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{BRINGING MANY THINGS TOGETHER}



 However as we started this project, I noticed 
that unlike previous attempts to “get something 
done,” it seemed as though everyone else shared 
the same frustration that I did about our lack of 
productivity. This was really surprising to me, with 
finals looming on the horizon, that we all seemed 
to agree on an idea, and actually stick with it. 
	 The event was an overwhelming success. 
Everything was well orchestrated, and much to 
our surprise, people actually seemed interested 
enough to stop by and give it a shot. As we 
hypothesized, there was little evidence to suggest 
people could tell the difference between bottled 
and filtered tap water, and that a majority actually 
preferred the taste of the filtered tap water to the 
bottled. This success, after all the work we put 
into it, gave everyone a sense of pride and ac-
complishment.
		  In conclusion, while I haven’t lost 
sight of the fact that this experience is small in 
the grand scheme of things, it marks a big step 
for our Paideia group. We’ve certainly learned 
in the last three semesters that motivation isn’t 
all that is required to accomplish something, and 
that you need hard work and perseverance, as 
well. I hope that we will be able to continue this 
momentum.

COHORT : Green Thought 
and Action

Students Cameron Holland, IJ Okechukwu, 
Sarah Wiggins, Chrisitne Harris and Kelly 
Holt working their civic engagement project 
of raising awareness of water conservation.

Poster including information on 
bottled water

	 In the weeks leading up to Fall 2009 finals, 
our Paideia group, Green Thought and Action, 
decided to do some on-campus work regarding 
the consumption of water, particularly as it relates 
to the widespread consumption of bottled water. It 
began simply as a light-hearted discussion of the 
taste of different waters (and how notoriously bad 
Georgetown tap water tastes!), and ultimately it 
was suggested that we do a taste test, 
comparing different kinds of bottled water to 
filtered and unfiltered tap water. The goal of this 
project was to demonstrate how much 
environmental harm can be avoided (and how 
much money can be saved!) by using filtered tap 
water as opposed to bottled water.
	 Throughout the 3 semesters, I’ve felt as 
though our Paideia group has had a fair amount 
of difficulty in organizing and actually acting, 
something that I suspect many Paideia groups 
can relate to.

Water Taste TEST Reflection 
written by Cameron Holland ‘11



	 When I first began researching last year 
on my own time, really just for the hell of it, I nev-
er considered the wider implications of my time 
or work. How else could I be utilizing my time for 
the betterment of myself and others? How else 
can this work be interpreted to appeal to and lend 
aid or voice to the needs and issues of others? It 
began as simply an exploration into my own inter-
ests in Beat poetry and Native American trickster 
mythology. Then, through Paideia and the 
encouragement of a few should-have-been-
Paideia-scholars, I began to reexamine the 
possible purposes behind my work.
	 My American Studies honors thesis and 
Paideia research project consists of a 96 page 
article discussing Allen Ginsberg’s “Howl” through 
the scope of Native American trickster mythology, 
and the archetype of Old Man Coyote in 
particular. I’ve had a great time writing and 
research it, with the editing and advisory help 
from my committee: Dr. David Gaines, Dr. Dustin 
Tahmahkera, Dr. Ken Mello, and Dr. Bob Bednar. 
But I’ve also realized that this needs to also be 
about broadening the discussion of how literary 
works function in relation to history and social 
movements. It needs to be about broadening the 
American Literary canon to better include and 
respect both Beat and Native American 
literatures. Paideia has helped me utilize this 
paper – and other papers – as a means of con-
necting my coursework from different classes as 
well as from various independent readings and 
films. It’s helped me connect methods from my 
U.S. Civil War in History & Memory course with 
facts from my Native American Religions and 
Sacred Spaces and 20th Century American Lit-
eraturecourses, and now with the strategies and 
history from my Rhetorics of Resistance class. 

I am very jacked up about this. And though I’ve 
already presented on this thesis at the Young 
Rhetoricians’ Conference in Monterey, CA this 
past summer, I’m very excited about presenting it 
at the Student Works Symposium this upcoming 
spring.
	 My thesis work has just recently been 
accepted for publication as a full-length scholarly 
book by McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers 
and is due in its 70,000-80,000 word entirety by 
next October. 

COHORT : Human Behavior

REFLECTION WRITTEN 
BY KATIE MEAD ‘11
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	 Last year the Intercultural Symposium 
was held on Tuesday November 2rd, 2010 in 
the Prothro Center and is advertised online as a 
group of students who present their study abroad 
experiences to campus in poster or lecture form. I 
prefer to imagine it as a potlatch of unique experi-
ences, an exchange of stories about each of our 
intercultural pursuits. 	
	 My first year at SU I remember going to 
my share intercultural and study abroad events 
on campus. For a first-year, the variety of experi-
ences being shared and the simple retelling of 
these experiences felt a lot like getting absorbed 
in an adventure novel. This time around, as a Se-
nior and someone who has now studied abroad 
as well, I still felt that familiar sense of excite-
ment and intrigue in hearing about other students 
stories and travels. What changed now is that 
I saw the presenters as students more like me, 
whose passion for their study abroad memories is 
something I can relate to. I wanted to hear about 
more than just their studies. I wanted to hear 
about their expectations, why they chose to go 
the places they did, and if it was a transformative 
experience.  

	 To learn more about these questions, I 
spoke with two students who presented post-
ers at the symposium about their experiences 
abroad. The first, Jack Parker, studied in Spain 
as a Junior and is part of the Engaging in the 21st 
Century cohort. The second, is a fellow Senior 
and Anthropology student, Ursula James, who 
studied in Vietnam. Although their experiences 
were very different, they both faced language 
barriers, both met new people and were chal-
lenged to learn more about the new culture they 
faced. Jack described the running of the bulls 
and the world cup as "something that I'll probably 
never be able to experience again." When Ursula 
retraced her memories through language barri-
ers and the poverty she witnessed, she described 
it all as a "very difficult experience, very chal-
lenging."  However, when I asked them both if 
they felt it was transformative, they both agreed 
that their experiences had changed them. Jack 
"gained a whole other perspective" on things and 
Ursula feels "more secure...more comfortable 
taking chances" and "more comfortable meeting 
people."  	
My experiences in Paideia, studying abroad, and 
at this school have led me to believe that study 
abroad is more than a chance to skip a semes-
ter at SU, more than a chance to simply experi-
ence a new culture. Studying abroad truly does 
resemble a real life adventure. It means to shock 
you, challenge you, change you, provide you 
with opportunities that you may never encounter 
again. It introduces you to new people, places, 
and thoughts that, in turn, introduce you to new 
sides of yourself.   

From Student to Student:
The Intercultural 

Symposium

 written by Kelly Holt ‘11
Cohort: Green Thought and Action
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