course of this year, wit
the addition of a new regular
faculty member who will be
teaching capstone, we will be
working on revising and
specifying our capstone/writin
rubric in order to more clearly
and cogently articulate the
substantive goals of capstone
writing, along with a frame for
evaluating interdisicplinarity.
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Feminist Studies Interdisciplinary Program

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission
To provide an interdisciplinary, critical exploration of how salient categories of diffefesweh as gender, race,

class, sexuality, disability, age, religion and nationdlire constituted, challenged, and altered across time and

Assessment Plan

place and to reflectroactivist practices using feminist methodologies.

1.

Goal

Majors will develop feminist research and writing skills.

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate proficiency in research and writing that engages with feminist scholarship.

Assessmertlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Capstone projects will be
evaluated according to our rubrig
in their quality of research,
writing, andintellectual
engagement with feminist

scholarship.

71% of capstone projects were
evaluated as gabor excellent
(B+ or better) in their quality of
research, writing, anithitellectual
engagement with feminist
scholarship.

We are assessing what changes
the first 2 major courses could
better prepare students for a
successful capstone.

1b. Students will demonstrate proficiency in reviewing feminist literature.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Review essays in the midvel,
required Intellectual Histories of
Feminism course will be
evaluated according tur rubric
in their review of feminist
literature.

Course was not offered in 2010
2011.

We are offering the course agair
in Fall 2011 and are revising the
syllabus to reflect changes in the
FST curriculum (e.g., new cross
listed theory courses).

We wil revise the syllabus to
include more explicit attention to
and reflection upon
interdisciplinarity.

We are considering developing ¢
reading rubric to assist students
building their proficiency.

2. Goal
Majors will learn to use feminist theoriaad methodologies within traditional disciplines and in
interdisciplinary settings.

Learning Qutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate proficiency in research and writing that utilizes feminist theories and
methodologies within traditional disciplinesdain interdisciplinary settings.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Review essays in the midvel,
required Intellectual Histories of
Feminism course will be
evaluated according to our rubrig
in their review of feministheories
and methodologies.

Courses using feminist theories
and methodologies within
traditional disciplines and
departments will be available to
FST majors and minors.

Intellectual Histories course was
not offered in 2012011.

Nineteen courses weceosslisted
with FST from ten different
departments (Communication
Studies, English, French, History
Philosophy, Political Science,
Religion, Sociology, Spanishnd
Theatrg.

We will revise the Intellectual
Histories syllabus to include mor
explicit attention to and reflection
upon interdisciplinarity. This will
involve new readings and
discussion topics; existing
assignments will also be evaluat
for their relevance to this student
learning outcome.

We will develop new shared
language for all crosksted
courses describing their
disciplinary (and/or
interdisciplinary) use of feminist
theories and methodologies. Thi
language will be developed in
conjunction with faculty affiliates
of FST.

3. Goal

Students will critically reflect on activist practices

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will demonstrate the ability to critique and evaluate activist practices and strategies.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students in the intro course will
produce an activism/advocacy
project that is evaluated accordir,
to our rubric in its critical
evaluation of activist practices af
strategies.

Projects will be assessed on thei
comparison between and analys
of different activist strategies.
Students will be expected to mal
connetions between these
strategies and theories discusse|
in class.

62% of students in Introduction t
Feminist Studieproduced an
activism/advocacy research
project evaluated as good or
excellent (B+ or better).

We revised the assignment
between the Fall®.0 and Spring
2011 semesters to better reflect
the desired student learning
outcomes.

We will revise the
activism/advocacy rubric to makse
these learning outcomes more
transparent and to correlate mor
accurately with the new
assignment.

14¢



International Studies Interdisciplinary Program

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Southwestern International Studies Program integrates a disciplinary major (Art History, History or Political
Sciencé® and Anthropology in tharea of concentration of Latin America) with an area of concentration (East
Asia, Europe, or Latin America). The program is designed for students interested in understanding other culturt
and global systendseconomic, social, religious, intellectual, pigal, aesthetic and environmental. Students
explore international issues from a broad perspective by studying a particular area of the world in depth, by
inquiring how that area fits into a global context, by using a particular major as a base frornovexiglore

several disciplinary approaches to another culture, by learning a language used in the geographic area of empkt
and by the experience of living in another culture while studying it.

1. Goal

Students will understand other cultures and global systems through the lens of a particular discipline.

Learning OQutcome

la. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of the knowledge and critical and analytic skills required

of their disciplinary major.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Deptmprovement

International Studies
Capstone Project Rubric

Question 2a: Clearly states
argument and provides evidence
to support it.

90% of the 10 graduating senior
in our program were rated as
satisfactory or above in the
formulation of an argument and
the provision of evidence to
support it in their senior capstong
projects.

Standard achieved, hewer we
would like to work towards more
consistent communication with
the faculty responsible for
capstones in each discipline. Weg
will focus on developing more
efficient methods for collecting
assessment data from capstone
professors.

International Studies
Capstone Project Rubric

Question 2e: Critically analyzes
facts presented.

90% of the 10 graduating seniors
in our program were rated as
satisfactory or above for critically
analyzing facts presented in thei
capstone presentation.

Standard achieved, however we
would like to work towards more
consistent communication with
the faculty responsible for
capstones in each discipline. Weg
will focus on developing more
efficient methods focollecting
assessment data from capstone
professors.

1b. Students will understand their area of concentration from the perspective of their disciplinary major.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

International Studies
Capstone Project Rubric

Question 2c: Applies disciplinary

approach to an international topii

100% of the 10 graduating senio
in our program were rated as
satisfactory or above in applying
the disciplinary approach to an

international topic in the

Standard achieved. This is an
improvement in our program. In
previous years, Int Studies
students have at times written
capstone papers on topics outsig
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presentation of their caps®n
projects .

their area of$ concentration.
Expectations for the capstone
have been made more clear, an(
IS communicates with capstone
professors to ensure appropriate
research topics.

International Studies
Capstone Project Rubric

Question 2d: Considers at least
two of the following aspects of
culture or global system under
investigation: economic,
religious, intellectual, political,
aesthetic, historic and
environmental.

100% of the 10 graduating senio
in our program were rated as
satisfactory or above in
considering at least two of the
following aspsects of the culture
or global system under
investigation: economic, social,
religious, intellectual, political,
aesthetic, historic and
environmental.

Standard achieved, however we
would like to work towards more
consistent communication with
the faculty resporilsle for
capstones in each discipline. Weg
will focus on developing more
efficient methods for collecting
assessment data from capstone
professors.

2. Goal

Students will understand thieirea of concentration (East Asia, Europe, and Latin America) from a broad

perspective.

Learning OQutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of knowledge and critical and analytic skills in at least tw

courses dealing with their area of concentration outside their discipline.

Assessmnt Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

The degree plans of graduating |
seniors will be reviewed to ensui
that each student has taken at le
two courses in his/her area of
concentration outside of the
disciplinary majorand that s/he
has demonstrated a satisfactory
mastery of the material in those
courses.

100% of the 10 graduating senio
were rated as satisfactory or abg
in at least two coursetealing

with their area of concentration
outside of the home discipline.

Standard met. Int Studies
currently relies on the final grade
earned in each course to
determine whether ih outcome
has been achieved. We are awa
that this is not an ideal
mechanism, but given the
interdisciplinary nature of our
program, which at present does
not have any faculty or courses
devoted solely to IS, we see this
as an acceptable alternative. §hi
year, prompted by
recommendations made in our 1
year review, we will discuss the
possibility of working towards a
full-time faculty position in
International Studies.

In addition, discussion concernin
the QEP on interdisciplinarity
suggests that a jior seminar
might become part of the
curriculum. Such a seminar
would enhance the intentionality
of the interdisciplinary nature of
the International Studies progran
and provide another means by
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which we could assess students
knowledge and analytic slglin
areas outside of their home
discipline.

2b. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of the knowledge and critical and analytic skills required

to understand their area of concentration in the global context.

Assessment Mechamis

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Oneon-one nterview with
Director of Intercultural Learning
in which students are asked to
give examples that demonstrate
their understanding of their area’
placement in the global context.

100% of the 9 program partician
who studied abroad in 2040
provided examples that illustrate
they under st angd
placement in the broader global
context. Each participant
provided concrete examples of
their increased understanding

The International Studies
Committee is considering
requiring students to take a one
unit seminar sponsored by the
Center ¢ Intercultural Learning ol
participate in a Fulbright Writing
workshop to facilitate intentional
reflection on the study abroad
experience.

The Director of Intercultural
Learning interviewed the student
this year instead of implementing
a written a surgy. These
knowlede areas, in addition to
many other aspects of the study
experience, were covered.
Interviews provide richer
responses than the survey. ©One
onone interviews will be
continued in the future.

2c. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of the knowledge and critical and analytic skills, acquirec

by their study abroad in their area of concentration.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Oneon-one interview with
Director of Intercultural Learning
in which students are asked to
give examples thatemonstrate
how they understand their
particular area of concentration
better than before the study
abroad experience.

100% of the 9 program partician
who studied abroad in 2040
provided examples that illustrate
they understand a particular are:
better. Each participant provide(
concrete examples of their
increased understanding.

The Internationabtudies
Committee is considering
requiring students to take a one
unit seminar sponsored by the
Center of Intercultural Learning ¢
participate in a Fulbright Writing
workshop to facilitate intentional
reflection on the study abroad
experience.

The Direcor of Intercultural
Learning interviewed the student
this year instead of implementing
a written a survey. These
knowlede areas, in addition to
many other aspects of the study
experience, were covered.
Interviews provide richer
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responses than the surveyne
on-one interviews will be
continued in the future.

3. Goal

Students will demonstrate language proficiency in a language spoken in their area of concentration.

Learning OQutcome

3a. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of oral skills in the language (Chinese, French, German «

Spanish) spoken in their area of concentration.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Successful completion of foreign
language courses in whi€hPI
(French and German) or STAMF
(Chinese and Spanish) exame al
administered.

The relevant language programs
currently issue these exams to
students upon completing their
fourth semester of language
training, and this data is collecte
independently of the Internationg
Studies Committee.

Because all students in Chinese
French, German, and Spanish a
required to take STAMP or OPI
exams to measure proficiency in
oral skills, Int Studies (as an
interdisciplinary program) has
relied on the successful
completion of language courses
evidence of the standard achieveg
We will discuss with the Director
of the Language Learning Cente
ways in which we might track
Intemational Studies students'
performance on these exams, sq
our data is more specific to the
students in our program.

3b. Students will demonstrate appropriate mastery of writkéls in the language (Chinese, French, German

or Spanish) used in their area of concentration.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Successful completion of foreign
language courses in which OPI
(French and German) or STAMF
(Chinese and Spanish) exams al
administered.

The relevant language programs
currently ssue these exams to
students upon completing their
fourth semester of language
training, and this data is collecte
independently of the Internationg
Studies Committee.

Because alstudents in Chinese,
French, German, and Spanish a
required to take STAMP or OPI
exams to measure proficiency in
oral skills, Int Studies (as an
interdisciplinary program) has
relied on the successful
completion of language courses
evidence of the stalard achieved
We will discuss with the Director
of the Language Learning Cente
ways in which we might track
International Studies students'
performance on these exams, sq
our data is more specific to the
students in our program.
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Latin American Studies Interdisciplinary Program

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

Latin American Studies (LAS) is an i nt eunderstandingml i n
that alluring region known as Latin America and the Caribbean. The interdisciplinary scope of the program rang
from the study of history and politics to literature and art, from thegianial to the postolonial eras. Students

will f amiliarize themselves with the areas of Latin American and the Caribbean through a mixture of academic
study, specialized training and study abroad. The program requires developing a high degree of fluency in
Spanish.

1. Goal
Students will have a firm grasp of Latin American history and culture

Learning Outcome
la. Students will demonstrate knowledge of aspects of Latin American history, politics, art and literature,

with particular concentration in one of these areas.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

70% of students will
demonstrate accomplished or
exemplary knowledge of
aspects of Latin American
history, politics, art and
literature in a written capstone
project.

75% of students were rated as
accomplished or exemplary on
their research papeascording to
the programds 1

Target was mdh a pilot year.
Results will continue to be tracke
to better identify factors for
continuous improvement.

The LAS rubric will be used by
the professor of record of the
capstone project arttle chair of
the LAS program to access the
written paper of LAS majors.

70% of students will
demonstrate knowledge of
aspects of Latin American
history, politics, art and
literature in an oral capstone
project presentation by
achieving a 3.5/4 on program
rubric.

100% of students achieved a me
score of 3.5 or higher on the
program rubric on their oral
presentation of their capstone
project. (rubrics archived with
Chair)

Program rubric was implemente(
by Chair of LAS (Senio Blair) an(
5 other LAS commiee members
(Selbin, Rivero, Sendejo, De Org
Hajovsky).

Goal attained.

One item that was consistently
commented upon by faculty on
the oral presentation rubric was
the weak inclusion of nen
occidental source(s) on the
student s bi bl
Committeewill be advised to
discuss this concern.

In item analysis, the consistently
highest mean score on the rubrig
were Astudent |
American studies project well to
the discipline in which the

capstone cour s¢€
There were naonsistently lowest
mean scores on the ruhric
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As a continuous improvement

item, we need to track scores ov
time to adequately track progran
improvement items.

Of those students who study
abroad, 70% will respond that
they agree or stronghgree that
they 1) understand a particular
area better, and 2) understand tk
areabs contri bl

regionds uni que

80% of study abroad students
fagreedo or Ofstt
both items

Target was surpassed. Results V
continue to be tracked.

Since 2005, LAS has had 13
majors. 9 have gtliedabroad

(70%). LAS would like to see
these numbers increase.

1b. Majors and minors will increase their filsand knowledge of contemporary Spanish and Latin American

culture through study abroad in Sparggieaking countries.

Assessmertlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

100% of students who return frol
study abroad will show a higher
level of knowledge of popular
culture. The LAS program strive
to have 50% of its majors study
abroad for one semester and 70{
for a ssammer program.

Since 2005, LAS has produced ]
majors. Of these 14, 8 studied
abroad for one academic semes
(58%)

This is still in development. In th¢
Fall 2010 meeting with the
Assessment Committee, the Cha
of LAS mentioned the need for g
nationalsurvey in order to better
assess this goal.

Still need survey to access
goal. Bevi or IDI.

1c. Latin American Studies majors will attain proficiency in written and spoken Spanish.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Using the STAMP EXAM
(Standardd3ased Measurement (
Proficiency Exam that uses level
of Proficiency defined by
ACTFL), the following set of
studentswill achieve these
proficiencies:

LAS Majors will achieve an
intermediate to intermediatenid
rating STAMP LEVEL 4 to 5).

LAS started the collection of
information from the STAMP tes|
captured in the%semester of
language proficiency, or in last
semester of studies for Paired
majors with Spanish.

3 of 4 LAS majors in 2012011
took the STAMP test. faired
major took theest.Average
reading proficiency for LAS
majors was 4.7/5. Average
speaking proficiency was 4.33/5
Proficiency for paired major was
4/5 for reading and 5/5 for
speaking. Goal attained.

To better evaluate our students i
greater nurbers, the LAS
program will consider adding the
STAMP exit exam to the catalog
description requiring LAS majors
to take the STAMP exam as part
of the graduation requirements.
LAS chair will then be required tq
verify results.
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Center for Academic Success

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The

Center for

Academic

Assessment Plan

Success

refl ects

to each of our students. We offer student advocacy, resources and enrigbpogninities to empower students
to achieve academic success.

1. Goal

3.

To help students navigate academic policies and procedures throughout their Southwestern experience.

Program Outcome

la. Students who meet with CAS staff will be able to resolve academic issues and questions.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Successful resolution of
individual student questions

527 unique students met with a
professional staff member during
the 20162011 academic year
(apx. 41% of student body); we
had a total of 1642 office visits b
those 527 students. Data is not
kept on resolution of presenting

issues.

We may try trackingtudent
appointments differently to give
us the opportunity to gauge how
Asuccessful 0 ol
assisting students with their
guestions/issues.

Goal

To facilitate individualstudent growth and development through effective advising

Program Qutcome

2a. Students will become the agents of their educational experience with the guidance of their advisers

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Timely graduation, efficient
choice of courses, positive
maturity development

These mechanisms were not
actually tracked in a way that
yielded any useful results for this
year.

We will begin tracking these
dimensions of effective advising
this coming academic year.

Goal

Train/supervise Academic Mentors (uppevel students) to facilitate workshops and-oneneacademic

coaching sessions.

Program Outcome

3a. Further develop intensive, thorough training throughout the academic year

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Feedback/evaluation cards for
students to complete who have
visited with Mentors

No specific implementation of
feedback or evaluation cards as
is related to the Mentors was us¢

Revise so that periodically (end
each week or month) an assigne
PAM will send email out to
students who have visited with
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PAM. Email would include a
preformatted questions area wit
space available for individual
comments.

Have Lead Mentor, during the
hiring process; target certain
individuals for roles within the
Mentor team. Likely positions
would be: Lead Mentor,
Secretary, Treasurer, Marketing
Coordinator, Event Coordinator,
Student Liaison and Faculty
Liaison

Mentors were given specific titleg
and roles to allow for specific
responsibilities or specializations
S0 as to utilize each of their
unique tagénts

This practice has again proven t
be effective and will continue.
Each mentor has a specific area
responsibility and this seems to
streamline communication and
accountabiliy. Creating or
revising positions also helps to
keeps things fresh, and provides
sense of ownership to the
Mentors.

3b. Follow up with students targeted by the Early Warrgygtem.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Use names from early warning
information as a pool of students
who may need Academic Mentoil
assistance.

At the 6 week period of the
semester, the Mentors contact
students from their assigned FY
seminar who have shown up on
the Early Warning List and
attempt to set up an-office
meetingto discuss their current
academic situation.

Continue to document and follow
up with students who show up of
the early warning list.. Also
continue to target these students
for anyand all relevant
workshops. Continue to make ug
of the advising questionnaire to
gather date to better serve our
incoming students who admit to

having concernsg
skill so.
3c. Continue active involvement with the First Year Seminar faculty, and th&dfYinars.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Coordinatecommunication from
FYS Faculty and serve as
mediator in setting up workshop
topics and times for PAM's durin
Orientation week.

Mentors are assigned to specific
FYS faculty in MidJune

Work with Provost's Office to
ensure that those FYS faculty wk
wish to have a workshop/semina
and PAM involvement are
accommodated.

Mail letters to firstyear students
in June, and then again in July a
encourage communication
throughout the summer and fall
semesters

Letter from Mentors to incoming
FY6s in their ¢
went out in Mid June, then again
in the first week of July. Each
mentor is responsible for writing
an introductory lger and sending
it to me. | send out hard copy
versions of the letters to the
incoming students, and the
Mentors send out email versions
of the letter in an effort to try and
catch them both ways

The same timetable as this past
year will be used again next yea
New ways to create
communication and a bond
between the Peer Mentors and
new students will continue to be
explored. New inserts/packets as
well as other ways to keep it freg
will be discussed with the
Mentors. More and more of the
Mentors convey that the
communication, via email and
Facebook prior to Orientation ha
increased each year.
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3d. HaveMentors meet regularly (weekly) throughout academic year.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Have weekly meetings with Leac
Mentor to follow progresand
direction of activities.

Weekly meetings were held in
CAS conference rooms, going
over scheduling, expectations,
planning and summary of
completed workshops.
Brainstorming was nged in
regards to upcoming workshops
new programs, and procedures.
The Lead Mentor oversees and
directs these meetings.

Continue to meet with Lead
Mentor weekly, to get an
update/summary of the weekly
Peer Mentor meetings. Constant]
communication and updates,
especially with the migrear

influx of new mentors, is essentiq
to keeping the Mentor program u
and running smoothly. Implemen
plan for a CAS staff member (on
rotaing basis) to visit weekly
meeting to keep lines of
communication open and offer
support and resources, as well 4
answer any questions they may
have.

3e. Increase number of appéitions for Mentor positions.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Contact faculty and staff early in
the Spring regarding open
positions as well aasking for
nominations. Create as position
within the organization where a
part of their responsibility is to
recruit new members.

| emailed all faculty/staff in
February asking for
recommendations, specifically
targeting the Psychology and
Education departments. Role of
"recruiter" has helped to increast
the number of applicants. PAM's
are encouraged to target peers
who they think would make good
future mentors. Had an increase
guantity (17) of applicants as we
as in quality (extracurriculars,
GPA, creativity) than in years

past.

Continue to encourage current
mentors to target peers. Create
and promote avorkshop in the
Spring devoted entirely to
recruitment of potential PAM's.

3f. Provide relevant information and workshops to the student population, and increasecoiee
opporunities for Academic Mentors to work with students

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Create database from the
Academic Advising Questionnair
completed by entering students i
summer, matching needs to
workshop offerings.

No implementation for 201Q1.

The format of more aggressive
workshops targeted at new
students during "Orientation
Week" has served to capture
larger numbers, than targeting
specific students. Attention will
also be focused on those studen

who show up on
war ni neppecidlyifes the
fisal vage your ¢
workshop.
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Match students who come into
CAS with Academic Mentors
whenever possible/appropriate.

Students who came in to, or whg
were referred to CAS were aske
by Louisa, or myself what the
nature of the problem was. This
information was then used to
match them up to a mentor who
could best help them. More and
more of the students, due to a
calculated move, are now comin
i n, asking to ¢
which is the preferred, if not goa
scenario.

Information will continue to be
gathered; preferably at the time
the student makes the
appointment. Matching the
student and/or their specific nee
with the appropriate Mentor
makes the process more efficien
and productive. If possible
matches will be made by
prioritizing students with their
FYS Peer Mentor.

4, Goal

Facilitate Planning for Academic Success Seminar (PASS) program for probationary students

Program Qutcome

4a. Convert 75% of the PASS participants from probation to good standing within one semester

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

PASS syllabus
development/implementation.

PASS syllabus was modified only
minimally. Seminar is set at 11
meetings, and held only during th
spring semester. A text was re
introduced after a publishing
company offered to supply the
texts complimentary as a test
product Individual
handout/worksheets were
distributed at each seminar as th¢
topic was appropriate.

Syllabus is expected to change
little at this point. The topics will
remain the same, but revised
versions of the various
worksheets will be added, as ma
efficient or engaging ones are
located.

Track grade point averages and
continuation decisions for
probation students

GPAG6s were trac
continued to be placed on the
retention of the current PASS
population, as well as past PASS
participants. Irthe Fall of the 18
active participants, 12 (67%)
avoided dismissal. In the Spring,
of the 39 participants 34 (87%)
avoided dismissal. For the 201Q
academic year of the 57 active
participants 46 (81%) avoided
dimissal.

Emphasis will continue to be
placel on the number (or
percentage) of students granted
continuation. We will continue tg
target an 80% i

Conduct informational interviews
with students who have decided
not to return about their decisior

No specific implementation for
201011 of this group, in regards
to specific interviews, phone calls
are routinely made to check on a
students who do not pregister or
choose to return.

A continued effort will be made
to have followup communication
with all students including PASS
studerts who decide not to return
whether they were in good
standing or not when left.

Examine differences in needs
between Fall PASS group (no
first-years, and Spring PASS
group (all firstyears),

Examinations and comparison wi
continue to be made. Minor
adustments will be made from
semester to accommodate the

different groups. No evening

Continued updating and revising
of the syllabus and the seminar i
response to the population of
students as well as to the
resources available to make for
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seminars were held in the fall,

specifically due to the high numb
or percentage of students who hg
60 or more hours (the cutoff poin
for being exempt from the evenin
seminar) or who had attended th¢
seminar in a previous semester.

more effective seminar. Feedbag
and evaluations from the studen
in the seminar will be taken into
consideration as well as the inpu
of the Peer Mentors.

Survey past participants in the
semesters after they are remove
from probation. Ask what, if
anything, they have learned and
apgied.

No implementation was done the
semester after they were remove
from academic probation,
guestions were built into the
evaluation done at the conclusior|
of their PASS seminar experienct

An email will again be used to
communicate with those student
who have moved from probation
to fiextreme wait
standing to inquire as t how thing
are progressing academically.
Included in this email will be an
invitation to continue a modified
version of PASS. The email
would be targeted to be sent ailit
roughly the 23 week period of
the semester. It is not unusual tg
have 45 former PASS students
funofficiallyod
continue some part of PASS, or
additional support.

4b. Continue to allow a limited group of students to move from pratéb continued probation. These

students would have showed a significant improvement from the previous semester. These students would
required to continue-ttn-1 meetings. Convert 100% of these students to good standing by the next semestel

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Track grade point averages and
continuation decisions for
continued probation students.

All but two (6 out of 8), or 75% of
thestudents carried over from

continued probation , for both the
fall and spring, were able to rega
a Agood standin

The continued probation group
continues to grow. The success
rate has been steady and is
consistent with that of the first
time protation students. This
success rate would seem to
validate our efforts to selectively
grant an additional semester to
those students who have earneqg
Except for the rare dismissal, thi
population does very well, and is
usually not repeat offenders.
Theseare the types of students
who become r eqgl
clients

4c. Contact students who return to good standing during their first semester on that status to find out how

things are going, to invite them to continue meeting with mesangy how the PASS experience has

helped.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

E-mail the students who have
been removed from probation
within the first few weks of the

Standard email is sent by me
during the first week of the
following semester,

A small group of students (usual
4-5) will come in as a response t
this letter and ask for varied
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following semester, offering
continued support and resources

congratulating student on being
removed from probation and
encouraging them to continue
using the serviceaf CAS and to
continue using what they had
learned in the seminar. Focus is
on using our office in a proactive

rather than a reactive manner.

degrees ofupport.

Most see it as a way to feel
accountable to someone, others
like parts or pieces of the PASS
program and want to reinforce it.

5. Goal

Handle faculty inquiries and follow up with students

Program Outcome

5a. Meet inoffice as often as necessary with students who are referred by faculty.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Document all student meetings
into the database as they occur.

From the period of August 2010
to the end of April of 2011had
roughly 1045 individual meetings
with students. The majority of
these vists were "repeat”
(weekly/biweekly) with students
involved with the PASS or BUCS
program. A total of 215 different
students made up these meeting

Continue to meet with as many
studetts asneededmaking sure
to document each meeting as sg
as possible after it occurs. Make
good use of 'Meetingmaker" to
avoid time conflicts or over
scheduling.

5b. Request that an inquiry be done to all of the students' faculty for comgisten

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Supply names of students referrg
to me by faculty to Academic
Success Specialist, who then
sends an inquiry to all ahe
students faculty to gather
information.

Information gathered proved
helpful in determining if the
problem was an isolated incident
or if the student was in trouble
across the board, and in need of
being called in, or referred to
other offices on campsu

Possibly get PAM's more involve
in the process, in meeting with
students in question, or reaching
out to them.

6. Goal

Conduct academic intervention program with Athletics.

Program Outcome

6a. Modify ongoing BUCS (Building Useful Classroom Strategies) program. Specifically tangsk at
incoming Firstyear studenathletes which will improve retention and positively impact eligibility.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Continue to monitor other like
programs, as well as take what
wor ks or doesng¢
semester, to selectively modify
program

No specific implementation
during 201011.

Create a list of 'like' institutions
and compare practices and what
they are doing (or not doing) with
BUCS.

Have ongoing discussions with
Athletic Department
representative regarding purposs

Criteria for involvement, topics,
meetings and reporting set after
discussions with Ronda Seagray

Criteria discussed with Ronda
Seagraves anevised so as to
reflect the changing nature of the
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7.

guidelines and expectations.

which is done in the
weeks/months prior to the
beginning of the new school yea

program. Currently looking at
working with only 1015
incoming studenathletes each
fall,unless additional help is
secured.

Create a structure where
assistance is gained with the aid
an interns, auwglified assistant
coach or partime/full-time
member of the CAS or Athletic

Department staff.

Direction and scope of program
revised when assistance from
intern failed to materialize. Much
of what had been proposed was
streamlined

Scope is much smalleand unless
assistance is secured will remair]
at the smaller version. | will
continue to target outside
resources at other institutions to
seek interns or grad students.

6b. Identify incoming Firstyear studenathletes who would potentially befit from such a program

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Select a pool of studesathlete
participants based on criteria of
incoming test scores, class rank
and intangi bl eg
recommendations

A fAtargetingo ¢
This criteria targeted areas of

concern such as standardized te
scores, high school rank, high

school attended, any documente
learning disabilities, and other

intangble information as provide
by the coach that recruited them
For the Fall 2010 semester therg
were 14 assigned particpants. Tl
average GPA for these student
athletes was a 2.54, down from 4

high of 2.80 the year before.

Targeting criteria will remain the
same.

6¢. Determine and provide and academic skill set which the stadlelete can use for the
entirety of their time at Southwestern if not beyond.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Create or tag along on additiona
programming which can be of
relevance to the studeathletes af
different points of theiacademic
career.

Worked within the parameters of
already created PAM workshops
Informed an athletic department
representative (Seagraves) of tin
and location and encouraged
studemntathlete particpation.

Resources are not available to
undertake much motdan
individual meetings. | will have a
Peer Mentor who will specifically]
send out communication to
Athletic Department notifying
them of upcoming workshops
which may be of interest.

Goal

To help students navigate academic policiespandedures of Disability Services

Program Outcome

7a.The learning outcome for this goal is to transition new students with disabilities to disabilty services and

SU campus
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Assessment Results
Survey sent but nomeceived
from students.

Assessment Mechanisms
Disability Services Survey,
administered to all students
utilizing request for
accommaodations process

Program/Dept Improvement
Try electronic surveys instead of
paper.

7b. Continue campus outreach by working with other offices on disability programs and byproviding passive
programs.

Assessment Results
Wor ked with A.
of Exceptionality class to talk
abou SU accommodations
process

Assessment Mechanisms
Monitor awareness after the
program for the duration of the
academic year. Volunteer for
additional campus committees
where disability and diversity
issues are discussed. Determine
changes in culture are observed|
Measure campus programming
efforts by attendance, vocal
response, email response to
awareness efforts. Compare
number of programs from this
year with last.

Program/Dept Improvement

8. Goal
Facilitate successful transition for students whose families do not have the cultural capital of navigating
university structures, curricula, policies, etc.

Program Outcome
8a. Implement program to assist 1st generation students with transition issues.

Assessment Mechanisms
Measured by participation in
welcome event, response to ems
correspondence and participatiol
in Peer Mentor sessions.

Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Response to RSVP was greatbyl ncl ude i n next
only 1 student attended program as possible reception.

9. Goal
Secure intern from local Social Work program.

Program Outcome
9a. Foster recruitment relationships with institution contacts, develop training and evaluation guidelines for
inter, and recruit 2011 intern.

Assessment Results
Collaboration with UT SSW,

Assessment Mechanisms
Contact schools of SW in

Program/Dept Improvement
Work with UT SSWto secure

surrounding area to become Fiel

Supervisor.

secured BSW intern for spring '1

MSW student who may need les
direction in office policies
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9h. Create presocial Work advising program, designating advisors and training those interested in serving in

that role.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Survey undergraduate institution
about preMSW advising models,
and craft proposal for Academic
Affairs to consider

Collaboraed with Dr. Sandi
Nenga to produce Pierofesional
SW Advising for current SU
students.

Get it rolling!

Goal

10.
Increase the persistence and positive experience of Latina women through the AMIGAS Program.

Program Outcome

10a Reach out to FA10 incoming FirStar and Transfer Latina students

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Summer fiWel comeg
including an application and our

purpose.

29% of FA10 FirstYear &
Transfer students participated in

AMIGAS. (19 out of 66)

Include a brochure and a note
from AMIGAS Coordinators next
Fall.

10b. Reach out to returning uppelass students who have participated in AMIGAS in previous semesters

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Mail a @A Wel comg
returning students in August with
an AMIGAS Mentor application.

35 upperclass students
participated as Mentors for FALQ
FirstYear andTransfer students.

14% of AMIGAS studied Abroad

for Spring 2011.

Increase Mentor participation

10c Encourage and assist Fitétar & Transfer AMIGAS in their transition to SU.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

*Host a AWel cor
introduce program and
Coordinators

*AWel comed gooc
delivered to dorm rooms by
Coordinators

*Host a AMi xer ¢
members with Firs¥ear &
Transfer students.

11 FirstYear/Transfer students
attended nAWel cq
18 AMI GAS atten

Pair a Mentor with a FirsYear
& Transfer student.

Reveal Mentor names to student
at t he AWel comdg

10d. Provide a forum for Latina students to establish and nourish strong relationships amongst each other,

creating an amiable environment of friendship and family.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

*Bi-weekly group meetings
*Study groups

*Group tshirts

*Camping

*AMIGAS calendar

*Meetings were not very well
attended by FirsYear students.

*Only one FirstYear AMIGAS
student Officially Withdrew

Move meetings to later evening
time.

Increase AMIGAS Alumni
involvement.
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during FA10 for medical reasons
(2 nonparticipating Latina
students Officially Withdrew from
SU, medical & personal.)

*Not one of FirstYear AMIGAS
Officially Withdrew during SP11.
(1 nonparticipaing Latina student
Officially Withdrew from SU due
to medical reasons.)

*SophomorePriscillaHernandez,
selected Hutton W. Sumners
Scholar.

10e.Provide AMIGAS memberwith study strategies, techniques and guidance to ensure academic success
Su.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Academic Skills Workshop Workshops were not very well | Move meetings to later evening
Study AbroadPresentations (by | attended. time.
members)

No AMIGAS on FA10 Probation | Increase number of
Career Services Workshop list. Coordinators.
Financial Aid Workshop Two AMIGAS on SP11 Probation Increase Coordinator
list. involvement.

Introduction to Community
Service Project Partners in 4 AMIGAS volunteered with PIE
Education (PIE)
78% of FAO7 FirstYear &
Transfer AMIGAS graduated
SP11. (14 out of 18)
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Office of Civic Engagement

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Office of Civic Engagement (OCE) encourages and facilitates experiential learning around social and publit
issues, offering a spectrum of opportunities for students to use their knowledge and skills in order to engage wi

and

1.

actively address pressisgues.

Goal

Assessment Plan

To challenge students to craft their own understandings of what it means to be a citizen and to critique

domi nant

Program Qutcome

laSt udents wi ||

narratives

begin the

that zear Dowl vy

process

define t he

of

will have rich and complex conceptions of what cietgagement looks like. They will be critical of
homogenous narratives of citizen/civic engagement perpetuated by entities such as civic associations,
nonprofit organizations, and government.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Through written and oral
reflection during the 20101
Civic Engagement Seminar, 80Y
of students in the course will
demonstrate a deeper and more
critical analysis of civic
engagement.

All students enrolled in the
seminar demonstrated more
sophisticated understandings of
civic engagement and developec
more defined meanings of their
own through theiexperiential
work, and our class discussions
and readings. The following
excerpts illustrate this growing
awareness:

Senior, Sociology, plans to work
in nonprofit development. This
course has allowed me to
critically analyze my own
experiences and thdea of civic
engagement and charity in
general. It has provided me with
new perspectives and ideas and
has challenged my piestablished
beliefséthis ha
ways very beneficial, as it has
allowed me greater insight into
thenorpr of i t terahist
course, | will more critically
assess the value of every
philanthropic organization and
endeavor.

Senior, Political Science, plans t

Potentially expand the program f{
two semesters and/or increase tl
number of credits/irclass time.
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teach K12.

As a senior, | honestly feel that |
have really come to terms with
what it means to be actively, ang
happily, civically engaged. It
took me long enough all four
years of collegé to figure out
just how to integrate theory and
practice into some form of
innovative activism. My
integration of theory and practice
took the form of education.
Educationis not only a practice
and political issue that | am
passionate about, but it is also a
area of focus that | want to start
building a meaningful life (and
future) of civic engagement
[around] éThe r ¢
or learner, is definitely my
identity inthis world of civic
engagement. ltis arole | wantt
keep, even as | go on to tackle t
future title of
really is not all that different from
a student éCriti
civic engagement have not only
inspired me to seek out ¢ain
types of graduate programs, but
such reflections have also
motivated me to consider the sol
of teacher | want to be someday

Sophomore, Sociology major.
The civic engagement seminar
provided a way for me to think
more about social justice and ho
it is defined, either by students o
professionals. | really enjoyed th
discussions we had in class, ang
thought that we really examined
all of our readings from every
angle. In fact, this seminar had tl
best discussions than any class
have taken at Stlawestern. The
readings that | most enjoyed wer
iPedagogy of tH
iTo Hell Wit h (
thought it was great that many of
our readings criticized the nature
of volunteer work and social
justice. This made the course
more legitinate, because each of

us had to think about why we

165




were in the class, why we wante
to participate in nowprofits, and
why we cared about social issue
| think that all of the readings
have opened my mind up in som
way to the issue of wanting to
help, andrying at the same time
to not be condescending. | really
enjoyed the opportunity to discus
my experiences with [nonprofit
org] and it was great to compare
with other people. The seminar
was a really wonderful
experience. Having this seminat
in conjundion with my work at
[local nonprofit] has really helpec
me to get the most out of the
experience, and think critically
about the future and my life goal

Senior, Political Science major,
plans to attend graduate school.
|l 6ve | earned mg
engagement from this seminar
and, perhaps more importantly,
what it is for me, and | have
started thinking about where thig
i s going in the
Dewey reading that we looked af
and the ALessorn
from Freire confirmed for me tha
however | am to be civically
engaged in the future, it will be
tied in with education. | believe
now, maybe more than ever, tha
education is the place to start in
order to encourage individuals tg
be civically engaged citizens.

Sophomore, Communications
Studies major. [reflection on her
work with the college affiliate of ¢
well known civic organization]
Last night at the [civic org]
meeting a few members asked n
to tell them how many service
hours they had for this semester
and | told them that if theseally
wanted to know | could get
records from the old president af
calculate it but | really wanted to
say, 6Does it M
things to worry about and you
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should too! 6éCse
civic engagement in hours? Is a
civic engagement e@i? What
does an hour or 12 or 20 mean i
a larger context? | think focus o
time is a vanity of volunteerism.

2. Goal

To provide and compensate students for sustained, disegpewfic, experiential learning work that
addresses a communibased learning neemt gap in an academic course or program (Commubased
Learning Teaching/Research Assistant Program).

Program Outcome

2a. Students ground theory in practice, working on a socipliblic issue through the lens of their discipline.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Regular meetings with CBL
TAs/RAs and a comprehensive
reportof the work, including a
self-evaluation/reflection.

The roles of each CBL/TA are
described below. These
descriptions are an encapsulatio
of ongoing discussions and
written narraives students
provided throughout the
semester/year of their work.

Kate Roberts and Romi Burks
SMAIT (Science & Math
Achiever Teams). Kate spent th
year developing a survey tool to
assess learning outcomes of
SMAIT so that we can clearly
document thémpact of the
program on the elementary scho
students we work with through th
program each year. Kate
observed SMAIT sessions,
developed the data collection
instruments, and acquired IRB
approval in Fall 2010, then
obtained consent, interviewed
(pre- and postesting) and
observed 10 3rdth McCoy
Elementary School students
involved in the program in the
Spring. Her results will be used
fortify the efficacy of the program
so that we may share it with othg
universities and school districts.
Theqal ity of Kat
was outstanding and has moved
forward dramatically in making
the program visible at conferenc
and in appropriate publications.

Vanessa Toro, Zoe Martin, Julia

Increasedongoing dialogue
between CBL/TA, partnering
faculty member, and Suzy Pukyg
in order to more effectively and
collaboratively address any new
or ongoing challenges.
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Von Alexander, Sarah Puffer,
Molly Jensen, and SU Communi
Gaden. The positions of SU
Garden Community Engagemen
Coordinator (Vanessa/Fall;
Sarah/Spring) and Community
Garden Liaison (Zoe/Fall;
Julia/Spring) worked
collaboratively to expand and
share the gardg
the campus and greater
community. Through these
positions, we partnered with
WBCOG6s Meal s or
program to deliver produce to thg
agency every week, which was
then distributed to their
homebound clients. Our goal thi
year, through i
(an initiative created by Vanessa
Toro and implemented by all
student workers), is to deliver
1,000 pounds of produce from th
Garden to Meals on Wheels and
The Caring Place. We should
reach this goal during Summer,
2011.

We also developed and
implemented a curriculum to
teach youth abdisustainable
agriculture and community
gardening, which was presented
students in the Upward Bound
program, high school students
who attended SU Splash, and a
troup of local Girl Scouts. And
finally, through our partnership
with the Williamson Countg&
Cities Health District (again,
arranged by the students), we al
served as a site for local master
gardeners to earn hours toward
their certification.

Shannon Essler, Emily Niemeye
Willis Weigand, and Mitchell
Elementary School. In Fall 2010
approxmately 70 students taking
General Chemistry presented
handson, interactive
demonstrations to Mitchell
Elementary School students that
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illustrated a particular chemical
concept. About 520 elementary
students participated in this pilot
program, and Shannavas the
liaison between SU
faculty/students and Mitchell
administrators/teachers, and was
responsible for organizing and
scheduling the many details that
made the program not only
possible, but highly successful.
Shannon reported that SU stude
beneftted from the project
because they 0fgé
of the real life applications of the
general chemistry they are
learning, specifically by
researching their own
demonstration and watching thei
peersd demonstr

Paige Menking, Laura Senio
Blair, Katy Ross, Abby Dings,
and Maria Rodriguez. In Spring
2011, Spanish Department facul
who were teaching Spanish Ill
partnered with Annie Purl
Elementary School to pilot a
program that connected all
Spanish Il students to English a
a Second Languad&SL)
students at Purl. Through this
program, our students tutored ar|
mentored Purl ESL Kist graders
oneon-one and in small groups,
focusing particularly on reading
and math literacy. Students
whose schedule prevented them
from participating in this fogram
worked in an ESL program for
adults at the First United
Methodist Church. Over 80 of
our students participated in this
communitybased learning pilot,
connecting them with hundreds ¢
students and community
members. Paige was the key
liaison in m&ing this partnership
possible, and handled all of the
background checks, scheduling,
counting of hours (10 hours per
student, minimum), and
evaluation of the program. Paig¢
reported that the most surprising




and rewarding moments of the
work were embedded the
studentsd refl ¢
evaluations of the program
while many were hesitant and
worried about their readiness to
work directly with native Spanish
speakers, a majority of students
affirmed that the experience wasg
helping them with language
acqusition. Many also reported
how much they valued developin
relationships with and learning
from people offcampus.

Chelsea King and Sherry Adrian
Programs and Services for
Individuals with Special Needs.
Chelsea organized over a dozen
site visits andjuests for Sherry
Adrianbs Progr s
class, which exposes students tq
schoot and communitybased
programs that serve students wit
di sabilities.
connected students directly with
staff and faculty who run these
programs. Throgh her work with
this class, Chelsea gained new
understandings of and
appreciation for the time and
energy required to make
connections with educators and
nonprofit staff.
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Office of Intercultural Learning

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission

The Office of Intercultural Learning (IL) works with students to help them integrate intercultural experience into
their liberal arts education, and to reflect on their position an@mnegplities in the world. We take a holistic

liberal artsbased approach to efmpus study by preparing and supporting students to live and learn in a new
cultural setting and then helping students continue the learning process as they return te tenimms. IL
provides institutional leadership in infusing the educational program on campus with intercultural learning
opportunities. IL also provides advising and other services to international students studying at Southwestern.

1. Goal
To engender a thoughtful and critical approach to the study abroad experience.

Program Outcome
la. Students will be engaged thinking critically about their study abroad experience.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement

Pose a central question and mak
note of studentsesponses at the
initial advising meeting. Follow
up at subsequent meetings and
revisit the student's response.

Partially successful, though not ¢
students schedule follow up
appontments. Also, progress
towards study abroad program
selection and application takes
varying paths, not easily allowing

for regularized assessment.

Continue to survey students, but
dewelop mechanism that allows
for more flexibility to
accommodate varying advising
processes.

1b. Students will understand how they might thoughtfully engage from an informed poditierabwroad.
Accomplish this by dedicating a portion of the predeparture orientation program to issues regarding the

United Statesbo

position in the

wor k

Assessment Mechanisms

AssessmerResults

Program/Dept Improvement

Use current news (Pew Researc
Global Surveys, New York Times
etc.)

so that the discussion is not
abstract, but rather points to
situations and conversations the
student may have while in the hg
country. Engge students in role

playing conversations.

Generally successful. Returned
students noted that they were
indeed faced with situations and
conversations related to those
presented dimg orientation.

Continue using the current mode
for orientations.

1c. Through Committee on Intercultural Programs and Experiences (CIPE) create a structured plan which
faculty can follow with students before departure and after return. Thisvplald include posing a series of
guestions to students and eventually a unified reflection exercise would be a requirement for all students
studying abroad, indicating that students have a thorough understanding of the various facets of study abro:
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Create questions for pilot group {
students. Use CIPE as the first
faculty group to evaluate student

reflections.

Pilot questions have been creatg
and are being used in 3 Paideia
cohorts. No data is yet available

for assessment.

Continue with the project in the
201112 academic year and
determine effectiveness of
reflection questions/process.

1d. Meet with students individually upon return fromauabroad to debrief and contextualize the time
abroad. Students will use this meeting as a way to synthesize their study abroad experience.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Ask the student to talk about wh:
s/he learned about the US while
abroad and how s/he plans to us
this knowledge tanform daily

life back here in Georgetown.

Continue with the project in the
201112 academic year and
determine effectiveness of
reflection questions/process.

Continue to use the individual
interview process and refine
guestions and structure.

)

oal
o i

T ncrease

Program Qutcome

st u d estudy sbdoadckfornesva pagt df gheir St £dudatmny

2a. Students will indicate understanding of how credit from study abroad will fit in the degree program

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Ask students to bring degree pla
to advising sessions and create ;
tentative plan for the slots study
abroadcourses might fill.

Students routinely bring degree
plans to advising sessions and
understand how appropriate
program choice is critical to
effective transfer of credit.

Continue asking students to brin
degree plans and use the
document in advising discussion

2b. Students will beable to show how the constellation of courses taken abroad add a unique element to

further the

of students.)

student 6s

overall

earning

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Develop 23 central questions
which students will address in
written

form. Ideally, students would
write up this plan early in the
planning

stages for studgibroad and then
revisit before departure.

Initiative not yet implemented.
Will be piloted in 201112.

Goal

To help students and faculty make meaningful connections between the learning dwargmit study
with everyday life back at SU, in Georgetown, and in the United Stageneral.

Program Qutcome

3a. Partner with Office of Civic Engagement to promote commeuipétyed learning activities in the
Georgetown area for students returning from abr@&iddents will recognize the value of civic engagement
as a logical followon to their study abroad experience.
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Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

During individual

re-entry meetings with students,
highlight these opportunities and
make clear to students the
connection between civic
engagement in Georgetown and
the experience abroad.

Students made aware of
opportunities during individual
meetings. Reports from Office o
Civic Engagement is that studen
do follow up to pursue
opportunities.

Continue to mke students aware
of opportunities and work with
OCE to identify particularly
appropriate opportunities.

3b. Students will feel comfortable communicating about their study abroad experience in various venues.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Make formal(eg,
InterculturalSymposium) and
informal (eg, region,language or
discipline specific information
panels) for students to share the
experience with the campus

community.

Students ge made aware of a
variety of opportunities for
engagement. Students are
specifically invited for particular
events, rather than relying on
students to pursue opportunities

with no encouragement.

Continue to provide opportunities
and review schedule of events tq
be sure a broad range of student
are served.

3c. Faculty will understand the importance of inporating the study abroad experience in to the classroom

and will know how to most effectively do so.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Create dhandout or hold meeting
with faculty to introduce (or
reinforce) effective ways to draw
knowledge and experience from
the timeabroad in to classroom
discussion.

Piloted only in an informal way
with a small group of faculty.

Develop a more formalized
program to serve arbader range
of faculty.
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Debby Ellis Writing Center

AssessmenPlan
Academic Year: 20D-2011

Mission

The Debby Ellis Writing Center exists to help all Southwestern University students become better writers. At the
DEWC student consultants work eog-one with writers at all levels, on all texts, and at all stages in the writing
process. T h e is [BaEeWahdhe premiiss that writing is integral both to the liberal arts curriculum
and to the process of becoming a-lifag learner.

1. Goal

Reach as many Southwestern writers as possible.

Program Outcomes

la. Number of students who visit DEWC conteto increase, reaching 300 visits per year

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Track student use in database
registration program. Track repe|
visits toDEWC and examine
responses to student survey.

Hit target of 300 irR0102011,
which is especially remarkable
because it was the first year
without multiple sections of
College Writing, which accounte

for 31% of our business in 0.

Encouraged by the robust
numbers from 2012011, as
well as impressive early
numbers irfall 2011, we will
increase our goal to 400 visits
year.

Program Outcomes

1b. Become a regular part of new student orientation programs.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Continue and expand relationshi
with StudentAffairs and FYS.
Secure permanent place on
Orientation schedule.

DEWC Open House for students
in now on Orientation Schedule.
FYS Presentations are improving
in number and quality, according

to faculty reports.

Will institute quick evaluations
for both stulent and faculy
audiences for DEWC
presentations.

Program Qutcomes

1c. Hire additional disciplinary specialist consultants

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Recruit and train student speciall
consultants in sociacience and
natural sciences.

Hired one social science writing
expert, but have not identified or
recruited a natural science
consultant yet.

Will continue recruiting efforts to
add natural science writing
consultant to our staff. Will use
faculty contact$o help identify
candidates, and hope to hire ang
train someone in fall 2012.
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Program Outcomes

1d. Enhance web presence with interactive and media features.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Check to see if wepresence is
improved,; track usage.

DEWC website is much more
robust, with added oline
scheduler feature for special
appointments, links to other
resources, and promotional and
explanatory (and hilarious)
videos.

Need to continue adding feature
to websie and other social medig
These things work!

2. Goal

Provide academic and professional development and opportunities for DEWC consultants

Program Outcomes

2a. Increase enrollment totals and disciplinary diversity in English4®) The Teaching of Writing.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Analyze TOW rosters to
determine trends in numbers,
classification, and major
departments.

Enroliment continues to be robus
and is much improved by moving
the class to the sprirmgpmester,
thereby allowing FY students to
enroll and train for work in the
DEWC. Also, the Education
department has begun to require
that students certifying in
secondary language arts take th
class, and they have been a
wonderful addition. However, the
new streamlined curriculum has
made it somewhat more difficult
to recruit students outside of

English and Education.

Have finally decided to pursue
alternate training procedures in
order to diversify our staff and
add some disciplinary experts

2b. TOW students and consultants will conduct original and collaborative work in class and in the DEWC.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Assess final projects of TOW
students; count number of
proposals submitted to regional
andnational conferences; studen
publications.

Students succesfully wrote and
submitted a proposal for a panel
2010 SCWCA conference in Apr,
in Lake Charles, LA.
Unfortunately, | had a medical
emergency and could not take
them. Students in spring 2011
TOW class also produced trainin
and promotional presentation
modules for use by faculty and
students outside

We have a good track record wit
student research and presentatig
and will continue to help student
who are interested attend and
present at cderences. Will plan
on SCWCA in Little Rock in
February 2012
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2c. Develop a regular peer observation and evaluation protocol in the DEWC.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Consultants will be required to
evaluate twmf their peers and be
evaluated twice each semester.

Have not begun this yet. Will
begin on a smaller scale in Fall
2011, then fully implement by
spring 2012.

No results yet.

2d. Cultivate DEWC alumni for networking and other opportunities.

Assessmentlechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Continue the DEWC Alumni
Research project begun by studg
consultants in spring 2005.

Have updated alumni contact list
and created Facebook page

Webve done very
(thank you, FaceBdg. We
maintain a robust network of
alumni. Recent DEWC alum and
current TSU graduate student
Morgan Gross visited with the
TOW class and current
consultants with TSU professor
Rebecca Jackson to talk about
grad school opportunities.
Professor Jackson tbime that
Morgan is the L
ever had in the program.| also
need to develop richer narrative
about DEWC alumns and how
theire work there has shaped the
personal. Intellectual, and
professional lives.

3. Goal
Increase campuside knowledge ofvriting in the disciplines

Program Outcomes

3a. Build better WID library of resources

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Take inventory of existing
materials and identify areas whe
more is needed.

Library of materials is being
maintained. Big new addition is
the online HandbooklVr i t e r
Help, to which all consultants
have access.

Bought some new books. Sl
bit disorganized. Not all
consul tantséo
properly. Need to audit and
addess problems in this area.

a ¢

3b. Build coursespecific relationships using writing fellows.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Evaluate Writing Fellows Pilot
Project

Despite success of Writing

Fellows Pilot, we were unabte
continue due to lack of resources
Donot know wher

Will look for way to establish ang
manage a permanent couisesed
writing fellows program in the
future. Perhaps as the Mellon
Fellows get settled in, they can

174



help with this. | know ther are
Awriting assi
courses in Social and Natural
Sciences, but they have no
training in writing and consulting
pedagogy. More collaboration in
this area is needed.

st

3c. Encourage and support the integration of writing in courses atwssirriculum.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Conversations with colleagues,
workshops and presentations to
small groups of faculty.

| conducted the usual spring
workshop for faculty, and also
made myself available fo
individual consultations with my
colleagues

Will continue what | currently do,
but more resources and bodies
will be needed to create and
sustain a full writing program, of
which the DEWC is a crucial par
As of this writing in fall 2011,
efforts to ollaborate with the
Mellon initiatives have not been
successful. | hope we are able tg
pull these el en
writing program together in the
next few years, thus providing
exemplary professional training
and experience for student
consultants, expthelp for
student writers, and rich curriculg
support for faculty in all
disciplines.
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Language Learning Center

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission
The Language Learning Center (LLC) supports and pronertgsiage study through tipedagogically sound
integration of technology into the language curriculum

1. Goal

Il ncrease |l anguage studentsd exposure to other c
projects.

Program Outcome
la. The LLC will produce a minimum of 10ntine video projects per year for the languages faculty.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Track number of online video Spanish 43 Again far exceeded expectation
projects produced for faculty French 31

German O
Chinese 0

1b. The LLC will attempt every year to include at least 3 of the 4 modern lanaguages taught at Southwester
in these projects.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Track the number of languages fi Two out of four. Regarding the faculty of the
which we produce projects languages less inclined to

incorporate online video into thei
courses, we can explain to them
how easy it is to embed it into
teaching technologies they are
already using (e.g. Moodle).

2. Goal
Maintainorincrms e t he LLC6s wutility as an instructional

Program Qutcome

2aaSupport the |l anguages use of nationally recoghn
proficiency at the program level.

Assessment Mehanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Track the number of students Spanish IV, 273 French and German could benef
using the lab to take the STAMP| Spanish Majors and Minors, 50 | from the use of these tests. We
test each academic year. (STAM Chinese Il and 1V, 48 need to talk to them about
stands for Standards Based administering these tests annual

Measurement of Proficiency, a
test hosted by Avamissessment.
Its proficiency scale is based on
ACTFL guidelines (American
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3.

4.

Council on the Teaching of

Foreign Languagek)

2b. Support the languages use of the lab for assessment at the level of individual courses.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Track the courses that use the lg
for written online assessments a
the number of students
represented.

Spa 014 (fal44, spring0), Spa
024 (falt53, spring76), Spa 124
(spring73); Fre 014 (fal35), Fre
024 (spring35)

Total: 316 students served.

Implement improvements per
comments gleaned from
suggestions in the online survey
(administered in alternated yearg
to students and faculty).

Track the courses that use the lg
for oral online assessments and
the number of students
represented.

Spa 014fall-44, spring0), Spa
024 (falt53, spring76), Spa 114
(fall-50, spring40), Spa 124 (fall
57, spring73)

Total: 393 students served.

Implement improvements per
comments gleaned from
suggestions in the online survey
(administered in alternated years
to students and faculty).

Goal

Maintain or increase student and faculty satisfaction with lab facility as a langaagiang and assessment

tool.

Program Qutcome

3a. Compare current degree of student and faculty satisfaction to previous measuretibents of

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Administer a wekbased survey tc
students in alternate years.
(Administered one in 20090, so
we skipped 20141.)

N/A

N/A

Administer a wekbased survey tc
faculty in alternatgears.
(Administered one in 206090, so

we skipped 201-4.1)

N/A

N/A

Goal
Il mprove

Program Qutcome

| anguages®o

use of t he

we b

as a publici

4a. Inform the campus community as well as external audiences about langletgd news at

Southwestern.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Track instances where we have
used the web for promotional
purposes.

The LLC, Modern Languages,
French and Spanish pages are g
now using the LiveWhalaews
widgets to display language
related news items.

This is an important developmen
in terms of web presence. It
allows the generation of web
content without having to do any|
web (i.e. html) editing. Our focus
now needs to be to educate the
faculty abow routing news to the
web managersvho can then use
their pages as conduits for
disseminating that information.
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Paideia Program

Assessment Plan

Academic Year: 20162011
Mission

The Paideia Program aims to enrich its studentso

their academic work and intercurricular experiences. It fosters and promotes the relationship of civic engageme
intercultural experiences,dn under graduate research and/ or <creat.i
program emphasizes interactions both between students from different majors and between individual students
and a faculty mentor from outside those studentsbd

1.Goal
Students will integrate aspects of their educations and have a rich sense of the relationships between their

educations, livesandsociety.

Program Outcome

la Studentswill articulate and demonstrate specific examples of the connections betweenrutlies and
other aspects of their educational experiences.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

At the end the end of each year i
the program, students will write g
substantive reflection addressing
the relationship of theitourse
work to their educational
experiences, intercultural learnin
and civic engagement. Based up
faculty reading and program
assessment committee revietv
thesereflections, 80% of students
will demonstrate good to exceller,
ability to do so.

Approximately half (55%
according to the assessment
subcommittee readings) of stude
reflections were good or excellen
in terms of addressing the
integrative aspects of the prograr
Although faculty passed 98% of
students they did not, in most
cases, delineatbetween excellent
good, and fair performances.

The Paideia program committee
will articulate the emphasis upon
the integrative educational
experience for all students and
faculty through shared, stated
course goals.

New shared readings regarding t
integrative aspects of a successf
liberal arts education will be
required of all students.

Faculty will evaluate each
studentds final
the integrative nature of their
education as either Excellent,
Good, Fair, or Poor.

Annual student evaluations will
address the integrative success
both the program in general and
their seminar in particular. 80% @
students will evaluate the progra
as either good or excellent at

achieving such integration.

Student evaluations, in response
a general question about making
integrative connections, ranked t
programdés succe
scale of 15. 70% of students
evaluated the program as either

good or excellent in this regard.
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2.Goal

By the time studnts graduate they will have presented work grounded in their major academic discipline to

audiences both within and outside their disciplines.

Program OQutcome

2a. Students will demonstrate the ability to lead seminar discussions onabhiesr choosing and in their

fields of study as well as presenting their advanced academic work to both specialized and general audience

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students, in their final reflections
will analyze their own
presentations to various audienc
Based upon faculty reading and
program assessment committee
review of this aspect of student
reflections, 80% of students will
demonstrate good to excellent
ability to do so.

100% of graduating seniors
presented their work to audience
beyond the specific class for
independent study for which they
conducted the work.

The Paideia program committee
will revise the existing
research/creative works
presentatioiorm and develop
guestions for all students to
respond to when reflecting

upon their presentation
experience.

Faculty will evaluate each
student 6s refl e
research/creative work as either
Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor.

Faculty will evaluate each
student 6s abili
discussions and to present

their work to specialized and
general audiences.

In their final reflections, 80%
referred to leading seminars (in
terms of selecting readings for
their classmates and taking char
of the class discussion). Only
46%, however, specifically
reflected upon the activity in way:
which suggested se#fvaluation of
the process. Of those who did
reflect on their presentations, 759
demonstrated good to excellent

ability to do so.

3.Goa

Students will experience a multidisciplinary approach to a variety of topics.

Program Qutcome

3a. By experiencing different disciplinary/methodological approaches to a variety of staddrgrofesser
selected topics, students will Bble to articulate a rich multidisciplinary awareness of approaches to topics.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Students, in their annual
reflections, will address how
various disciplinary approaches
shaped and affected discussions
and responses to shared topics.
Based upon faculty reading and
program assessment committee
review of these reflections, 80%
students will demonstrate good tg

excellent ability to do so.

90% of student reflections allude
to a variety of multidisciplinary
perspectives being one of the
primary aspects of their seminar
experience. Of those students,
however, only approximately 569
speifically addressed the nature
of how specific disciplinary
perspectives shaped and affecte
discussions and responses to

The Paideia program committee
will articulate the emphasis upon
the ways in whib various
disciplinary approaches shape
discussions of and responses to
shared topics.

New shared readings regarding
multidisciplinarity will be required
of all incoming students.
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shared topics at a level of either
good or excellent.

Faculty will evaluate each
student 6s atten
about howvarious disciplinary
approaches shape discussions a|
responses as either Excellent,
Good, Fair, or Poor.

Annual student evaluations will
address the multidisciplinary
effectiveness of both the progran
in general and their seminar in
particular. 80% of stuas will
evaluate the program as either
good or excellent at introducing
multidisciplinary approaches.

Student evaluations, in response
a general question about the
presence of multidisciplinary
perspectives in the program,
ranked the r o g rsacoesss
4.02 on a scale of-3. 86% of
students evaluated the program
either good or excellent in
this regard.

4. Goal

Students will have intercultural learning experiences and connect them to thiethesteducations.

Program Qutcome

4a. Students will compare their primary culture to another culture (or cultures) they study, live in, and write

about. They will also make connections between their experience and the rest of their educations.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Before they graduate, each stude
will write a reflection addressing
the nature of his/her intercultural
experience(s) and its impact upo
her/his overall experience. Base(
uponfaculty reading and

assessment program committee
review of these reflections, 80%
students will demonstrate good t
excellent ability to do so.

91% of graduating seniors had
intercultural experiences (the
students who did not have
intercultural experieces or
complete approved substitutions
participated in all other aspects O
the program but did not graduate
with Paideia distinction or receive
any stipend) and reflected upon
them. In those reflections, 65%
demonstrated excellent or good
ability to conrect their experience
to the rest of their educations.

New shared readings about the
nature of intercultural learning an
its relationship to the overall
educationaéxperience
(specifically,
Becoming World Wisgwill be
required of alincoming students.

Specific guidelines for
intercultural reflections will be
shared by all incoming students
and faculty.

Faculty will evaluate each
student 6s inter
either Excellent, Good, Fair, or
Poor.

Annual student evaluationsl
address the connection between
their intercultural experiences an
the rest of their educations. 80%
students will evaluate the progra
as either good or excellent at
achieving such connection.

Student evaluations, in response
a guestion about the connectiong
between intercultural experience
and the rest of
educations, ran
success at 3.7 on a scale €5.1
82% of students ranked the
program as either good or

exeellent in this regard.
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5. Goal

Student civic engagement that takes place both on arwduibus and grows oat individual student

i nterests as wel

Program Outcome

[ as seminar

group

di scussions

W

5a. Through their civic engagement experiences, students will learn about working within a group in order to

affect social change and about the reciprocal nature of social activism. They will also make connections

between their eperiences and the rest of their educations.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Before they graduate, each stude
will write a reflection addressing
the nature of his/ her civic
engagement experience(s) and it
impact upon his/her overall
educational experience. Based
upon faculty reading and prograr
assessment committee review of
these reflections, 80% of student
will demonstrate good to exceller
ability to do so.

95% of graduating seniors
participated in some form of civiG
engagement (the students who d
not participate in some form of
civic engagement participated in
all other aspects of the program
but did not graduate with Paideia
distinctionor receiveany stipend)
and reflected upon it. In those
reflections, 70%demonstrated
excellentor good ability to
connect their experiences to the
rest of their educations.

New requred shared readings
about the nature of civic
engagement and its relationship
the overall educational experieng
(specifically,
Pedagogy of the Oppres3exll

be required of all incoming
students.

Specific guidelines for civic
engagerant reflections will be
shared by all incoming students
and faculty.

Annual student evaluations will
address the connection between
various aspects of civic
engagement and how they conng
to the rest of

Student evaluations, iesponse tg
a guestion about the connectiong
between civic engagement and t
rest of the stu
ranked the prog
3.9 on a scale of-%. 87% if
students ranked the program as
either good or excellent in this
regard.

Faculty wil evaluate each
student 6s ci vi ¢
reflection as either Excellent,
Good, Fair, or Poor.
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Office of the Registrar

Academic Year: 20162011

Mission
Provide information and services enabling faculty to deliver and students to receive the optimal academic
experience at Southwestern University.

1. Goal
Maintain student and institutional records appropriately, accurately, and securely.

Program OQutcome

Assessment Plan

la. Keep staff informed and follow industry standard good practice.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

USE AACRAO SELFAUDITS
for (1) Record Retention Policies
(2) Academic Records and
Transcripts, and (3) FERPA (in
this case, if a formal audit
checklist does not exist, we woul
use the (most recent) AACRAO
FERPA Guide chapters: (a)
Requirements for

Compiance and (b) Procedures
and Strategies for Compliance.

On the abovePerformone audit
each year, in the order listed, wit
#2in 201011. Score at least
95%, with plans in place for any
discrepancies.

SU satisfied all required items or|
the checklist. However, the
review brought to mind several
opportunities for improving
information or services.

The review was also the first of
this area for all but two staff, and
it reinforced knowledge for those

Updated Grade Process
documentation.

Added instrutions to production
calendarfor addinga comment

with a URL: pointer to FGRP

grade reports (sent with scholast
status letters for those with a
change in scholastic status, such
as probation, warning, removed
from pr qpoatingta n €
grading practices in Catalog.

Added to goals list: Investigating
Web Advisor transcript orders by
current SU students.

Added to the goals list in the

Annual Report: Investigation of
printing teacher certification note
on SU transcripts

2. Goal
Publicize SU policies, practices, and procedures as effectively and accurately as possible.

Program Outcome

2a.Deliver information via Catalog, Course Schedule, website, and broadcasts.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Survey Department Chairs
triennially. Question on
information. Ask for ratings (Very
Good, Good, Okay, Needs Work
and Poor) and suggestions.
Expect at least Okay. Next due il

201112

None due in 2012011.
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Survey students about informatig
publicity. Triennial. (Oradd
questiorto SU Student
Satisfaction Survey). Again, ask
for suggestions as well. Nextin
201213 (and increase sample si3
to 150+). Expect at least Okay
Survey Faculty. TriennialAsk
for suggestions2011-12. Expect
at least Okay.

3. Goal
Establish and operate effective and efficient procedures for use with faculty and students.

Program Outcome
3a. Processes for Catalog and Course Schedule should be simple and effective.
transfer evaluation, advising, degree checks, and grading should run smoothly.

Registration, drop/add,

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Document system & procedural
improvements in the annual
report. Count them. Expect at
least 2.

Improvements included:
(i) XSTC Colleague screen whicl
presents student courses in subj
order, includes transfer and
placement credit, and shows upf
level; credit and distribution tags
(i) Made the new course list
available online via Web Advisor
to students, advisors, and
department chairs.

(iif) Added instructor
identification to (MIEG) missing
grade report, saving hours durin
grade collection.

(iv) Implemented an information
form for those seeking VA
Benefits, to ensure that we had ¢
required credentials prior to
certifying aid amounts. Also a
spreadsheet and a listserv for
sharing VA info, and new aid
award codes.

(v) Added prerequisite dispys to
Web Advisor course views.

(vi) Obtained XGDA menu choic
to identify recipients over a time
interval of degree majors in a
specified list. Useful for
departmental accreditation effort

Will add the XSTC document to
the mix in planning a

comprehesive automated degree
audit and advising approach.

Also requested addition of type ¢
degree (BA, BS,
to make it complete.

The process of compiling the
Annual Report was useful for
planning, as it lists required and
desired projects fanext year and
long term.

Survey deptt chairs. Triennial,
beginning Fa 2003. Questions g
effectiveness and efficiency of
Catalog, Course Schedule, etc
Seek suggestions. Next1i-12.

Expect at least Okay.

Not scheduled for this year.

Same as Above
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Student Feedback. Add similar | Not scheduled for this year/ Same as Above
questions to SU Student
Satisfaction Survey. NegD12
13. Expect at least Okay.

4. Goal
Assist students in taking the right courses to graduate.

Program Outcome
4a. Effective and #icient supply of information to students and advisors to support academic advising and
optimal attainment of educational objectives.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Survey Students. (firstheck None due 201-Q1. N/A
survey sent by Office of
Academic Services and Advising
I perhaps add to that). Triennial
Next201213. Expect at least
Okay.
Survey Advisors. Enail to SU None due 201Q1. N/A
Acad-Adv list (first, check survey
sent by Center for Academic
Succes$ perhaps add to that).
Triennial. 201112 Expectat
least Okay.

5. Goal
Maintain accurat@ermanent academic records of students.

Program Outcome
5a. Effective and efficient production of accurate transcripts, certifications of enrollment, and reports.
Accurate entry of registration and grade data.

Assessment Mechanisms Assessment Results Program/Dept Improvement
Questions regarding accuracy af Not scheduled for this year. Learned of capability to include
timeliness on Student Survey. performance survey instruments
Expect rating of Good. Triennial on our web pages. Will
Next201213. Expect at least investigate use for transcript and
Okay. certification requestors.

Survey a random sample of Deferred to 2012012, with web | Same as Above

individuals who have requested | page survey development addeo
transcripts or certifications of goal list in annual report.
enrollment, and for whom we
have an enail address. Ask
guestions regarding ao@cy of
the service. Expect a rating of
Good or better. Triennial. Next
in 201011. Expect at least Okay
Survey department chairs. This| Not scheduledbor this year. Same as Above
survey is triennial. Beginning F3a
2008, it will a new section,
guestioning the accuracy of
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Catalog, Cour sg¢
Expect a rating of Good or bettet
Seek suggestion2011-12.
Expectat least Okay.

6. Goal

Support the General Mission of Southwestern University by providing prompt service and appropriate
information in a friendly and professional

manner.

Program Outcome

6a. Transcripts, certifications of enrollmenticaother frequent transactions should be quick and accurate.

Assessment Mechanisms

Assessment Results

Program/Dept Improvement

Include questions regarding
promptness, appropriateness,
helpfulness, friendliness, and
professionalism on Faculty,
Chairs, andstudents surveys.
Expect at least a 90% favorable
response on each question.
Faculty and chairs iR01112.
Students nex201213. Expect at
least Okay.

Not scheduled for this year.

Complimented staff on a job wel
done.

Annually, each June, chetke

log of transcripts issued. At the
end of a semester, transcripts he
for grades should be issued with
5 business days. The average
time for requests the rest of the
year should be no more than twc
work days.

Of 5015 student transcripts
produced ad delivered, over 979
were produced on the same day
they were requested, and none
took more than two days.

Same as Above

If grade deadlines are on a
Tuesday, grade reports with
scholastic status letters should b

mailed by the end of the week.

All scholsstic status letters were
mailed within two days, and all
transcripts held for degrees or

grades were mailed on Thursday

Same as Above
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Academic Assessment Committee

Comments on 200-2011

Department and Program
Assessment Plan First Drafts

The following pages are comments by the Academic Assessment Committee on first drafts of department and
program assessment plans. Departments complete these plans annually and the Committee closely reviews th
annually. The Committee met for a week imet summer to study and discuss the plans.



Studio Art

Overall, the plan is evolving nicely and continues to improve each year. The committee commends tl
department for its collaborative efforts in the assessment of student learningonfinétee suggests the
following revisions:

1. Learning Outcome laplease provide more detailed description of the assessment refsults
example, was a rubric used to shape the discussion?

2. Learning Outcome 1bthe assessment mechanism needs to beilbess an assessménperhaps
by specifically naming firepresentative as:

3. Generally speaking, it would be helpful to know how many students are being assessed.

4. Learning Outcome 2a (Ib)It would be helpful for the department to find ways to assess this
elsewherd perhaps in the final exhibition. In other words, if it is important for them to have thi
knowledge, it should be evident in other work they do beybeadhrt History courses.

5. On the assessment results for 24 (please provide the number of works.

6. Learning Outcome 2b needs to be rewritten as an outtdame e commi tt ee sug
demonstrate knowledge of contemporary approaches poaatice through written reports on their
attendance at |l ectures, presentations, ani

7. Inthe assessment section on 2b, please provide more detail on the departmental form used t
the reports.

8. In the assessmentadts section for 3a, the committee recommends that the discussion regardi
BFA/BA be moved into the program/department improvement section. This information woulc
more appropriate there.

9. With the new assessment mechanism in section 3a, pleaséepa bit more detail about the
question or questions being asked.

Art History
No revision to 2012011 plan needed.

Biology

The committee was generally pleased with the
of student performance on major assignments and exams witiegelf data. The department has clear
goals and welktated learning outcomes. The contestdoes have some recommendations for revision
well as for longeterm development of a robust assessment program. Initially, it would be helpful if the
Assessment Mechanisms were more clearly explained. It is clear that students are, in mosatizses, en
a 4-point scale, but what precisely is being evaluated is not speétiied exam, assi gnm
place in the curriculum (e.g. a particular class or level of class)? Second, the committee encourages
department to develop their assessnpeagram by finding ways to assess at the introductory level as we
Capstone level, to provide a richer picture of intellectual growth of students as they move through the
curriculum. Two other issues raised considerable conversation in the comanittieare worth noting. First
there are some questions about the role of graphic data in the department (3a), and general concern:
persistence of these issues in the department, given the apparent need for these skills by biology stu
Secoml, the committee generally felt that the narrative preceding the grid was more helpful and contai
more valuable information. The question was raised as to whether it might be helpful for the departm
incorporate some of the verbiage fromtherepontt o t he gri d boxes (espe
| mprovement 0 box) .

Chemistry and Biochemistry
No revision to 2012011 plan needed.

Classics
The Classics Assessment Plan and Rubric has not changed since last year, including improveroeuts
per feedback from | ast year. For Il earning oL

results, but otherwise there are no changes to mission, goals, learning outcomes, assessment mechz
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